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Dear Delegates, 
  
Welcome to the World Food Programme! My name is Parth Patel and I will be your director for the 
WFP this year. I am a sophomore at the University of Connecticut and this is my second year in 
UCMUN. Last year, I was the assistant director for the United Nation High Commissioner for 
Refugees, and now I am very excited to direct a committee of my own. In high school, I was an 
active member of my high school Model UN club. During my senior year, I was fortunate enough to 
be the Secretary General of the club. Since my freshman year of high school, Model UN has always 
been a prominent part of my life. The club taught me to value the importance of being aware of 
world issues and the impact it has on our lives. Additionally, I love facing off with people in debate. 
During my years as a delegate, I participated in the Model UN conference for the World Affair 
Council of CT at the University of Hartford as well as the Harvard Model UN conference multiple 
times. Being a delegate gave me a medium to use my problem-solving skills with actual world issues 
that I saw being debated in the real world, and I wish it will allow you do the same. Here at 
UCMUN, I hope you all will come in not wanting to beat your colleagues in debate, but to learn and 
grow as delegates and as world citizens. 
  
Outside of UCMUN, I am member of a lot of clubs and organization including CLAS Student 
Leadership Board, Asha for Education, UConnPIRG, UConn KDSAP, Pre-Med Society, and 
Honors in STEM. These clubs allow to me to explore my various interest including discussing 
student issues, raising money for phenomenal causes, taking part in student activism, and building 
my career interests. When I am not overwhelmed by all my commitment, you’ll probably find me 
cramming in a corner of the library or chilling with friends. 
  
Besides clubs and college life, I am double major in Molecular and Cell Biology and Political Science 
on the pre-med track. One day I hope to be a doctor and work with governmental organization 
domestically and internationally to incorporate both my medical and political interests. 
  
Once again welcome to the WFP! I wish you all the best of luck in researching and preparing for the 
conference. Feel free to contact me at any point about the committee’s topics or your country’s 
stances or any remaining concerns you might have about the conference. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Parth Patel 
UCMUN 2018 WFP Director 
parth.p.patel@uconn.edu 
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Committee History 
 

The World Food Programme (WFP) was founded on 24 November 1961 by the joint 

undertaking of the UN General Assembly and the Food and Agriculture Organization. The WFP was 

first created to administer a three-year experimental programme with the backing of the US 

government. In 1962, the WFP ran its first successful mission after the aftermath of an earthquake in 

Boein Zahra, Iran. Through the humanitarian relief efforts of the newly made organization, the WFP 

sent 1,500 metric tons of wheat, 270 tons of sugar and 27 tons of tea to the victims affected in this 

crisis. After seeing the success of the experimental program, the UN established the WFP as a full-

fledged humanitarian organization in 1965. Over the next decade, the organization continued to help 

others impacted by natural disasters in Thailand, Algeria, and Sudan. In 1963, the WFP started its first 

school meals program to feed the malnourished in Togo. As years went on, the WFP continued to aid 

in many natural disasters including the Cambodian refugee crisis of 1980 and Ethiopian famine of 

1984. In the 1990s, the WFP began to provide aid to areas of political conflict including the conflict 

in Yugoslavia in 1992 and the conflict in Kosovo in 1999 (“History of the WFP”).  

Today, the WFP continues to dedicate itself to the mission of “us[ing] food aid to support 

economic and social development” and to “improve the nutrition and quality of life of the most 

vulnerable people at critical times in their lives” (“WFP Mission Statement”). In order to accomplish 

the extensive mission of the organization under Resolution 20/2095 of the General Assembly, the 

WFP must receive all of their funding from the voluntary donations of governments and organizations 

(Resolution 20/2095). In 2016, the WFP raised $5.6 billion dollars for its efforts. As a result of the 

voluntary funding system, the budget of the WFP can fluctuate from year to year according to the 

generosity of different nations and organizations towards the programme (“Overview of the WFP”).  

Through the humanitarian efforts of the WFP, the organization has distributed approximately 

12.6 billion rations per year to people in need. Along with rations, the WFP has provided school 
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lunches to between 20 and 25 million children every year. The participation of the WFP in their host 

countries has also helped the agricultural economy of many developing nations as a majority of the 

food supplies are bought directly from developing nations (“Overview of the WFP”). Nevertheless, 

changes in operations and strategies are need as the WFP is currently facing crises that pose new 

challenges. In this day and age, political strife and terrorist attacks drastically affects the availability of 

food to victims of conflicts. With 800 million people around the world still battling with hunger, much 

more work can be done (“History of the WFP”).  Overall, the WFP must combat many diverse issues 

to continue to accomplish its mission of ending world hunger and achieving sustainable agricultural 

practices for generations to come.   
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Topic A: GMOs within International Food Supply 

Introduction 

With one in nine people still living without proper accessibility to food, the main mission of 

the WFP has been to eradicate hunger in the world. An important part to ending world hunger is 

ending malnutrition. One in three people suffer from unhealthy nutrition standards still today. The 

world has a long way to go on the route to sustainable life quality. As a result, under the 17 Global 

Goals for Sustainable Development adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015, the second goal 

is “Zero Hunger” which “pledges to end hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition and 

promote sustainable agriculture” (“Zero Hunger”). WFP has prioritized the achievement of Zero 

Hunger by 2030 as it resembles the purpose and intent of the programme. In order to accomplish the 

goal of Zero Hunger, many measures must be taken to make sure there is enough food supply for all 

individuals. A solution to the problem is the introduction of science into the field of agriculture. 

