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Welcome delegates!  
 
My name is Walter Dodson and I will be returning for my third University of Connecticut Model 
United Nations Conference as director of UNESCO.  I am incredibly excited to meet all of you and 
see how you all plan to find solutions to pressing problems around the world.  I am a Junior Political 
Science and Philosophy double major.  As aforementioned, this is my third year participating in 
UCMUN.  My first year I was an Assistant Director for the UN Development Programme and last 
year I was the director of the International Law Commission.  When I am not at UCMUN meetings, 
I am the President of the UConn Public Interest Research Group, where we run campaigns to 
support and protect the public and student interest.  In addition, I have worked on several political 
campaigns and have done my fair share of lobbying.  I mention this because it has been my 
experience that the best way to solve problems is to work together.  Coming into this committee 
session, you should be prepared to not have the correct or most popular answer. You should be 
willing to take your idea and change it so that everyone agrees.  When you have a mindset like this, 
progress is possible.   
 
The United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organization was founded to maintain 
international peace, understanding, and advancement by means of increasing education, scientific 
advancement, and cultural diffusion.  These pillars will be crucial for understanding and doing well 
in our committee.  “Expanding Internet Access in the Third World” and “Protecting Muslims 
Rights Around the World” are two topics that have adverse effects on Education, Science, and 
culture the world over.  Finding solutions to these problems will have to rely on an understanding of 
the purview of this committee. 
 
My final thoughts in this letter will be about committee conduct.  If there is one part of this letter 
that you should read, it is this one.  I run committee very structured and very by the book.  That 
being said, this is a learning conference, if you do not make the correct motion, or say the wrong 
amount of time, you will not be yelled at or chastised for it by the dais.  It is my goal as your director 
to ensure that everyone feels welcome and safe.  I will not tolerate any kind of bullying or disrespect 
for your fellow delegates, myself or any UCMUN staff, or the University of Connecticut.  Do not be 
afraid to speak your mind, even in a room that does not agree.  Often times, the person that has the 
courage to go against the current, is correct in the end. 
 
I cannot wait to meet all of you and get started!  If you have any questions, please feel free to send 
me an email! 
 
Walter Dodson 
UCMUN 2018 UNESCO Director 
walter.dodson@uconn.edu 
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Committee History 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations (UNESCO) can trace 

its lineage back to the original League of Nations in 1922. At these original Geneva meetings, a 

committee was established to foster a genuine international recognition of science and culture. Seeking 

to create an organization whose purpose would be executed in the name of peace, the founders of the 

committee hoped to promote educational and scientific growth and cultural respect. The UNESCO 

Constitution was signed 16 November 1945 and was ratified by thirty-seven countries in 1946 (History 

of UNESCO). UNESCO is an autonomous organization that maintains an official working 

relationship with the United Nations. 

UNESCO is comprised of three separate bodies that work together to fulfill its promise: the 

General Conference, the Executive Board, and the Secretariat, which is chaired by the Director-

General. The General Conference is comprised of delegates from UNESCO’s member states and 

meets once every two years. Decisions of Policy require a simple majority to pass the General 

Conference. They are subsequently sent to each nation’s proper legislative body for ratification within 

one year. The Executive Board is comprised of fifty-eight member states who are elected to four year 

terms. It establishes the agenda for the Conference and prepares a quasi-budget. The secretariat 

executes the function and programs of UNESCO (UNESCO-Structure).  

UNESCO believes all children, regardless of who they are or where they live, deserve access 

to the opportunities provided by a quality education. Additionally, the organization believes all nations 

should have access to the scientific advancements currently enjoyed by modernized nations. Lastly, 

UNESCO holds that culturally diverse communities are of the utmost importance for securing peace 

in an increasingly globalized world (Introducing UNESCO). Success in UNESCO’s mission is crucial 

for maintaining international peace and understanding. 
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Topic A: Expanding Internet Access in the Third World 

Introduction 

When Americans watched the Soviet-made satellite, Sputnik, launch into space, they thought 

the Soviets were going to win the Cold War. As a reactionary measure, the United States government 

created several new federal agencies with science at their core; among these was the Department of 

Defense’s Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA).  Starting in 1962, the idea for the Internet 

was first conceived by scientists at ARPA.  It came to fruition in 1969 and then proceeded to grow 

and expand (Invention of the Internet).  The Internet grew, larger and then exploded into the size that 

it is today.  By the mid 2000s there was a computer in every house and this led to an interconnectedness 

between people of the world that was unprecedented.  This global connection fostered economic 

growth, new avenues for education, scientific discovery, and a broader dispersal of the various cultures 

of the world.  Despite its vast importance, more than half of the world population, around four billion 

people, do not have access to the Internet.  Most of these 4 billion people are found in developing 

countries.  It is the vast nature of the Internet that UNESCO has decided to take up this issue.  By 

finding a way to expand Internet access to the third world, the prosperity of the Internet can be 

brought to poorer nations and thus creating a more prosperous world. 

