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Welcome to the United Nations Security Council!  
My name is Ariba Memon and I am a junior in the College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences majoring in physiology and neurobiology and minoring in political science. I’ve 
always had a passion for science and its application in medicine and international relations, 
especially in regard to human rights issues around the world. My involvement in Model UN 
began in high school as a delegate and director in a conference for middle schoolers. I am 
also currently the Director of UNHRC for the National High School Model UN Conference. At 
UConn, I served as assistant director of UNSC my freshman year, as director of UNHCR my 
sophomore year, and now am excited to be your director back in the Security Council! I’ve 
enjoyed experiencing debate and resolution writing from both points of views and am 
eager to hear all of your ideas. 

Outside of academic life, I love drinking lots of coffee, going on runs, hiking, and just 
enjoying UConn’s beautiful campus! I am also involved as the Social Justice Chair for the 
Pakistani Community at UConn, volunteer with the Red Cross, and serve as a WOW Leader 
on campus. 

This body must address two grave international security and human rights issues. 
The ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya minority group is central to the situation in Myanmar. 
In particular, human rights abuses, inability to achieve equal citizenship rights, and 
deprivation of basic human rights must be discussed. Due to discriminatory policies and 
the stateless status which has prompted mass migration, persecution in Myanmar has 
become a critical issue that the UNSC must address to maintain international peace. On the 
other hand, the Polar Silk Road is an impending international security threat due to the 
effects of climate change on sea ice thinning. Delegates must utilize this body’s mandate to 
prevent tensions from territorial expansion, increased military in certain regions, and 
exploitation of natural resources in the Arctic. The United Nations has unique powers in its 
mandate to address the future implications in both of these topics.  
 I’m eager for the conference to begin, and see the delegate’s preparation and 
interest in the topics. Please feel free to email me with any questions, concerns, or just to 
share your excitement for the conference. I look forward to meeting all the delegates this 
fall! 
 
Best, 
 
Ariba Memon 
2019 UNSC Director 
ariba.memon@uconn.edu 
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Committee History  

The United Nations Security Council arose in 1946 amidst conflict following World 

War II (UN Security Council- Profile). According to the United Nations Charter, the Security 

Council is tasked “to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the 

principles and purposes of the United Nations”(Functions and Powers). The body has five 

permanent members–the People’s Republic of China, France, the Russian Federation, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States of America, and 10 non-permanent members 

elected every two years by the UN General Assembly. Although the permanent members 

represent the post-war powers, the non-permanent members strive to represent all 

regions in the body, including Asia and Africa, Latin America, Eastern Europe, and Western 

Europe. Currently, the non-permanent members are Belgium, Côte d’Ivoire, Dominican 

Republic, Equatorial Guinea, Germany, Indonesia, Kuwait, Peru, Poland and South Africa. 

Procedure and substantive matters that arise in the council require a nine vote majority to 

pass. However, each of the five permanent members has the unique right to veto a 

resolution to prevent it from being passed. 

The United Nations Charter grants the Security Council the unique ability to 

investigate disputes, regulate armaments, call on Member Nations to apply economic 

sanctions to prevent threats to peace or acts of aggression, take military action against 

offending nations, and authorize International Peacekeeping Forces in volatile regions. This 

body aims to fulfill its mission from the UN Charter by investigating situations that threaten 

international peace, recommending procedures to resolve a dispute, and asking member 

nations to disrupt economic or diplomatic relations (UN Security Council. Better World 
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Campaign). As a result, body has played a crucial role in combating disruptions of peace as 

well as human rights violations. 
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Topic A: Rohingya Persecution in Myanmar 

Introduction 

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, also known as Burma, is located in Southeast 

Asia and is bordered by Bangladesh, China, India, Laos and Thailand. Although an ethnically 

diverse nation with 135 ethnic groups and 108 ethnolinguistic groups, 68% of Myanmar’s 

total population is Bamar (Myanmar Population 2019). Additionally, Myanmar is a 

religiously diverse nation; it is 87.9% Buddhist, 6.2% Christian, 4.3% Muslim, 0.8% Animist 

and 0.5% Hindu (Myanmar Population 2019). Despite its overall diversity, the Rohingya 

Muslims, a religious and ethnic minority, have been subjected to ethnic cleansing–when 

one group utilizes violence to remove another ethnic or religious community (Abdelkader, 