Science has been a part of agriculture for centuries. With selective breeding practices stemming 

back to ancient history to the introduction of Mendelian genetics and fertilizing practices of using 

simple manure to cultivate plants, science has been present in agriculture without knowing it. Selective 

cross-breeding gave way to diversity in the types of crops being farmed. Some variations of crops were 

seen to be resistant to pest or disease. Therefore, they were cultivated more often, giving rise to 

artificial selection for specific desirable traits. All of these practices gave rise to the domestication of 

crops (Wieczorek et al.). However, there was still a significant obstacle for genetic agricultural 

development, and that was the identification of the genetic material that made up plant and life in 

general. 

In the mid 1900s, DNA was proven to be the genetic material of life as well as responsible for 

the different characteristics of plants and animals. Through this landmark discovery, scientists of the 

late 1900s started to study the ways that crops’ DNA can be modified. The research of these scientist 
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gave way to the invention of the first genetically modified organisms (Chassy). GMOs can be defined 

as “organisms (i.e. plants, animals or microorganisms) in which the genetic material (DNA) has been 

altered in a way that does not occur naturally by mating and/or natural recombination” (“Q&A: 

Genetically Modified Food”). The invention of GMOs revolutionized the way crops are cultivated. 

GMOs were seen as a viable agricultural transition to many nations in order to feed their exponentially 

growing populations with mass productions of crops. To this day, GMOs are seen in a controversial 

light because of the nature in which they are produced; nonetheless, they continue to be produced by 

several nations. Several nations view the GMOs as injurious to health as well as against their moral 

codes of nature. On the other hand, several nations still use GMOs as they support the needs of their 

population. The global issue has directly affected the operations of the WFP as the organization must 

decide for the world if GMOs shall be included in their food aid. Currently, the presence of GMOs 

in the international food supply has caused great frustration to a number of countries around the 

world, making it imminent for an international agreement on the use of GMO to be made. 

 

History and Description of the Issue  

What are GMOs and how did they originate? 

GMOs can be interpreted as one of the biggest breakthroughs in science during the 20th 

century. As a result of the invention of GMOs, humans now have the ability to manipulate the genetic 

makeup of an organism. In the field of agriculture, GMOs have increased productivity of crops to a 

level previously unimaginable. Before trying to interpret the proper use of GMOs in the current state, 

it is essential to look back at how the GMOs came about and how the international community 

handled their introduction to society.  

The most important discovery before the invention of GMOs was understanding DNA. In 

1944, with the release of a landmark paper by Oswald Avery and his collages, Deoxyribonucleic Acid 
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(DNA) was proven to be the hereditary material of life (O’Connor et al.). After Avery, Watson and 

Crick found in 1954 that DNA has a double helix structure. Along with the double helix structure, 

Watson and Crick theorized the Central Dogma of Biology. The Central Dogma of Biology says that 

DNA encoded genes are transcribed into RNA, which is then translated into proteins. These proteins 

are responsible for gene expression, as they are used to perform the tasks that are encoded within 

genes (Chassy).  Consequently, the basic understanding of DNA and its processes resulted in a 

significant amount of research being done in the sectors of genetics and bioengineering. Through this 

research, the world’s knowledge of DNA had reached a level at which it was possible for replication 

of the molecule to take place. In 1973, this dream came true with the creation of the first genetically 

modified organism through the use of recombinant DNA in Escherichia coli bacteria. Stanley Cohen 

and Herbert Boyer pasted recombinant DNA into a E. Coli cell from recombinant plasmids with the 

use of copy and paste enzymes. These copy and paste enzymes made it possible for DNA sequences 

to be modified by cutting and pasting in the sequences that were desired. After the work of Cohen 

and Boyer, the field of biotechnology was expanded substantially (Pray). For the rest of the 20th 

century, more work was done to genetically modify different organisms including plant and animals. 

In the sector of agriculture, crops were genetically modified to be larger in size and resistant to disease. 

Some of the first few genetically modified crops included corn, tomatoes, and soybeans.  

 
How did the GMO food industry come about? 

After the development of recombinant DNA, many crops were genetically modified to suit 

mass production practices. As a result of such practices, the way farmers produced their crops was 

completely changed. Some farmers opted to use GMO seed instead of organic seed since the 

genetically modified seeds produced crops that were favorable in the market. GMO production led to 

massive farms today as it became easier to mass produce crops in smaller areas. The first GMO crop 

to ever hit the market after being approved by the FDA was the Flavr Savr tomato in 1994. The 
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uniqueness of the Flavr Savr tomato was that it has much longer shelf life compared to a regular 

tomato, making it favorable for the market. In 1996, herbicide-resistant soybeans were introduced into 

the market. Through the introduction of these herbicide-resistant soybeans, farmers were able to kill 

weeds and other organic compounds that hindered the growth of their crops. Farming practices 

became easier and easier, as the intent of farmers changed from raising their crops for their local 

communities to mass producing their crops for the whole state/region to purchase. Many more 

genetic modifications were made to crops including infection resistance to even nutritional quality. 

The extent to which crop yield could be improved was very high. In the United States, the most widely 

grown GMO crops include corn, cotton, and soybeans. These crops accounted for a very small 

percentage of farmland, but as a result of GMOs, they are the most abundantly grown crops in the 

nation. Many other fruits and vegetable like papaya, sugar beets, and canola that could never have 

been grown in the environment of the United States are able to grow in the nation because of genetic 

modifications (Wunderlich et al.). 