 

Figure 1.1: Sputnik Spacecraft. Source: The Space Review 
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History and Description of the issue 

At the height of the Cold War, the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(USSR) were at each other's throats, ready to strike at any moment.  As a way to channel this 

aggression, extreme nationalism took place to try and prove one nation’s superiority over the other.  

The final frontier, space, was the last remaining unexplored region within mankind’s grasp, and both 

nations were moving to claim it.  On October 4th, 1957 the Soviet Union launched the first satellite 

into orbit, thus thrusting them into the lead in the space race.  The American public was shocked and 

outraged that their nation had fallen behind.  President Eisenhower took action, he and the Congress 

moved to establish many agencies focused on expanding American scientific research.  The two most 

important for safeguarding American superiority were the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) and the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) within the Department 

of Defense (The Invention of the Internet).   

In 1962, the director of ARPA asked scientist JCR Licklider to head the behavioral sciences 

and command & control divisions at ARPA.  He was given two computers and charged with finding 

a way to better utilize computers, specifically for communication.  Through his relationships in 

academia, he created a computer research group with several universities in California; this group 

would go on to be named the “Intergalactic Computer Network.”  That same year, Licklider sent out 

a memo to the group citing the need for a common operating system between the computers as to 

foster development of new technologies and techniques between the researchers (Internet Pioneers).  

This system that he cited would allow all computers running the same operating system and connected 

to the same network, to be able to access the same information whenever they wanted it. As such, it 

is not unlike the Internet of today.  This was a grand idea both in scope and hardware, but the main 

problem would lie in how information was transferred. 
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Figure 1.2: JCR Licklider. Source: DB Hurley 

 

 Up to this point, all communication was sent through telephone lines, also known as analog 

lines or dial up.  With this system, a user could only send one message at a time, in that when you pick 

up the phone the line closes off and only you and the other person are speaking to each other.  For 

this think of a tube that can fit a tennis ball and nothing more; you can pass a tennis ball fine, but if 

you send one tennis ball through and try to send another, it will be stuck behind the first one. On top 

of that, if a segment of the tube was destroyed, or either terminal, then the ball couldn’t be passed all 

the way through.  This was how the US communications system operated at the time, and with the 

Soviets getting stronger, one well-placed bomb would make us effectively mute, deaf, and dumb.  The 

Air Force was focused on finding a way to safeguard our communications, which led to packet 

switching.  Traditional information was sent through the analog system, one packet at a time, but 

packet switching allowed for different communications or information to be sent at the same time on 

the same channel by breaking up the information into smaller packets that could move around the 

larger blocks and reassemble themselves at the terminal.  Going back to the tube and tennis ball, the 

idea is breaking the tennis ball up into small pieces and sending them to the end, where they reassemble 
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into the tennis ball again.  This allows different “tennis balls” to be sent at the same time through the 

same tube.  This system is also called connectionless, therefore you do not need dedicated circuits and 

if one end of the system is taken out, the packets can be moved around and sent a different way 

(“What is packet-switched?”).   

Packet switching was developed by Leonard Kleinrock who then brought the idea to JCR 

Licklider’s successor Lawrence Roberts to develop the idea further.  Packet switching became the basis 

for ARPANET and the development of the Internet (Brief History of the Internet).  On October 29, 

1969 with two computers connected on ARPANET, a network consisting of two computers setup 

between UCLA and Stanford University, the team at UCLA sent a simple message to Stanford, 

“LOGIN.”  The message only had “LO” send before the system crashed, it was fixed within an hour 

and the full message was sent, thus changing the face of communication around the world. 

 

Figure 1.3: Project Log from UCLA to Stanford. Source: NPR 

 

 The Internet has been one of the most influential inventions of the 20th century, and it has 

done wonders on the economies of the world.  According to a McKinsey report “In the advanced 

economies we studied, the Internet accounted for 10% of GDP Growth over the past 15 years, and 

its influence is growing” (CITATION).  The rise of the Internet has given companies a whole new 
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platform to market and sell goods.  It has allowed small companies to only open a digital storefront 

and compete with larger corporations.  Members of society can go online and pay bills, buy clothes, 

and purchase flights to anywhere around the globe.  This has led to a major leap in earnings for all 

business because they are not bound by their locations, and anyone who has a dial up connection, or 

a library card can use their services.  Most of this growth, however, occurred in major cities.  Take the 

United States as an example.  According to Kellogg Insight at Northwestern, “Out of about 3000 

counties in the US, in only 163 did business adoption of Internet technologies correlate with wage and 

employment growth.”  This pattern runs parallel to the rest of the world.  Those 163 counties had 

major cities, with major companies who knew exactly how to use the Internet to their advantage so 

they could capitalize on the growth. 