Engy). There had been one million Rohingya people who resided in the Rakhine State of 

Myanmar before August 2017(Albert, Eleanor).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1: Distribution of Rohingya in nations surrounding Myanmar 
Source “Myanmar Rohingya: What You Need to Know about the Crisis.” BBC News, BBC, 24 

Apr. 2018, www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41566561. 
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Burma, which was renamed Myanmar in 1989, has denied Rohingya claims to the 

region and considers them illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. In addition, the country has 

refused to approve Rohingya as one of Myanmar’s 135 ethnic groups (Albert, Eleanor). The 

self-identifying term, Rohingya, signifies the ties this Muslim group has to its ethnic origins 

within the region which was once the Arakan Kingdom (Chan, Aye). However, since 

Myanmar is a predominantly Buddhist country, many discriminatory policies coupled with 

increased violence, rape reports, murder, and arson prompted a mass migration beginning 

in August 2017. Almost 420,000 Rohingya Muslims were forced to flee from Myanmar’s 

Rakhine State to Bangladesh as a result of atrocities committed by the Myanmar 

government (Abdelkader, Engy).  However, Rohingya persecution can be traced back to 

British colonialism and Myanmar’s eventual political independence from Great Britain.  

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), which is backed by the Buddhist 

population in Rakhine state, has clashed with the Myanmar military in efforts to achieve 

autonomy for the region (Myanmar Says 9 Police). In response to these attacks by ARSA, 

the UN Security Council found that the Myanmar military has committed war crimes in 

their treatment of Rohingya Muslims (Myanmar, February 2019). The Security Council 

must address many key issues to maintain peace in the region. These include how to end 

discrimination against Rohingyas to begin the repatriation from Bangladesh and how to 

improve access to the Rakhine state to allow for international humanitarian aid (Myanmar, 

February 2019).  

Today, the Rohingya are considered the largest stateless community in the world 

(Abdelkader, Engy). Lacking citizenship and legal protection from the government, they are 
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deprived of basic human rights including access to healthcare, education and employment 

opportunities. In addition, the government denies them the freedom to worship, marry, 

move freely, own property, and limits them to no more than two children as a result of 

their religious and ethnic identity. 

 

History/Description of the Issue: 
 
All who identify as Rohingya are Muslims from present day Buthidaung and 

Maungdaw Townships of Arakan or Rakhine State. Arakan was an independent kingdom 

before the Burmese conquered it in 1784, but Burmese oppression prompted many 

Arakanese people to migrate to British Bengal (Chan, Aye). However, at the end of the first 

Anglo-Burmese War in 1826, the Arakan province was absorbed into British India (Chan, 

Aye). Within the Arakan State, there were 4 ethnically distinct Muslim groups–the most 

notable being the Chittagonian Bengalis who resided in the Mayu Frontier which is now 

Burma’s border with modern Bangladesh. During colonial rule, policies prompted an 

increase in migrant laborers in order to increase overall rice and agricultural profits 

(Abdelkader, Engy). The Chittagonian or Rohingya immigrants entered present day 

Myanmar and became the ethnically dominant group, while the overall Muslim population 

was increasing in Arakan. Before World War II, Mayu Frontier was marked by peaceful 

coexistence between distinct religious and ethnic identities during British administration 

with various Arkanese villages. However, a combination of foreign forces in the region 

coupled with British rule exacerbated religious and ethnic tensions. For example, during 

World War II, the British promised the Rohingya people their own land in exchange for 
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support against the Japanese.While the Rohingya were given high government posts, they 

still lacked recognition and an autonomous state despite their historical ties to the land. 

Additionally, when British administration withdrew from India in 1942, the Arkanese 

began attacking Muslim villages forcing them to flee north. Following this, World War II 

ethnic violence between Arakanese Buddhists and Muslim Chittagonians was at the 

forefront of the political tensions in the region (Chan, Aye).  

After Myanmar independence in 1948, ethnic conflict and inability for Muslims to 

return home following Japanese occupation instigated Mujahid rebellions. The Mujahid 

Party sent a letter in 1948 to the government of the Union of Burma with specific demands: 

a region be recognized as the National Home of the Muslims in Burma, Muslims of Arakan 

must be recognized as nationalities in Burma, and the refugees must be resettled in their 

villages, among many others (Chan, Aye). However, these demands and necessity for North 

Arakan to be established as a free and equal Muslim state were ignored because a Myanmar 

nationalist movement believed that the Rohingya people benefited from colonial rule, while 

a growing Buddhist religious force contributed to the animosity. As a result, the Mujahid 

rebelled in the Arkanese villages to demand citizenship. 