In the GMO food industry, the United States continues to dominate by producing 40% of 

global GMO crops. The United States is followed by Brazil, Argentina, India, and China, in that order, 

in the production of global GMO crops (Wunderlich et al.). In a large developing country like China, 

the country grows 3.3 million hectares of GMO crops that include their staple crops like cotton and 

papaya (Zhang). As of now, only 28 nations grow GMO crops, while the others use regular farming 

practices. In Europe, Spain is responsible for growing more than 92% of the insect-resistant corn for 

the European Union (Wunderlich et al.). With GMO crops encompassing a significant percentage of 

the food supply in both developed and large developing nations, GMO crops dominate much of the 

agricultural world. In order to move on from this stage, it is imperative to decide on how GMOs will 

expand in the international food industry. 
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What international debate has occurred on the issue of GMOs? 

The United Nations did not get involved with genetic research regulation until the 21st 

century. Consequently, scientists became the leading creators of genetic ethics. Before the researchers 

crossed any globally ethical lines, a conference known as the Asilomar Conference on Recombinant 

DNA of 1975 was held between leading experts in the field to establish ethical rules for continuing 

research with recombinant DNA technology. The scientists concluded the conference by deeming 

that any work done with recombinant DNA to be of low risk to produce the least amount of 

biohazards. Although the work done in the conference was a good start, the conference 

recommendations were not specific enough to prevent future problems in the field of genetic biology 

(Fredrickson). An international consensus was needed to be made to sustain ethical scientific practices.  

Following the Asilomar Conference, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) was the first international organization to establish a set of standards for 

GMOs in 1986. The organization declared that a risk assessment for GMOs should be done on a case-

by-case approach. However, the United States and European Union did not completely follow this 

approach. The United States started using a product-based approach where GMO products were 

examined and approved by governmental organizations, like the US Food and Drug Administration. 

On the other hand, the EU used a process-based approach by rejecting crops that underwent a process 

that was not “normal” in the terms of EU regulations (Phillips).  

In the United Nations, no significant resolutions or decree has been passed by the general 

assembly regarding the use of GMOs. In other ways, however, the UN has accepted GMOs as a viable 

food source. In order to make sure that GMOs are properly regulated for health standards, it has 

developed standards under the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex), which is a joint 

FAO/WHO intergovernmental body that examines food. Other than that, there is no current 

resolution on the trade of GMOs crops internationally leaving a spot of vagueness in international 



UCMUN 2018 World Food Programme 

law. The UN has regulated GMOs as a whole in the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, where the 

transportation of Living Modified Organism was regulated to make sure that nations on both sides 

are aware that LMOs are present in the export and that consent was taken for their transportation to 

their nations (“Q&A: Genetically Modified Food”). Unfortunately, no specific declarations have been 

made regarding GMO food supplies being sent around the world, and no standards have been made 

to prevent the food supply from being rejected by countries with a lack of knowledge on GMOs. 

Educating the world about GMOs is crucial as with a global consensus on the use of GMOs, more 

progress can be made on GMO technology and development. 

 

Current Status 

As world hunger continues to grow and the lack of food supply expands, the need for 

sustainable solutions is increasingly essential. One of the options being considered is the use of 

genetically modified organisms, commonly known as GMOs. By incorporating GMOs, countries can 

mass-produce crops and grow them in unfavorable environments. In infertile regions, GMOs can be 

treated as an alternative to ordinary types of crops. One innovation brought by the world community 

has been the introduction of genetically modified seeds that can be used in regions where ordinary 

seeds could not be used before. These GM seeds would increase reliability and predictability of the 

harvest. In 2014, the WFP started a program for seed protection initiative called “Seeds for Change” 

to bring seeds and temporary food to communities with unsustainable food supplies to create some 

food security in the region. The prime location for this experiment involved the nation of the Central 

African Republic. The program was a part of a joint mission between the WFP and the Food and 

Agriculture Organization. In 2016, over 100,000 families in the country have been lifted from hunger 

through the program accomplishing its main purpose to create a sustainable way for families to escape 

the cycle of hunger (“UN Agencies Provide Seeds”). A program like this has proven great success for 
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countries like the CAR, which means it can be of great benefit to other nations around the world. 

Although the program does not purposefully use GM seeds, it is an important area to explore. GM 

seeds have been tested and proven to improve the welfare of farmers worldwide. In a study in 2014, 

it was predicted that GM seeds would account for an average increase of farmers income by 

$100/hectare (Kennedy). As a result, the use of GM seeds in international aid must be discussed to 

see if it is a viable choice to end world hunger. However, as successful as the “Seed for Change” 

program has been, it is a costly option for solving world hunger. In order to help more nations to 

develop sustainable food security, much more funding would be allocated to GM seed research as well 

as program initiative like “Seeds for Change”. 