 In addition to the economic advantages, there is a massive educational and cultural benefit to 

the Internet.  Many colleges and universities offer classes and programs free of charge on the Internet.  

Spreading the ideas of higher education around the world allows people who could not normally 

attend college for various reasons to attain college degrees.  Even at the high school or primary school 

level there are advantages to be had.  In some developing nations, there is a severe lack of adequate 

teachers.  Having an online program can make up for poor teachers (The Internet and education).  

Finally, the benefits of cultural diffusion are vast and often the most appreciated.  When the Internet 

comes to mind, most people think of Facebook and email.  The Internet has become a large forum 

for all people, from all walks of life to connect with each other, spread ideas, and be kept informed in 

government, sports, and life in general.  “Once online, Internet users in emerging and developing 

nations have embraced socializing as their most preferred type of digital activity" (Internet is good for 

spreading education).  The connections built through Internet communications has led to a massive 

spread of ideas around the world, and so far it has proven vastly beneficial to not just one nation or 

person, but to all those who have the ability to access the Internet.  Finding a way to expand Internet 
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accessibility and bringing the benefits of the Internet to more people will be a crucial aspect of 

UNESCO. 

 

Current Status 

When trying to evaluate the problem of internet access, developing and emerging countries 

should not be the only place to look.  Developed countries have populations that are not connected 

to the Internet as well, and should not be overlooked.  The reasons why these places are not connected 

often run parallel to those of developing nations.  The urban rural divide, infrastructure, and 

affordability are three areas where the issues are correlated between countries.  Looking to a country 

like the United States can provide a good snapshot of where internet accessibility in developed 

countries is lacking.    

 In the United States of America, 11% of the population, or 36 million people, does not use or 

have access to the Internet (11% of Americans).  Twenty-three million of those are people who live 

in rural areas across the country.  When taking a deeper look at the struggles of rural Americans to 

access the Internet, two things become apparent: cost and lack of leadership from the government are 

to blame for the lack of broadband infrastructure.  These people live isolated from major population 

centers where large internet service providers (ISP) have a lot of coverage.  To get rural Americans 

connected, the ISPs would have to extend broadband cable or fiber optic cable to each of those homes 

and businesses.  Laying broadband cable is incredibly expensive; depending on the region, it can cost 

anywhere from $2,500 to $150,000 per mile.  The cost of installation is shouldered by the ISP because 

of profits they will make from their soon-to-be subscribers, but in rural areas, where populations are 

sparse and spread out, there are fewer people who are going to be using broadband cable per mile. 

Thus, the ISP will have to take on the burden of installation costs for a long time before they make it 

back, which is why they are hesitant to expand into rural areas (Internet Crisis). 
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Figure 1.4: Diagram of how internet infrastructure is laid out.  Source: CBS News 

 

 One of the major saving graces of this problem has been government.  In the United States, 

the Federal Communications Commission, which monitors and regulates the internet in the US, was 

able to provide $2 billion in funding to ISP to help bridge this gap.  They offered ISPs subsidies so 

that the companies could provide the infrastructure and continue to charge a fair price for their 

services (The Digital Divide).  The trouble is that the FCC has struggled to find companies that will 

take this kind of deal.  Companies would have to extend coverage into rural areas, which costs a great 

deal.  Once the residents of these rural areas become paying customers, it takes a long time for the 

company to make back the initial construction costs.  The American state of Kentucky tried to create 

a similar program on a smaller scale, but it failed due to funding and time restraints that could have 

been alleviated with stronger leadership from state officials (In Rural America, Building the Internet 

has Stalled).  The current state of Internet accessibility in the rural United States is analogous in many 

ways to the struggles faced by developing countries. 
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 Brazil, the Russian Federation, the Republic of India, The People’s Republic of China, and 

South Africa comprise BRICS, a grouping and subsequent acronym for the world’s five largest and 

most influential developing economies.  These nations accounted for 43% of the global population 

and 23% of the world’s GDP in 2015 (About BRICS).  Despite their economic success, those 

countries still lack widespread Internet accessibility. They are not close in technological resources to 

the developed nations they are competing with and as a result, many of their people are not 

experiencing the benefits of the internet. 