By 1950, Bengali Muslims, the direct descendants of Chittagong immigrants, who 

immigrated from present day Bangladesh to the new Arakan state, were among the first 

who self identified as the Rohingya people (Chan, Aye). The Myanmar government, 

however, refused to grant Rohingya citizenship due to the 1948 citizenship law resulting in 

an entire population of stateless people. The oppressive military junta in power from 1962 

to 2011 introduced a more restrictive law, the Citizenship Act of Myanmar, that prevented 
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Rohingya from accessing full citizenship (Albert, Eleanor). In 1977, the Rohingya people 

were already considered illegals and the government justified this status since they were 

already escaping to Bangladesh in an effort to avoid being subjected to more violence. 

However this act, which was enacted in 1982, “required that a person’s ancestors belong to 

a national race or group present in Myanmar prior to British rule in 1823, to become a 

citizen” (Abdelkader, Engy). While Rohingya origin can be traced back to the 12th century, 

the military junta viewed this group as illegal immigrants granted access to the region by 

British colonization.  

This military rule saw the minority Rohingya group as a threat to the nationalistic 

identity marking the beginning of an oppressive rule. The army killed, raped and tortured 

Rohingya people, closed all Rohingya social and political organizations, halted all private 

Rohingya businesses, and subjected them to forced labor, detention and physical assaults in 

an attempt to dehumanize an entire population (Abdelkader, Engy). This prompted an 

exodus of more the 250,000 people to Bangladesh from 1991 to 1992 (Abdelkader, Engy). 

Since then, discriminatory policies and violence have prompted the mass migration of 

Rohingya refugees to neighboring countries, most notably, Bangladesh. In October 2016, 

Bangladesh saw a migration of 80,000 Rohingya, and by 2018, more than 900,000 

Rohingya refugees were in Cox’s Bazar, located in southern Bangladesh (Bangladesh Is 

Not). Despite threats of facing a cyclone, landslides or flooding, this is the world’s largest 

refugee camp (Bangladesh Is Not). However, due to overcrowding and poor conditions, 

refugees are vulnerable to disease, fires, and sexual violence.  
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Current Status: 

Due to the citizenship laws enacted in Myanmar, the Rohingya people are the largest 

stateless group in the world (Abdelkader, Engy). Lack of citizenship status creates barriers 

towards accessible healthcare services, education and employment opportunities, and 

denial of basic human rights including the right to worship freely or marry without 

restriction (Abdelkader, Engy). A UN prompted census held in 2014 allowed the Rohingya 

identity to be registered, but following boycotts from Buddhist nationalists, the 

government only allowed the Rohingya people to register if they identified as Bengali 

(Albert, Eleanor). In the 1990s, the military junta allowed Rohingyas to register as 

temporary residents with “white cards” for identification which granted them limited 

rights including the ability to vote in Myanmar’s constitutional referendum in 2008 and 

general election in 2015  (Albert, Eleanor). However, increased resistance from Buddhist 

nationalists in 2015 prompted the President to revoke the white cards and right to vote in 

further elections.  

Since August of 2017, the mass exodus of Rohingya people marked the beginning of 

international attention towards this humanitarian crisis. The Arakan Rohingya Salvation 

Army (ARSA), a militant group, attacked more than 30 police and army posts (Albert, 

Eleanor). In response, the Myanmar military opened fire on Rohingya civilians killing at 

least 6,700 Rohingya, destroyed and cleared at least 288 villages to build new 

infrastructure, and planted landmines near the Bangladesh border (Myanmar Rohingya). 