As nations continue to be increasingly exposed to GMOs, many do not know how to handle 

them. In October of 2002, Zambia refused 35,000 tons of food aid food aid from the WFP because 

it contained GMOs (Lewin). The denial of food aid for ethical reasons caused the people of the nations 

to struggle as well as some neighboring countries to also question the ethical practicality of GMO 

products. In order to combat these refusals, the WFP responded by releasing a press statement 

outlining the use of GM food in aid for nations in need. Many of the actions taken by Zambia and 

south African nations would cause starvation and worsen the food crisis. The WFP clarified in the 

statement that GMOs used in international food supply are not going to cause any health concerns, 

although many countries still expressed their doubts towards the aid of the organization. The WFP 

sees itself as an organ dedicated to giving long-term solutions to the problem of food security in the 

region, but in the end, the UN does not have the right to bypass national sovereignty. On the other 

hand, the WFP still strongly recommends that Zambia and other nations accept the food aid they 

receive, because it is safe for consumption and will aid in the hunger epidemic in the nations (“United 

Nations Statement”). 
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For further states to accept GM foods in their food supply, more must be done in educating 

the citizens of nations about the benefits and probability of ending many of their struggles. There are 

many misconceptions about the use and implications of GMOs within a society, because of a lack of 

scientific research or exposure. Therefore, it has become pertinent to educate nations on an 

international level about GMOs and the validity of health risks that have been alluded to by 

communities. One serious health risk of GMOs has been the possibility of causing diseases that are 

resistant to known antibiotics. Antibiotic resistant diseases could be catastrophic for human as they 

would not be treatable. Nonetheless, it is not proven fact as well as not the truth for all GMO products 

(Bawa). Therefore, more research must be done on GMOs and more rigorous risk assessment 

standards must be implemented to make sure that the GMOs in the international food supply is safe 

and healthy. In reality, properly vetted GMOs have been seen to boost the health of some because 

they treat malnutrition and health deficiencies in the body (“Genetically Modified Food Can Boost 

Health”). Thus, it is essential for nations to be given the appropriate knowledge about GMOs and 

their vetting process to ensure that they do not misconstrue the impacts of the crops. 

 

Bloc Positions 

GMO Friendly/Semi-Friendly Nations (USA, Brazil, Canada, India, China, and more) 

In many developed or highly developing nations, GMOs have been used as a vital resource to 

their growing food needs. GMOs are seen as a viable alternative to feed the growing populations of 

large nations. It is estimated today that by 2050, there will be 9.3 billion people, which is 400 million 

more than predicted before. This number keeps increasing, and the need to implement more 

appropriate agricultural programs increases concurrently (Herrera-Estrella). The United States was the 

first nation to accept the use of GMOs in its food supply. However, in 1986, the United States released 

its first regulatory framework for the making of GMO products in the nation. Although there are 
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some regulatory measures in the United States, there is no specific federal legislation concerning 

GMOs, allowing them to be used more freely. The only types of regulations present are safety 

inspections and protocols by the FDA and EPA standards for genetic engineering (Acosta). In other 

nations around the world, GMOs are used in a lax fashion as a result of lack of regulation and protocol. 

In these nations, there still are many concerns on the risks of some GMO food that are produced. For 

example, in India, the government had to ban the production of some GMO crops including Bt strand 

brinjal and much more because of health concerns (Bawa). Although, many nations like India have 

accepted the use of GMOs in a significant amount of their food supply, they have not made proper 

regulation standards because of the lack of infrastructure to do so. Nevertheless, these nations still 

benefit from the incorporation of GMOs in some parts of their food system as they feed their growing 

populations. A developed nation like Canada has adapted GMOs into 70% of the processed food 

products that they eat. Internationally, it is predicted that by the year 2015, “200 million hectares of 

lands will be planted by biotech crops in about 40 countries” (Maghari). In general, the importance 

and prevalence of GMOs in developed and large developing countries will continue to grow in the 

future, while the need for proper risk assessment regulation standards will increase. 

 

GMO Prohibitory Nations (Several EU nations, Russia, Peru, Venezuela, and more) 

A handful of nations condemn and ban the use of GMOs. They believe that GMOs have 

negative effects on people’s overall health, because GMOs are not completely produced naturally. 

Along with health, that GMOs will impact the biodiversity of agriculture in the environment. Many 

nations of the European Union (EU) have had a moratorium on GMOs since 2001, but recently, in 

2015, the consideration of herbicide tolerant maize raised question to this long-standing principle. An 

important concept to understand is that the EU is responsible for setting standards on GMOs 

products, but cultivation of GMOs is left to the member states themselves. The EU regulates GMOs 



UCMUN 2018 World Food Programme 

by limiting the possibility of it entering the market. The limiting is accomplished by having strict 

standards for the crops to meet. The EU believes that GMOs may have harmful effects on “the 

environment, farmlands, and biodiversity”. In order to alert to public of the presence of GMOs in 

their markets, there is a strict labeling system that products must use if they have GMOs in them 

(Papademetriou).  Other nations outside of the EU have also banned the use of GMOs because of 

similar concerns. Russia has issued a total ban of GM animals and plants used for any other use except 

research (Korobko). In 2011, Peru passed a legislation to ban GMOs for ten years (“Peru”). Venezuela 

has banned GMOs since 2015 as the government views it as a “danger [to the] ...environment and as 

food” (Venezuela). These nations all have their own intents and reasons for banning or restricting the 

use of GMOs, but they all stem from a fear for the adverse effects GMOs may have on people's health 

and to effect it would have on biodiversity in the environment. 

 

Unexposed Nations  

            A large majority of nations in the world have never been exposed to GMOs. Therefore, it is 

hard for them to decipher whether GMOs are right for their respective peoples. It is difficult for 

developing nations of all sizes to decide if GMOs are appropriate for their nation as there are two 

opposing opinions believed all around the world. Several of these nations do not have the proper 

knowledge or resources to analyze GMOs and their impacts. Consequently, the leaders of these 

nations take must make decisions about if they would allow GMOs into their food supply without the 

proper background in the topic. For example, the governments of Zambia and other south African 

nations have expressed their doubts and suspicions over the health risks of GMOs. Zambia went far 

enough to refuse to accept the international food aid that was provided to them by the WFP (Lewin). 