Russia is at the front of the pack, having 76% of the population connected to the internet and 

actively online (The World Factbook).  Much of the country’s internet connectivity is focused in the 

large cities like Moscow or St. Petersburg.  Russia underwent a major surge in internet access in the 

last decade going from 37% to 76%; this was due in large part to access through mobile devices.  The 

affordability and ease of use for smartphones was the catalyst for the internet boom in Russia (With 

84 Million Users).   

China lags behind in percentage of population connected (53%), but it is far ahead of any 

other country in terms of the number of its citizens online (731 million people).  Ninety Five percent 

of Chinese internet users say they access the internet from a smartphone (China Now Has 731 Million 

Internet Users).  With the growth of major smartphone applications, the revenue generated from these 

apps is massive and has led to China becoming one of the world’s largest cashless societies (China 

Now Has 751 Million Internet Users).  The Chinese Internet Network Information Center said in 

2016 that rural internet users were growing in number, but were spending less time on the internet as 

compared to their urban counterparts (In China, an Urban-Rural Digital Divide). 
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Figure 1.5: Chinese Internet connectivity rates from 2005-2017 Source: Tech in Asia 

 

Brazil is the final BRICS nation that will be considered for this section.  Brazil is the largest 

economy in Latin America and the fifth most populous country in the world.  52% of Brazilians, or 

103 million people, are using the internet.  Of those, 23% are using their smartphones to access the 

internet, a significantly lower proportion than that of their Asian counterpart, China.  Internet 

penetration in households was rated at 43% in urban areas, but only 10% in rural regions of the South 

American nation.  In addition, nearly 50% of internet users are under 35 years old (Internet in 

Brazil).  This has led to a major urban-rural divide in the nation, but not for the standard reasons of 

accessibility and affordability.  Brazil has seen a 9% increase per year in internet penetration from 

2006-2013, which has shown two things according to the Internet Society: “first that the Internet has 

become much more accessible, and second that a large part of the Brazilian population has quickly 

adopted the Internet” (Explaining the Digital Divide in Brazil).  With the rise of smartphone 
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accessibility, over 90% of the population in Brazil has access to the internet, therefore infrastructure 

is not the main reason for the divide.  Looking to affordability, mobile broadband access accounts for 

about 3% of average per capita income; therefore, it is not as much of a financial burden in Brazil as 

in other nations.  The Regional Center for Studies on the Development of the Information Society 

(CETIC) has been putting out a survey every year since 2006 in Brazil and other South American 

countries.  They found that in 2013, 70% of respondents said that they did not have a need or interest, 

and they did not have the proper skills to use the Internet effectively (Explaining the Digital Divide 

in Brazil).  Many Brazilians have affordable access, but do not have the want or the technological 

knowledge to use it.   

The United Nations released a report in 2015 called “The State of Broadband,” detailing the 

deficiencies in internet access around the world.  The report identified sub-Saharan Africa as having 

the lowest levels of internet access (“Billions of People in Developing World Still without Internet 

Access”).  The same report says that in the 48 UN identified “least developed countries”, Internet 

access conditions are the worst in the global community.  31 of those 48 countries are located in Africa 

which illustrates where the situation is the worst.  In Africa, the internet penetration rate is 18% 

compared to the global average of 30%.  The rates of educated people on the continent are lower than 

most regions around the world, thus hindering the development of the Internet and its accessibility in 

Africa. According to the Pew Center, Internet access rates go up with education and per capita income, 

two areas where Africa severely lags behind the rest of the world (Internet/Broadband Fact Sheet).  

The last hurdle is similar to that of the rural United States: leadership in expanding 

infrastructure. Internet access in Africa was very low at the birth of the internet because of how the 

continent was able to get connected to the web.  At first it was through satellite connections, which 

were costly and few and far between.  But in the mid 2000s, there were 16 submarine cables that 

connected Africa to the rest of the cyber-world in a cheaper and more reliable way.  Since then, the 
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growth rate of the Internet in Africa has been fast, but the next hurdle to overcome will be to find a 

place for the new growth to stick and take hold.  While the continent itself may be connected to the 

rest of the world, the connections within countries are lacking.  In most African nations, infrastructure 

projects are left to the private sector and the governments play a small role (Connecting Africa). The 

lack of leadership by national governments, coupled with low income, and low education rates are a 

recipe for disaster in regards to expanding internet access in Africa. 

Between these nations, there are different struggles that inhibit people from accessing the 

Internet.  Some areas deal with a lack of infrastructure that is costly to install and maintain.  Finding a 

cost-effective way for ISPs to come into an area with little coverage and install long lasting 

infrastructure is crucial for these areas.  In addition, showing people who live in rural areas how much 

the Internet can help them in their businesses or even their daily lives, will increase Internet 

penetration greatly.  Finally, strong leadership from leaders in different nations will help greatly.  If a 

leader can develop a strategy for increasing accessibility and work with their government to create a 

long-term plan, accessibility rates will grow much faster than they are now. 