This prompted more than 420,000 Rohingya Muslims to flee to Bangladesh, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Thailand (Abdelkader, Engy). Bangladesh has been the most geographically 
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accessible nation to displaced refugees, despite limited resources and high risk of disease 

outbreaks in overcrowded camps; Bangladesh accepted 1.1 million Rohingya refugees 

following this exodus (Albert, Eleanor). According to the UNHCR, as of April 2019, Malaysia 

has 147,590 refugees from Myanmar, 90,200 of which are Rohingyas with no legal status, 

access to education or health care (Albert, Eleanor).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Figure 1.2: A map of Rohingya migration from the Rakhine State to other countries as a 

result of violence.  
Source: Albert, Eleanor, and Andrew Chatzky. “What Forces Are Fueling Myanmar's 

Rohingya Crisis?” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 5 Dec. 2018, 
www.cfr.org/backgrounder/rohingya-crisis. 

 
The international community has responded with condemnation of violence and 

plans to send aid amidst the conflict. According to a report by Inter Sector Coordination 
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Group, by April 2018, 70% of the one million refugees were receiving food aid, many were 

being treated for malnutrition, and by early 2018, 315,000 children were receiving 

vaccines (Myanmar Rohingya). The UN Security Council responded to the violence in 

August 2017 with three meetings on, “the situation in Myanmar” (Consideration of 

Questions). The Secretary General stressed the importance for the international 

community to send support to end violence, discrimination and displacement in the 

Rakhine State. By November of 2017, the Council condemned the violence that had 

prompted the migration of over 607,000 people, and were concerned over human rights 

violations committed by the military (Consideration of Questions). In addition, the Security 

Council reported humanitarian efforts to Rakhine state were insufficient considering arson 

and the destruction of villages continued through 2017. Myanmar restricted access by 

many United Nations agencies to aid alongside Red Cross and World Food Programme. 

Recently, reports by the Myanmar military dictate that nine policemen were killed in an 

attack in Rakhine state in March 2019 by the insurgent group (Myanmar Says 9 Police). As 

a result, the government has announced that ARSA is a terrorist organization. 

The United States imposed sanctions against Myanmar in 2018 for human rights 

abuses and ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya Muslims while also raising concern for 

violence against other minority groups in the region including communities in the Kachin 

and Shan states (Toosi, Nahal). The sanctions targeted military commanders, border guard 

police commander and military units which resulted in the blocking of any assets under 

American jurisdiction, with economic sanctions imposed on a military leader as well 

(Toosi, Nahal). 
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Bloc Positions 

Some of the international community describes the violence in Myanmar as ethnic 

cleansing with some human rights groups and UN leaders concerned about acts of genocide 

(Albert, Eleanor). For example, protesters in Pakistan, India, Thailand, Indonesia, and 

Bangladesh have called for an end to the violence and Bangladesh authorities have worked 

with the Myanmar government towards the repatriation of the Rohingya people. On the 

other hand, other UN Security Council nations are wary about penalizing the Myanmar 

government for protecting itself. A Security Council meeting in December 2017 on the 

situation in Myanmar highlights the positions of many nations. 

The United States has condemned all acts of violence by the Burmese military and 

has called for an independent investigation into the Burmese military in 2017. Nikki Haley, 

the ambassador from the United States encouraged Bangladesh to work with the UNHCR to 

protect refugees from diseases and human trafficking (United Nations). In addition, both 

the United States and Kazakhstan, among other nations, have called upon investigations for 

human rights violations such as sexual and gender based violence against women, torture, 

arson of homes, schools and places of worship (United Nations). Kazakhstan also requested 

that the international  community address Myanmar’s citizenship Act of 1982, which 

originally removed legal rights from Rohingyas.  

The Russian Federation believes a dialogue between all ethnicities and faiths is the 

only method to resolve the division in the Rakhine state (United Nations). In addition, it 

calls on the need to respect Myanmar’s national sovereignty and supports the agreement 
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on 23 November regarding the voluntary repatriation of refugees considering the exodus of 

Rohingya Muslims in August of 2017. The Russian Federation believes accusations and 

mass condemnations from the international community regarding speculative accounts of 

genocide against Muslims must be avoided to settle the situation in the Rakhine state 

(United Nations). Similarly China has condemned violent attacks and supported Myanmar’s 

efforts to protect itself from further instability (United Nations). Wu Haitao, ambassador 

from China, reported the question of the Rakhine state should be decided between 

Myanmar and Bangladesh and has chosen not to get too involved (United Nations). Both 

Russia and China have boycotted a 2018 draft resolution that would require Myanmar to 

return Rohingya refugees to their homes and possibly impose sanctions. Additionally, both 

China and India support the Myanmar government due to infrastructure projects in 

Rakhine. India is building a sea-river-land connection to one of its ports and China will be 

building an oil pipeline and railroad link in northern Rakhine, where threat of terrorism 

can affect the projects (Why Do China).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.3: China’s oil pipeline through Myanmar. 
Source: “Why Do China, India Back Myanmar over the Rohingya Crisis?” South China 

Morning Post, 20 July 2018, 
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www.scmp.com/week-asia/geopolitics/article/2115839/why-do-china-india-back-myan
mar-over-rohingya-crisis. 