The lack of knowledge and accessibility to GM foods is responsible for the occurrence of such actions. 

The truth is that GM foods have been proven to have beneficial effects to a person’s health from 
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malnourished regions because they enhance their diet and allows them to get key daily nutrients. 

Nonetheless, possible health risks should not be ignored. Continued risk assessment of health and 

environmental factors must be done on GMO crops to make sure they are safe for consumptions and 

the environment. In the end, unexposed nations must be given the proper resources and information 

concerning GMOs for them to properly decide if they believe they are right for their nation.  

 

Committee Mission 

            Overall, the goal of this committee is to create an international agreement on the use GMOs 

in the world food supply. During the debate, resolutions must be made on standards of regulations 

that the WFP can use for any future GMO food supply that it receives from any nations. The use of 

GMOs must also be discussed as a possible solution to accomplish the goal of ending world hunger 

by the year 2030. All risks and concerns of GMOs shall be considered and weighed into the debate. 

The product of the conference shall include a fundamental guideline for the WFP to use to address 

GMOs in international food supply so that no other conflict occurs with any sovereign nation. The 

WFP is here to aid nations in crisis and sustained hunger to uplift their development as people. There 

should not be any hindrances in this process, making it necessary for nations to come together to 

create a consensus on issues like GMOs. Therefore, treat the committee as a medium to end tensions 

and build bridges between nations so that WFP can focus on the big picture of feeding the 800 million 

people still suffering from hunger. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. How has your nation addressed GMOs in its history? 

2. Has your country instituted any regulations concerning GMOs? 

a. If so, why did your country regulate GMOs? 
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3. Has your country received aid from the WFP in the past?  

 . If so, how has this aid helped your country and what more needs to be done? 

4. How much does your nation donate to the WFP on a yearly basis? 

5. Where does your country stand on development and infrastructure in genetic engineering?  

6. If you are an unexposed nation, how may your nation address implementing GMOs into its 

food supply? 

 . What concerns may it have towards GMOs? 

7. How has your country contributed to the effort to end world hunger by 2030? 

8. Has your nation implemented any sustainable agricultural practices that could possibly be 

seen as a viable solution to hunger for other nations? 
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Topic B: Depletion of the Agricultural Workforce due to Urban Migration 

Introduction 

            As the population of the world continues to expand, it is essential for the WFP to examine 

the trends of the agricultural sector in supporting worldwide food security. The agriculture industry 

will always be fundamental to the functioning of the WFP. With negative growth seen within the 

industry in the last few decades, the abundance of sustainable food has been put into jeopardy. 

Therefore, the WFP must take appropriate actions in securing that the future of agriculture supports 

the needs of the exponentially growing global population that is currently being experienced by the 

world. Since the beginning of ancient history, agriculture has played a big role in supporting societies 

before they modernized. The industry has given the most amount of work opportunities to people 

before other industries became prevalent in society. The culture of agriculture dominated a majority 

of countries before they industrialized and picked up other means of work to support their families. 

The fundamental job of harvesting food products was seen to be one of the simplest, but most 

essential ways of living. However, this is no longer reality for all nations. Nations have moved on and 

developed in different sectors, leaving a large gap in the agricultural workforce worldwide. 

            The cause for the decline of the agricultural workforce is the process of urbanization in the 

development of nations. Urbanization is defined by the UNSD Glossary of Environment Statistics as 

the “increase in the proportion of a population living in urban areas” that are “permanently 

concentrated in relatively small areas...forming cities” (“Urbanization”). With the process of 

urbanization occurring all around the world at different rates, the remaining number of rural citizens 

has decreased drastically. The result of urbanization is the phenomenon called rural-to-urban 

migration, which can be defined by the United Nations Population Division as a type of internal 

migration due to urbanization that is “responsible for the rapid growth of the urban population relative 

to that of the rural population” (United Nations Secretariat). The dent in rural population caused by 
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urban migration has caused a great shift in the industries of nations. Many nations around the world 

do not rely on their agricultural industries for their GDP, however rely on other industries like finance, 

healthcare, and information technologies. 

            Urban migration has always been fueled by the societal idea of a new urban culture. The 

migration of people to cities from farmland is a direct result of people seeing a more successful future 

in cities. Cities are seen as a land of freedom to many where they can get better paying, stable careers. 

Parents see cities as a place to raise their own families with better education standards and 

opportunities. The idea that urban regions are a land of opportunities is one of the major causes of 

urban migration of people. Throughout history, urbanization has grown economies and given birth to 

industrialization that opened up the job field to many new positions. Farmers in troubled rural lands 

who are concerned about issues like flooding to droughts see the city as a place for stability and a 

better style of living. Urban culture is definitely different in every city and county in the world, although 

basic economic benefits are always been associated with urban living for the last century. 

The agricultural workforce has suffered as a result of urban migration for so long. In 1900, 

there were 6.7 rural citizens for every urban citizen. Now, there is less than one rural citizen for every 

urban citizen, and in 2025, it is estimated that there will be two rural citizens for every three urban 

citizens (Satterthwaite). The statistics of urban growth show a consistent decrease in agricultural 

population to urban population in only the last century. With a little over half of the world’s population 

now living in cities instead of rural lands, the amount of farmland has decreased as well as become 

abandoned. As a result, the agricultural workforce continues to decrease as the urban migration 

continues to increase in many places around the world. To prevent a larger world shortage of food 

resources in the future, the problems of urban migration must be managed and controlled so that food 

security can be sustained. 
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History and Description of the Issue 

Agriculture as the Dominant Way of Living 

The origins of agriculture can be traced to the first known ancient society of Mesopotamia. 