 

Bloc Positions 

Due to the lack of unity among the African nations in coordinated efforts between them and 

lack of research done on the continent’s asks to the international community, it is extremely difficult 

to get a sense of where the nations in Africa stand on this particular subject, so inferences and 

individual case studies from five countries will serve as the background for the bloc position.   

 

Africa 

One of the trends across nations in Africa is Internet shutdowns.  These instances are found 

during elections, national standardized tests, or during times of political instability.  In 2015-2017, 
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there were 176 days of internet shutdowns in African countries (Internet Shutdowns). In Kenya, a 

relatively developed nation in Africa, the government has ordered the shutdown of the Internet in the 

past due to false accounts on social media spreading incorrect information and vitriol during election 

season.  In more recent times, they have threatened to do the same thing, having to walk back those 

remarks because of mounting pressure from the citizens (The Kenyan Government…).  Ethiopia had 

similar procedures, especially during national exams.  Some activists protesting the exams had received 

the answer keys and were posting them online.  As a response, the government shutdown the Internet 

in the country for two days (Ethiopia Turns off Internet).  When political turmoil erupts in African 

nations, there is also a much higher instance of Internet shutdowns.  The most notable example of 

this was in Egypt in 2011, Arab Spring.  On the third day of protests, Hosni Mumbarak’s government 

shutdown the Internet to try and hinder the organizer’s ability to orchestrate the protests.  In addition 

to halting freedom of speech and expression, it only bolstered the protesters resolve because after 

shutting down the Internet, they were reminded, “ that they were not free; not truly part of the wider 

world that they know so well thanks to technologies like the Web” (Egyptian Internet Blackout).  In 

a similar fashion, Ethiopia has used similar strategies during government clashes.  Ethiopia only has 

one ISP and it is state owned, so government sponsored Internet shutdowns are very easy to 

coordinate.  15 people were killed in Ethiopia by government forces in 2015 and as a result the 

government shut down social media sites such as twitter and facebook.  The reason, according to the 

government, was because of the number of false death tolls and information being spread on the sites 

(As Violence Flares in Ethiopia).  What people in developing nations want is an affordable, open 

internet.  The government shut downs in these countries have been met with fierce resistance and in 

Egypt’s case, calls for a Constitutional amendment with a “right to internet access for everybody” 

(Egyptian Internet Blackout).   
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BRICS 

The BRICS coalition has been an adamant supporter of Internet independence from the West 

since Edward Snowden released information on the United States National Security Agency 

surveillance program in 2013.  In following their goals, the coalition launched the idea for a BRICS 

submarine cable spanning the five countries.  The reason behind the BRICS cable was to separate the 

nations from the watchful eye of the United States.  In the wake of Edward Snowden’s NSA reveal, 

the BRICS bloc felt even more of a need to separate from the West.  This idea was bolstered by the 

Russian Security Council’s (RSC) decision and request to the Russian government to develop an “ an 

independent internet infrastructure for BRICS nations, which would continue to work in the event of 

global internet malfunctions” according to Russia Today.  The RSC cited two reasons for the backup: 

the potential crash of western Internet infrastructure would mandate a backup to the current system 

of the Worldwide Web and “the increased capabilities of Western nations to conduct offensive 

operations in the informational space as well as the increased readiness to exercise these capabilities 

pose a serious threat to Russia’s security” (Russia to Launch ‘Independent Internet’).  But the project 

has sown the seeds of division within the bloc, bringing up ideological differences between them. 

 

Figure 1.6: Existing African Internet connectors and the proposed BRICS undersea cable Source: University 
of Washington 
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 The BRICS cable project is facing many roadblocks that have hindered its development. The 

project was stalled in 2015 and has not resumed since.  Financial reasons are a primary cause for the 

stoppage.  A major international infrastructure project can assume a myriad of complications while 

trying to negotiate a 34,000km long cable across two oceans and three continents, while simultaneously 

trying to find funding.  But a second problem arose, and one that should not be overlooked.  The 

politics of BRICS is not one of complete harmony, far from it.  The bloc is composed of three nations, 

Brazil, India, and South Africa, who value diversity, democracy and multi-stakeholder outlooks; the 

other two nations, China and Russia, have desires for strong government control over the practices 

of government and its people and the differences of the two sides of BRICS trickle down to how they 

believe the Internet should be governed.  In the event of a global Internet crash, the creation of a 

“backup internet” using the BRICS cable and servers, there would have to be rules established and 

who would establish those rules?  If Brazil, India, and South Africa had their way, the Internet would 

be open and have a multi-stakeholder basis.  If China and Russia had their way, the internet would be 

governed in the same way, by a strong, restrictive government (International Reactions to U.S. 