The United Kingdom called on military action in the Rakhine state to cease, and has 

ended training courses for the Myanmar military (Myanmar Rohingya). Jonathan Allen, 

ambassador from the United Kingdom, raised concerns in December 2017 about the 

voluntary agreement for the repatriation of refugees since political situations in Myanmar 

are still unsafe (United Nations). The government and security forces in Myanmar are 

responsible to guarantee freedom of movement, access to basic services and pathway to 

citizenship before Rohingyas can return. In addition, the United Kingdom calls, “for 

transparent investigations into allegations of serious human rights abuses and violations” 

and for full access to the Rakhine state for humanitarian aid organizations (United 

Nations). Although the United Kingdom had contributed $79 million to the United Nations 

humanitarian response plan in 2017, the plan itself ran out of funds in 2018 (United 

Nations).  

 

Committee Mission 

Considering the historical ethnic, socioeconomic, and religious tensions in Myanmar, 

the United Nations Security Council must address the repatriation of Rohingya refugees, 

how to mitigate the political conflict with ARSA, whether the Myanmar government should 

be charged with human rights abuses and how to stabilize the region. This body must 

maintain peace and investigate disputes, and can impose economic sanctions or utilize 

military action to achieve these goals. Therefore, it is imperative that member nations 

consider the long term effects of conflict within Myanmar, the continued displacement of 
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refugees, and whether previous efforts by nations like the United States to impose 

sanctions are effective methods to ensure progress towards reaching peace.  

 

Questions to Consider 

1. What is your country’s position on imposing sanctions as a means to penalize or 

encourage another nation? Does it support the United States decision and UN 

Security Council draft resolutions that suggest imposing sanctions? 

2. How has your country aided Bangladesh following the 2017 exodus? Does your 

country side with the Myanmar military’s efforts to protect itself? 

3. Is your country currently involved in a civil war, and how has it mitigated the 

conflict? 

4. What is your country’s stance on the legal status of Rohingya people according to 

their historical ties to the region as well as the Citizenship Act of 1982? 

5. How could Myanmar support the repatriation of Rohingya people in terms of 

guaranteeing peace in the region or increasing accessibility to health care services, 

for example.  

6. Are the actions against the Rohingya people considered genocide? 
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Topic B: The Polar Silk Road  

Introduction 

Due to the effects of climate change during the 20th century, temperatures have 

increased by up to 5°C, causing sea ice thinning (Anisimov, Oleg). Although this has cleared 

paths for new shipping routes and extended the accessibility to the Northern Sea Route 

(NSR) by up to four months, it has also increased the vulnerability of indigenous people 

(Northern Sea Route and the Northwest Passage). Longer navigating seasons through these 

previously frozen areas in the arctic may offer access to oil, fish and gas, and strengthen 

trade between Russia and other Asian nations (Climate Change's Impact). Additionally, it 

can strengthen Japan-Russia relations as Japan can import liquefied natural gas through 

Russia’s peninsula, promote fast and cheap trade between China and Europe, and allow 

China to extend its sources for natural gas (Climate Change's Impact). However, due to 

tensions over territorial issues in the East and South China Sea, for example, shipping 

through these regions could also exacerbate existing problems. China and Japan’s 

disagreement over the sovereignty of the uninhabited islands in the East China Sea, 

coupled with many nations’ disputing territorial claims in the South China Sea has 

generated a lot of tension (Climate Change's Impact). The Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 

and Security adds the United States into the volatile political situation as it requires the U.S. 

to act to protect Japan if there is any military action towards Japan or the disputed islands 

(Climate Change's Impact). Due to existing security risks through the NSR around Asia, it’s 

possible that new developments in the arctic due to climate change can worsen political 

conditions. 
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After China’s announcement in 2013 to develop the Belt and Road Initiative, many 

nations grew concerned over China’s impending rise in power from regional development, 

and possible increase in military in the region (China's Massive Belt). With additional 

ambitions in January of 2018 to extend President Xi Jinping’s Polar Silk Road, also known 

as the Belt and Road Initiative, to the Arctic, a new source of tension arose (China Unveils). 