The origins of agriculture have been revealed in studies to be the Northern region of Mesopotamia. 

Agriculture was seen as a sustainable way of living where families would harvest food to feed their 

family members. The origins of trade came about during this time as well as societies expanded. As 

populations grew, many looked towards Europe as a viable place of living. The rate of migration of 

people to Europe was seen to be 0.6–1.3 kilometer per year, where societies as a whole shifted slowly 

to Europe by an average of about a kilometer until they finally reached the continent.  The new 

European population began societies based on farming (Pinhasi). Farming resulted in a culture of 

trading to emerge. Trading began between new empires and lands leading to a shift of the way of 

living. Nations of Europe expanded their horizons and implemented foreign policies of imperialism 

in which they colonized new lands including most notably the Americas. When the New World was 

discovered after Christopher Columbus’s voyages in 1492, the Americas were colonized by dominant 

countries like England, France, Spain, and Portugal. They created colonies that were mainly 

agriculturally based. With staple crops in different regions, the trade of agricultural supplies became 

key to maintaining the European economies and the needs of their populations. 

Asia and Africa saw different stories in their origins of agriculture. With their native 

populations becoming dependent on agriculture since the beginning, their cultures saw fewer rapid 

changes in industries. Many large empires still traded with other kingdoms, but much of their 

interaction with the rest of the world were more limited than those of Europe. The cultures were 

sustained by their own self-sufficiency in agriculture and trade. The most transformative change in the 

African and the Asian way of living came with Europeans colonizing their nations in the 1800s and 

1900s. Many kingdoms were overthrown by the Europeans to form large colonies of British India, 
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British South Africa, French Indochina, French Algeria, Dutch Indonesia, Belgian Zaire (Congo), and 

many more. After the colonization of large portions of Asia and Africa, the lands became agricultural 

breeding grounds to finance the rest of their European empire. The Asian and African lifestyle was 

still dominated by agricultural jobs used in trades between imperial nations. The development and 

industrialization of these continents came last as a result of being colonized until the mid-1900s. 

 
Impact of the Combination of Industrialization and Urbanization on People’s Ways of Living 

            In the 1800s, regions of the world saw a large shift in their societies with the beginning of the 

Industrial Revolution. The Industrial Revolution was a time period where many counties, mainly the 

United States and Europe at first, industrialized rapidly. The Industrial Revolution created the factory 

culture of work where different industries operated in concentrated factories where workers 

performed labor tasks usually with machinery. Industries like textiles, steel, cars, and much more drove 

the creation of big cities. As workers started to find jobs in factories, factories bunched together and 

created housing nearby causing masses of people to live in close proximity to each other. The more 

concentrated living conditions became the process of urbanization. Other industries bunched together 

to create functioning communities with thousands to millions of people in living close together. 

Megacities, which are large heavily populated cities, were created as a result of this process. Millions 

of people began to live in the city as it was seen in a positive light. The jobs in the city seemed less 

risky to people as they did not depend yearly on the success of a singular harvest. Families saw 

opportunities in cities that they did not find in their rural towns. Nations of Europe and the United 

States were the first to go through this societal change and to experience urbanization. 

            In Asia, Africa, and South America, the process of industrialization came much later. Some 

nations still today have not completely industrialized. Most of these nations industrialized in the mid 

1900s instead of the mid to late 1800s. As a result, much of these countries needed to play “catch up” 

with their developed counterparts. Large cities were formed in these nations to support the growing 
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populations, and industries were created at a fast rate to accommodate for the several millions that 

lived in these cities. Nonetheless, the development of new industries and cities in such a fast rate 

resulted in them being poorly constructed and managed. In many developing nations, cities have 

become highly populated with rich and poor sections. Poor sectors of cities have created “slums”, 

which in cities like Mumbai and Nairobi, house half the city’s population (Satterthwaite). The creation 

of “slums” is not new to the world as many American and European cities had their own slums during 

their respective industrial revolutions. The poverty experienced in these urban regions have also been 

characterized by food insecurities. In the city of Nairobi, it was measured that 85% of the citizens 

living in the city’s slums experienced some level of food insecurity due to many reasons including 

income, food availability, and location of their homes (Kimani-Murage). Poor communities in 

developing cities are known to live in much worse conditions than their counterparts in developed 

nations. The reason for these lower conditions is the lack of sanitation and the spread of diseases, 

which are a result of both malnutrition and low family incomes. Urban poverty has become a large 

issue for many developing nations as there is not enough land to accommodate for millions of workers 

who can only live off city jobs. 

 
Urbanization in the Last Century 

            After the creation of massive cities in the early years of the 20th century, many cities in Europe 

and America continued to expand until the mid-way into the century to the start of World War II. In 

the 1930s during the Great Depression, city economies failed, and many saw creations of “slums” all 

around the world. After the end of World War II, cities started to shift direction and no longer showed 

high rates of urban migration. The rate of citizens moving out of cities started to increase as people 

moved back to rural lands. Nonetheless, during this time, suburbs were created in the 1950s to 

accommodate families that had people commuting into cities for work. Suburban culture started to 

dominate developed nations as it created metropolitan areas around cities that supported communities 
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with spacious infrastructure and living for people. During the late 1900s, rural populations saw a shift 

of their workforce as city culture influenced the standards of livings in rural towns. These towns 

modernized their infrastructure, which resulted in jobs being found in new industries. In developed 

nations today, rural towns only have 1-2% of their workforce working in agriculture (Satterthwaite). 