Cybersecurity Policy).  These fundamental differences have taken root in BRICS discussions and they 

are sure to not subside.  There is one unifying idea shared between the nations, they want Internet 

independence from the United States and the West.   

 

The US and the West 

The United States stands firm on the idea that increasing internet access to developing 

countries is crucial for international development.  Other Western nations including Canada, and 

many European countries share this stance.  Their combined efforts are concentrated in the US led 

Global Connect Initiative (GCI).  GCI was launched days after the UN General Assembly adopted 
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the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).  The goal of SDG is to be a set of guidelines for 

developing nations to follow in order to eliminate poverty, increase health standards, a forge a long-

lasting economic path.  GCI is designed to work in concert with those goals as the US and the West 

consider internet access a necessity for economic development.  GCI is a group of over 40 nations, 

many NGOs, and private corporations whose goal is to connect 1.5 billion more people to the internet 

by 2020 (The Global Connect Initiative).  It uses a three-pronged approach:   

“to encourage finance ministers to make internet access central to all development and growth 

initiatives, to work in cooperation with multilateral development banks (MDBs) in order to 

double public and private lending for connectivity and digital technologies, and to harness the 

knowledge, skills, and resources of the tech community to implement solutions for high-speed, 

affordable broadband access” (The Global Connect Initiative). 

Using this approach, the United States is trying not to simply give nations aid money to increase 

Internet access, but instead working with the governments.  This could create a culture around the 

world of prioritizing Internet access in all development plans.  Utilizing the private sector and banking 

industries could also lead to a normalization around increasing funds to those entities whose focus is 

internet development. 

 
Committee Mission 

 The internet has brought many positive outcomes to the world and especially to those 

countries that have fully adopted it.  This committee must find the largest hindrances to expansion in 

developing nations, and find a way to overcome them.  It is only then will joys of the Internet spread 

and with it prosperity.  Since government-sponsored programs may not be best, looking for help from 

NGOs may be more productive.  Bilateral negotiations between countries to work on trade deals 

could also be a strong source of support.  Staying in large blocs to access the resources of several 
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nations could be the key to unlocking potential as well.  When deliberating, keep in mind the 

organization’s title and ask if the proposed solution is within the scope of UNESCO.   

 
Questions to Consider 

1. What hinderance to internet access can your nation help others to overcome? 

2. What problem with internet penetration your nation having with others? 

3. How will an open internet benefit your nation? Will it benefit your nation? 

4. What diplomatic relations are at stake with an open internet? How will expanding the 

internet affect your country’s relationship with allies and adversaries? 

5. How does expanding the internet affect your citizens? 
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UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

Based on the research of Christopher Forman, Avi Goldfarb and Shane Greenstein. “What Has the 

Internet Done for the Economy?” Kellogg Insight, 2 Mar. 2011, 

https://insight.kellogg.northwestern.edu/article/what_has_the_internet_done_for_the_eco

nomy 

This article provides insights into how the Internet affects private industry, both large and small 

corporations and how that in turn, affects the overall economy of a given nation.  The Kellogg School 

of Management is a department at Northwestern University and is a trusted source of information. 

“Billions of People in Developing World Still without Internet Access, New UN Report Finds | UN 

News.” United Nations, United Nations, 21 Sept. 2015, 

news.un.org/en/story/2015/09/509292-bill 

This United Nations report detailed the locations of the worst Internet accessibility around the world 

and provided insights as to where this background guide should show some focus.  

Bleiberg, Joshua, and Darrell M. West. “3 Ways to Provide Internet Access to the Developing 

World.” Brookings, Brookings, 29 July 2016, 

www.brookings.edu/blog/techtank/2015/03/02/3-ways-to-provide-Internet-access-to-the-

developing-world/. 

This article has an in depth knowledge and accounting of internet accessibility needs of the developing 

world.  The Brookings Institution is considered by many to be the premiere American think tank, 

having offices around the world and is an extremely reputable source. 

Cohen, Noam. “Egyptian Internet Blackout Pushed Protests to Streets.” The New York Times, The 

New York Times, 20 Feb. 2011, 

www.nytimes.com/2011/02/21/business/media/21link.html. 

This article details the effects of the Internet shutdown in Egypt during the Arab Spring protests. 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

Dahir, Abdi Latif. “Internet Shutdowns Are Costing African Governments More than We 

Thought.” Quartz, Quartz, 29 Sept. 2017, qz.com/1089749/internet-shutdowns-are-

increasingly-taking-a-toll-on-africas-economies. 