Although the original plan offered economic and geopolitical benefits to China including 

increased investment opportunities, growing export markets and strengthened economic 

links to western nations, this extension has proposed new roadblocks as well (China's 

Massive Belt). Many nations have headstarted different developments to explore the 

extension of the Northern Sea Route into the arctic in pursuit of their own interests. The 

United Nations Security Council must maintain international peace and security by 

addressing the possible risk of disputes over territorial or maritime claims. 

 

History and Description of the Issue 

Climate change has proven to have geopolitical implications in the Arctic Ocean as 

melting ice is prompting new shipping and trade strategies. According to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Arctic has warmed about 1°C per decade, 

which is twice the global rate (Anisimov, Oleg). The dispersed population in the Arctic, 

consisting of both indigenous people and those that have migrated over the 20th century, 

have been affected by global politics. For example, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent 

Organic Pollutants is an international agreement that addressed how contaminants 

produced all over the world have a detrimental effect on the health of these local 
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populations (Anisimov, Oleg). This agreement, in particular, addresses the deleterious 

effects of chemical productions all over the world and on the Arctic region. It is imperative 

to consider how such an agreement can aim to protect environmental damage when 

considering the unknown future geopolitical implications of this issue. In particular, 

consider the effects of increasing accessibility to the Arctic with new shipping lanes when 

drafting resolutions for this unique issue.  

The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental forum that promotes cooperation 

between Arctic States, protection of indigenous Arctic communities, especially on issues of 

sustainable development (“CAFF Board Meeting”). It is comprised of Canada, Finland, 

Demark (Greenland), Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States (Sharma, 

Trivun). Most importantly, the Arctic Council is a forum where projects and initiatives can 

be funded by Arctic States and does not employ military security (“CAFF Board Meeting”). 

According to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the nation's 

Exclusive Economic Zone extends to 200 nautical miles off the coast (Sharma, Trivun). 

Therefore, Russia claims almost 40% of the Arctic territory–more than any other Arctic 

state (Sharma, Trivun). The Arctic itself is abundant with natural gas, and as accessibility to 

Arctic territory increases, so does reserves of gold, zinc, nickel and iron. 

The Suez Canal connecting the Medditarrannean Sea to the India Ocean, was once 

essential for international trade from Europe directly to Asia (Suez Canal). However, as a 

result of melting Arctic ice, the Northern Sea Route, a shipping lane along the Russian coast 

of Siberia linking the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean has become a newly advantageous route 

(NORTHERN SEA). The NSR reduces the travel distance from Northern Europe to China and 
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northwest North America by almost 40% compared to routes through the Suez Canal, 

reduces overall transportation time and fuel consumption, and has a longer period of 

accessibility due to melting ice (NORTHERN SEA). In addition, the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change suggests that by 2050, the Northern Sea Route will have 125 days per 

year with favourable conditions and longer summers for increase marine navigation 

(Anisimov, Oleg). The Northwest Passage, a sea route connecting the Arctic and Pacific 

Ocean along the northern coast of North America, has also become more accessible in 

recent years due to loss of summer sea ice (Kahn, Brian). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1: The Northern Sea Route, the Northwest Passage and the Panama Canal are all 
northern routes for trade. While the major trade routes have been the Panama Canal and 

Suez Canal, melting ice has increased accessibility to other routes. 
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Source: “Northern Passage / Arctic Gateway.” City of Prince Rupert, 
www.princerupert.ca/hays2/becoming_global_community/northern_passage_arctic_gatew

ay. 
 

Rapidly melting ice has illuminated the economic benefits of utilizing the Northern 

Sea Route. Decreased transit times and easier shipment of oil and liquid natural gas, as well 

as increased energy trade through the NSR, specifically for Russia, has made the Arctic a 

critical region (Sharma, Trivun). However, an increased demand for the resources and 

accessibility through the Arctic may prompt competition and tension between nations. For 

example, certain nations like Russia and China may develop initiatives to benefit from the 

resources and territorial expansion opportunities which can initiate strategies to block 

other nations’ progress. 