The decrease of farmers continued to grow regardless of a negative urban migration in developed 

nations. 

            In developing nations all around the world in the 1900s, industrialization and urbanization still 

continued to grow. Cities continued to expand and urban migration was experienced in high rates. 

Many nations industrialized very late causing cities to continue to grow at an exponential level with 

new industries still being created. Large developing nations still contain megacities which house 

millions of people who live off the culture and jobs in their respective cities. For a majority of these 

nations, the highest paying jobs are located in cities as well as the maximum amount of opportunities. 

Suburban culture was not that prevalent in most of these countries with very rural and tribal lands 

near their cities. The 1900s did not industrialize everyone as there are still nations that need time and 

resources to industrialize. In these nations, the century was still characterized by the agricultural way 

of living. 

            Through the different modes of industrialization and urbanization experienced in nations, the 

availability of food and the structure of their agricultural industries changed. The more developed 

nations were, the importance they placed on maintaining the agricultural industries decreased. The 

food security of these nations has been in jeopardy since their shift to modern industries. Many 

developed nations now must rely more on the food production of other nation to feed their growing 

populations. With several large cities being built and expanded during the end of the 20th century, the 

city life has caused the migration of many from the rural to the urban setting. These people saw cities 

as the future, causing many to pursue careers outside of their past way of living. With poverty 
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increasing and the amount of people suffering from hunger increasing as well, the urbanization of our 

communities left a dent on the food per capita ratio for humans. Food security has decreased as a 

result of urbanization and the growing human population. By the end of the 1900s, societies all around 

the world have changed for better and worst in the attempt to modernize, leaving great achievements 

and struggles to come in agricultural development and in the diversification of careers.  

 

Current Status 

         In the current century, the effects of urbanization have not changed drastically. There is still a 

high abundance of urban migration experienced in developing sectors of the world. The need for cities 

is still present as the world population continues to grow at unstoppable rates. With many nations not 

fully developed, industrialization in the cities continually causes many citizens to move out of rural 

lands in order to get reliable work. Each country in the world is at a different stage of development, 

therefore making it necessary to consider many different viewpoints to solving the depleting 

agricultural workforce. Cities continue to show a better life to most people as they are full of more 

opportunities compared to rural regions. Rural living is characterized to have less infrastructural 

backing and opportunities for their members compared to urban life. According the head of the UN's 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the ideal rural area must attract people on 

the basis of “choice and not a necessity”. The IFAD head adds that rural youth must be encouraged 

to work in rural settings not just because it would secure food security, but it would also eradicate 

rural poverty. Agricultural work must become a “decent income-generating activity” that new 

generations of rural workers want to continue instead of leave for jobs in the city (“Lack of 

Infrastructure”). The lack of opportunities in the agricultural industry must be addressed because the 

only way for the agricultural workforce to be restored is for it to be incentivized and given proper 

standing as a good way of living. 
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         Today, the impacts of urbanization have caused growing dents in the volume of food 

production. With cities continuing to grow, agricultural lands have been lost to the expansion of cities. 

Cities and suburbs have taken away fertile land from farmable areas. Although urbanization may have 

caused a decline in rural workers, it must be realized that urban and rural populations are dependent 

on each other. The agricultural needs of urban populations will forever stay as there will always be a 

high demand for food. Urban dwellers rely on the food supply provided by rural workers, while rural 

workers rely on the urban enterprises for their services. The most concerning part to the rural-urban 

relationship is the sustainability and prosperity of the agricultural industry as workers and lands decline. 

Climate change has been rooted to be one of the key causes of migration to the cities. With disasters 

like flooding and droughts increasing around the world, the ability for farmers in different regions to 

keep up their farms is very difficult. For example, after years of drought, a farmer may not have any 

other option than to move to the city for a reliable job to feed their family. Around 97% of the world’s 

GDP is estimated to come from industries and services, in which a large majority of these industries 

and services are located in urban regions. Poverty is closely connected to the trait of urban migration 

as many of the most sustainable ways of living in poverty is off of resources provided by a city. In 

nations in dire need of economic growth, cities provide the most dependable resources for low to 

middle class families. However, rural lands do not provide as many resources to foster economic 

growth. As countries develop, most people look at cities for growth over agricultural regions, which 

needs to be reexamined as there is potential on both sides (Satterthwaite). 

         Food insecurities are present in both rural and urban regions. With not enough food to feed 

everyone, food insecurities are closely related to poverty. With over 800 million people still struggling 

with hunger, urban and rural development can be tied to the need to produce more crops as well as 

make food affordable for the hungry. Agricultural work is not financed to the extent to which everyone 

can make a living above poverty. Problems of malnutrition are very common in rural regions. The 
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Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reports that a child from a rural region is twice as likely to 

be underweight compared to their urban counterparts. Food availability goes back to the cost. Price 

fluctuations for food products is common both in rural and urban living (“The Spectrum of 

Malnutrition”). In order to remove food insecurity problems from rural and urban regions, ways in 

which the price of food can be lowered must be explored as well as making sure that farmer wages 

are high to sustain a good living and deflect urban migration. 