This article details the economic cost to African nations when they order Internet shutdowns.  The 

article detailed that in these already financially challenged nations, Internet shutdowns are 

compounding the problem. 

DePillis, Lydia. “In Rural America, Building the Internet for Everyone Has Stalled.” CNNMoney, 

Cable News Network, 14 Dec. 2017, 

money.cnn.com/2017/12/14/news/economy/kentucky-rural-broadband-

internet/index.htm 

Finding personal accounts of the struggles surrounding low internet connectivity are important for 

understanding the impacts on real people.  This article goes in depth to the relationship between 

internet accessibility and personal prosperity. 

Feng, Coco, and Sun Wenjing. “China Now Has 751 Million Internet Users, Equivalent to Entire 

Population of Europe.” CaiXin, CaiXin Global Limited, 7 Aug. 2017, 

www.caixinglobal.com/2017-08-07/101127296.html. 

Caixin media group reports on business and financial news in China and its board of trustees are 

all professors at major Chinese Universities.  It reinforced the reasoning for the boom in Internet 

accessibility in China being cellular applications. 

Fitzsimons, Tim. “Why 4.4 Billion People Still Don't Have Internet Access.” NPR, NPR, 2 Oct. 

2014, www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2014/10/02/353288711/why-4-4-billion-

people-still-dont-have-Internet-access. 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

The article gave solid numbers on the amount of people who do not have access to the 

Internet.  National Public Radio is one of the most reputable new agency in the United States with 

a large international presence as well working with the largest media agencies in the world. 

Geromel, Ricardo. “Internet in Brazil: Key Hard Facts You Must Know.” Forbes, Forbes Magazine, 

28 Oct. 2013, www.forbes.com/sites/ricardogeromel/2013/10/28/internet-in-brazil-key-

hard-facts-you-must-know/#2f2b657a743e. 

This article explored the growth of the tech sector in Brazil and how the speed of that growth is 

related to the various uses of the Internet in Brazil. 

Hern, Alex. “Ethiopia Turns off Internet Nationwide as Students Sit Exams.” The Guardian, 

Guardian News and Media, 31 May 2017, 

www.theguardian.com/technology/2017/may/31/ethiopia-turns-off-internet-students-sit-

exams. 

The Guardian is an independent, editorially unbiased news outlet in the UK that has sources all 

around the world and as a result is an international newspaper.  This article details the reasons why 

Ethiopia made this decision and its repercussions. 

Hidden. “Internet Is Good for Spreading Education in Developing Nations: Pew Study.”Tech2, 24 

May 2015, www.firstpost.com/tech/news-analysis/Internet-is-good-for-spreading-

education-in-developing-nations-pew-study-3664267.html. 

This article provides great analysis on Pew Research surveys and insights into how the people 

surveyed feel about Internet expansion. 

History.com Staff. “The Invention of the Internet.”History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2010, 

www.history.com/topics/inventions/invention-of-the-Internet. 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

This article provided great insight into the creation of the Internet and the circumstances surrounding 

its creation.  History.com is a reputable corporation that specializes in the production of content with 

a basis in historical fact. 

“In China, an Urban-Rural Digital Divide.” EMarketer, 23 Sept. 2016, 

www.emarketer.com/Article/China-Urban-Rural-Digital-Divide/1014518.  

This article describes the difference in Internet use in rural vs urban China.  It also has the different 

reasons and uses for the internet in rural China, which was used to the corroborate the information 

from rural areas in other countries. 

“Internet/Broadband Fact Sheet.” Pew Research Center: Internet, Science & Tech, Pew Research Center, 5 

Feb. 2018, www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/internet-broadband/. 

The Pew study provided background information on the effects of higher internet accessibility in the 

US.  This provided material to juxtapose for the relationship between higher accessibility and 

quality of life measures in Africa. 

“Internet Pioneers.” Ibiblio, www.ibiblio.org/pioneers/licklider.html. 

JCR Licklider, while crucial to the development of the Internet, has very little easily accessible 

information about him.  The article provided me with a good understanding about him and the work 

that ARPA spearheaded.  This site has many academic references that support the professionality of 

the site.   

“JCR Licklider.” DBHurley, 9 June 2018, dbhurley.com/thursday-thinkers-j-c-r-

licklider/jcr_licklider/. 

I thought providing a face to the name of the person who invented the Internet would be useful. 

Jimenez, Migeul. “Explaining the Digital Divide in Brazil.” Internet Society, Internet Society, 7 Sept. 

2015, www.internetsociety.org/blog/2015/09/explaining-the-digital-divide-in-brazil/. 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

Brazil is one of the largest and fastest growing economies in the world, so the Internet Society did an 

in depth exploration of Internet penetration rates in both urban and rural areas.  This article cites, 

causes, effects, and the issues that are stopping further accessibility across Brazil. 