China has had its own ambitions to develop its infrastructure and increase 

accessibility in the Arctic. In 2013, President Xi Jinping launched the Silk Road Economic 

Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, collectively known as the New Silk Road or 

the Belt and Road Initiative (China's Massive Belt). The name mirrors the original Silk Road 

which expanded trade networks through many Asian countries, including modern day 

Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, India and 

Pakistan, and extended to Europe (China's Massive Belt). Therefore, during China’s Han 

Dynasty, Central Asia connected the eastern and western traditions, religion, and market. 

The new Polar Silk Road has two initiatives. The Economic Belt aims to create a 

network of railways, energy pipelines, and highways reaching Russia to the west, and 

Pakistan and India to the south. On the other hand, the Maritime Silk Road aims to expand 

trade by investing in ports from Southeast Asia to East Africa (China's Massive Belt ). As of 
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2019, more than 125 countries have signed bilateral agreements or begun developing 

projects to support the Belt and Road Initiative (“The Belt and Road Initiative and 

Increased). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

\ 
 
 

Figure 1.2: Land and Sea Routes of the Belt and Road Initiative. 
Source: “China's Massive Belt and Road Initiative.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on 

Foreign Relations, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-massive-belt-and-road-initiative. 
 

Current Status 

While the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea has determined set maritime 

boundaries, countries can attempt to extend that zone. As a result of melting arctic ice, 

multiple nations have discovered shorter travel times in existing routes. These new 
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ambitions to explore and exploit resources can prompt territorial disputes. For example, 

Denmark has extended its claim to the Lomonosov Ridge, which includes the North Pole, 

which interferes with Russia’s territorial claims (Jessica Brown). In addition, as the 

possibility to exploit natural resources in the Arctic is becoming more prominent, the 

European Union, Canada, Russia, China, the United States, Japan, Iceland, Denmark and 

South Korea signed an agreement to halt fishing for the next 16 years in the Arctic Ocean to 

allow for scientific research in the region (Jessica Brown). However, with competition 

between countries looming, it is possible that agreements can be violated. 

Russia is headstarting the exploration in the Arctic; in August of 2017, Russia sent a 

ship from Norway to South Korea in two thirds the time it takes through the Suez Canal 

(Jessica Brown). Since the Northern Sea Route is under Russia’s economic zone, there is 

concern over how increased access might prompt geopolitical tensions. Russia has 

announced ambitions to tow a nuclear power station in August 2019 via the Northern Sea 

Route to provide electric power to the Arctic region (Ilyushina, Mary). Since 2 million 

Russians live in Arctic villages, the nuclear power plant is beneficial for the economic 

development of the region (Ilyushina, Mary). In particular, this tool can aid Russian plans to 

access natural resources in the Arctic. However there are environmental concerns and 

parallels to the Chernobyl disaster in Russia due to the previous catastrophic effects of a 

nuclear reactor. These included deaths and long term exposure to dangerous levels of 

radiation (Ilyushina, Mary). 
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Figure 1.3: Upcoming Northern Sea Route voyage for Russia’s nuclear power plant 

Source: Ilyushina, Mary. “Russia Plans to Tow a Nuclear Power Station to the Arctic. Critics 
Dub It a 'Floating Chernobyl'.” CNN, Cable News Network, 29 June 2019, 

www.cnn.com/2019/06/28/europe/russia-arctic-floating-nuclear-power-station-intl/inde
x.html. 

 

China’s plans to expand on the new Polar Silk Road, also known as the Belt and Road 

Initiative, has received both support and criticism from other states. In 2019, China agreed 

on a deal with Italy to invest in port infrastructure to benefit the transport of Chinese goods 

through Europe (Chatzky, Andrew). Italy became the first G7 country to officially sign onto 

the initiative (“The Belt and Road Initiative and Increased). Italy benefits from new 

geopolitical investments as it strengthens bilateral ties. However, many other European 

nations and the United States are increasingly concerned about the national security of 

such extensive investments (Chatzky, Andrew). For example, through the two-initiative 

project China will invest in ports, energy and technology. Hesitant nations are concerned 

that China can develop the ability to spy on European communications (Chatzky, Andrew). 
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The military implications of the Belt and Road Initiative are also grave. The extension of the 

Belt and Road Initiative may increase the presence of the People’s Liberation Army. To 

counter, the United States is considering to support its military in East Asia to prevent 

control of the South China Sea by China (Ratner, Ely). 