 

Bloc Positions 

Developed Nations 

For nations that have already experienced their industrial revolutions as well as most of their 

urbanization, their urban migration rates and food security levels are quite different from less 

developed nations. Developed nations have largely urbanized and created large cities surrounded by 

suburban lands. Around 75% urbanization levels are reported for the populations of high-income 

nations, which includes most developed nations (Satterthwaite). There is not a high level of urban 

migration being measured in developed nations as they have already gone through urbanization and a 

phase of retreat to suburban and rural lands. With only 15-30% of their citizens living in rural regions, 

most of their populations are concentrated around metropolitan areas of large cities. Some industries 

have died out in developed nations causing people to move out of the cities to find better opportunities 

in suburban life. For example, the city of Detroit’s prominent car industry has died out, causing many 

to move out and find other work in different industries in the suburbs (Satterthwaite). The agricultural 

industry is not a prominent industry in these nations as it accounts for a small proportion of their 

GDPs. The industry must be given more attention as their workforce will not be able to sustain the 

growing needs of a larger population in the future. Agricultural careers need to be promoted in these 

nations as they are being put in the back seat in the eyes of many. Without proper attention being 
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given to the decreasing workforce of farmer because of the unpleasable factors of agricultural work, 

developed nations will face the problem of being able to sustain functioning agricultural industry in 

the future. 

  

Large Developing Nations 

         In nations that are developing, but supported by large populations and economies, the trends 

of urban migration are very high. Megacities have been created within these populations with new 

prosperous industries that provide jobs with a better lifestyle in the city. Around 17.4 percent of the 

world’s urban population lives in China, and around 10.5 percent of the world’s urban population 

currently lives in India (Satterthwaite). Urban regions in these nations have high population dense 

cities where conditions are variable according to a family’s income level. Rich and poor regions have 

been created within these megacities, which house families with high and low living standards 

respectively. Many of these large cities include slums, which house several poor communities in dire 

living conditions. For example, urban slums are characterized by “inadequate water and sanitation 

infrastructure, very poor housing conditions, and limited education, health and other social services” 

(Kimani-Murage). Nevertheless, urban poverty is still high in cities as the conditions of rural poverty 

are seen as much worse as there are less resources than even slums in these areas.  Economically, large 

developing nations are growing very rapidly, but the conditions of rural regions are not growing as 

much. As cities become bigger, higher urban migration is witnessed and the less people are left in 

regular villages and small towns. Some of these villages are taken over by cities, leaving less land to 

farm while the populations of these nation cannot fully be fed. In order to accommodate for these 

metapopulations of people in small areas, large amounts of farmers and farm land are needed to 

provide large amounts of food supply. In order to stop the mass urban migration experienced from 
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agriculturally based villages to cities, rural youth and other members must be incentivized to stay in 

rural lands and practice farming in a sustainable fashion. 

  

Least Developed Countries (LDC) 

         With a significant portion of the world still not developed, many small nations and newly 

developing nations have a long way to go before they can match the development standards of the 

rest of the world. It is reported that the least developed nations have a urbanization level of 29.1%, 

which is the lowest out of all other categories of nations (Satterthwaite). With less than 30% of their 

people living in cities, a solid 70% still live in rural lands where they practice mainly agricultural and 

cultivating skills. The agricultural industry still dominates most of these nations. There is a lack of rural 

infrastructure in these regions to expand industries and careers for services. Under a statement by the 

council of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in the UN, they report the many problems their nations 

face with food and agriculture. Their agricultural practices are very risky as they depend on rain water 

over irrigation, leaving the threats of climate change to cause disastrous conditions. Many of their 

trades of agricultural supplies face high tariffs by other nations, which impede in their development. 

Food itself has become pricy in many of their regions as price hikes are common (Jahan). Much 

investment is needed in agriculture and rural development to bring stability to these nations as well as 

successful lifestyles that meet developmental standards of the modern world. Urban migration is not 

experienced at high levels in these nations are they are still not completely industrialized or urbanized. 

Therefore, it is necessary to develop the rural regions of these nations to support agricultural and 

economic needs of their nations. 
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Committee Mission 

         The goal of this committee is to find ways to incentivize agricultural careers so that the 

agricultural industry sustains and grows their workforce. As urban migration continues, there is a need 

to develop a plan that properly develops both rural and urban regions without being partial to either 

side but to the overall security of industries and resources. Counties must come together to create a 

consensus on how they will rescue the depleting agricultural industry in regions with different 

developmental conditions. The WFP must encourage the creation of different programs in nations to 

support farmers and their lifestyle so that they can live sustainable lives with cultivating food products. 

The agricultural industry must be expanded in infrastructure to produce larger amount of food supply 

to feed the exponentially growing world population. The purpose of the WFP is to aid nations in times 

of disasters and struggles so that they can continue to develop and stay on the same track as other 

nations around the world. Food is the most important resource for humanity and to continue its 

abundance in the world, the production of food must be sufficient for the consumption of everyone 

in the world. As 800 million people still starve today, the WFP has the duty to remove any obstacles 

seen in food production for further food security. As a result, urban migration and its direct effect in 

diminishing the agricultural workforce is an important issue that must be address before it causes 

severe deficits in food supplies all around the world. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. Where does your nation fall in developmental standards? 

a. How does this developmental standard affect your country’s agricultural industry? 

2. What percentage of your nation’s citizens lives in urbanized regions? 

 . How prevalent is urban migration in your country? 

3. How has urbanization impacted the type of living of the people in your country? 
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4. How has your nation treated it agricultural workforce? 

5. What types of infrastructure is present in rural regions of your country? 

6. Are there any programs in your nations to support agricultural or rural development? 

 . How successful are these programs and can they be implemented in other nations? 
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