China has increased military presence along Belt and Road Initiative trade routes 

(“The Belt and Road Initiative and Increased). In July 2019, China completed two military 

exercises with Germany and France to strengthen trust and partnership with both nations 

(“The Belt and Road Initiative and Increased). Previously in 2018, China conducted a 

military exercise with the European Union Naval Force at its first overseas military base in 

Djibouti (“The Belt and Road Initiative and Increased). These partnerships demonstrate 

China’s military expansion and strengthening of relationships between critical geopolitical 

players.  

 

Bloc Positions 

The United States is concerned over Russia and China’s policies extending to the 

Arctic region, paralleling new waterways to the increased militarization and competing 

territorial claims in the South China Sea (Hansler, Jennifer). Although economic 

opportunities are vast and there are new opportunities for trade, there are many 

challenges associated with the geopolitical interest of nations. The United States is 

particularly hesitant about the Belt and Road Initiative. Aside from concerns over China’s 

increasing economic and political control through new efforts, the United States is aiming 

to evaluate possible new projects (Ratner, Ely). In addition, the U.S is concerned for other 
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states that are vulnerable to corruption or in debt which China can take advantage for 

geopolitical interests. As a result, the United States could team up with states like Australia, 

Japan and Singapore to aid nations that are evaluating proposed infrastructure projects 

(Ratner, Ely). Due to threats that both Russia could control the Northern Sea Route and 

increase efforts by China in the Arctic, the United States has vetoed China’s effort to be in 

the Arctic Council (Goble, Paul). 

China has headstarted many initiatives in the Northern Sea Route. In particular, 

China has produced icebreaker–a special-purpose ship utilized to navigate through Arctic 

water–for sea trials in order to bring vessels to the Arctic and become a critical supplier of 

natural gas carriers for this route (Goble, Paul). With more development of ships, 

icebreakers, and port facilities in Russia and Scandinavian north, China is increasing its 

geopolitical control of the Arctic regardless of membership in the Arctic Council (Goble, 

Paul). In addition, China has aimed to increase its military presence abroad, by opening the 

military base, providing the most troops for UN peacekeeping missions, and strengthening 

partnerships with Nato countries like Germany and France (“The Belt and Road Initiative 

and Increased). Russia has promoted an alliance with China through a joint effort in 

developing the Northern Sea Route and has made substantial progress with developing 

icebreakers and completing test runs with ships (Goble, Paul). It has  

not been as concerned with Chinese expansion in the Arctic as other nations have 

expressed.  

 

Committee Mission 
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The United Nations Security Council is mainly responsible for promoting and 

protecting international peace and security (“United Nations Security Council). With a 

multi faceted issue like the Polar Silk Road, which considers the two initiative based project 

by China, other nations’ involvement in developing the Northern Sea Route, and resistance 

from nations like the United States, there is a future threat of volatility in the Arctic. For 

example, with increased Chinese military presence overseas, states may see it as a threat to 

sovereignty and security (“The Belt and Road Initiative and Increased). Therefore, the 

United Nations Security Council must settle disputes by peaceful means, or rely on 

sanctions or force to restore peace (“United Nations Security Council). Although this issue 

has not elevated to an immediate security risk, continued development in the Arctic, 

agreements between nations to build infrastructure that prompts military presence, and 

increased exploration through the Arctic can lead to territorial disputes. As a result, this 

body must utilize recent developments to consider future implications of each nation’s 

geopolitical efforts, and use the unique mandate of the UN Security Council to protect 

international security. 

 

Questions 

1. What infrastructure and maritime developments has your country made 

considering a partnership with the Belt and Road Initiative, or in the Arctic itself? 

2. Does your country view China’s development of the Polar Silk Road as a security 

threat? 
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3. How does China’s geopolitical efforts intersect with your country’s interests in 

developing the Arctic? Does it differ or does your nation have an agreement with 

China? 

4. Why would exploring the economic opportunities in the Arctic be beneficial for your 

country? 

5. Does the threat of nations exploiting natural resources and the effects of climate 

change on indigenous communities concern your country? 
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