Lee, Stacia. “International Reactions to U.S. Cybersecurity Policy: The BRICS Undersea Cable.” The 

Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies, The University of Washington, 20 Jan. 2017, 

jsis.washington.edu/news/reactions-u-s-cybersecurity-policy-bric-undersea-cable/. 

This academic article provided insights into the subtle, but immense problems that the BRICS cable 

is a facing and will face moving forward.  The image provides geographic context for the proposed 

undersea cable. 

Leiner, Barry M., et al. “Brief History of the Internet.” Internet Society, 1997, 

www.Internetsociety.org/Internet/history-Internet/brief-history-Internet/. 

Trying to write a piece on the history of the Internet was an incredibly daunting task, but this article 

provided me with key dates, important people, and the important moments of the development of the 

Internet.  The Internet Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit, whose mission is to craft Internet regulatory 

policy, and promote the open development and evolution of the Internet and is a very reliable source of 

information. 

Manyika, James and Charles Roxburgh.  “The Great Transformer: The impact of the Internet on 

Economic Growth and Prosperity.” McKinsey Global Institute, October 2011, 

https://www.mckinsey.com/~/media/McKinsey/Industries/High%20Tech/Our%20Insig

hts/The%20great%20transformer/MGI_Impact_of_Internet_on_economic_growth.ashx 

McKinsey & Company is a leading development company that specializes in quantitative and 

qualitative analysis of business models.  This article highlights how businesses and nations as a 

whole benefit from having enhanced Internet infrastructure. 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

Milward, Stephen. “China Now Has 731 Million Internet Users, 95% Access from Their Phones.” 

Tech in Asia - Connecting Asia's Startup Ecosystem, Tech In Asia, 22 Jan. 2017, 

www.techinasia.com/china-731-million-internet-users-end-2016. 

This article provided the numbers for the amount of Chinese citizens on the internet and the growth 

rate since.  It also gave insights into what is driving the upward surge of Internet accessibility, mostly 

WeChat and other lifestyle applications. 

News, CBS. “The Digital Divide between Rural and Urban America's Access to Internet.” CBS 

News, CBS Interactive, 4 Aug. 2017, www.cbsnews.com/news/rural-areas-internet-access-

dawsonville-georgia/. 

Realizing that there is an internet accessibility problem in the United States and  understanding the 

reasons why is ambiguous to most casual observers.  This piece by CBS News is informative on the 

troubles facing small businesses and where the problem stems from.  The image also provides a visual 

graphic for understanding internet infrastructure. 

Odero, Kenneth. “The Kenyan Government Will Only Shut Down The Internet During Elections 

'If Things Get Out Of Hand'.” IAfrikan, IAfrikan, 14 Jan. 2017, 

www.iafrikan.com/2017/01/14/the-kenyan-government-will-only-shut-down-the-internet-

during-elections-if-things-get-out-of-hand/. 

This article details the common pattern of Internet shutdowns and how they affect the people of 

Kenya.  The government directed shutdowns are almost political in nature and the article explained 

their purpose. 

Ramani, Srinivasan. “The Internet and Education in the Developing World - Hopes and Reality.” 

Springer Open, Springer, 18 Apr. 2015, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40561-

015-0015-x 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

Srinivasan Ramani wrote this piece, which references the growth of mobile phone use with internet 

access and how that growth has lead to a growth in education around the world.  Ramani was an 

early expert on the Internet and lead the the development of the Indian equivalent of ARPA and 

has since been inducted into the Internet Hall of Fame. 

Raz, Guy. “'Lo' And Behold: A Communication Revolution.” NPR, NPR, 29 Oct. 2009, 

www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=114280698. 

This is a unique piece of history that is underappreciated and is a profound moment in history.   

Rouse, Margaret. “What Is Packet-Switched? - Definition from WhatIs.com.”SearchNetworking, Apr. 

2007, https://searchnetworking.techtarget.com/definition/packet-switched 

Packet switching is a little known, slightly confusing idea and the article provided a simple 

explanation that allowed me to develop my own examples.  The author is very reputable and has 
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Thacker, Lacey. “The Internet Crisis in Rural America.” Emergence - Future of Farming, 2017, 

emergence.farmersbusinessnetwork.com/the-internet-crisis-in-rural-america. 

This article was written to describe the reasons for low Internet penetration rates with the 

presupposition of low access.  The Farmer’s Buisness Network is a farmers advocacy group that is a 

leading voice in the problems facing farmers today. 

“With 84 Million Users, Russia's Internet Penetration Rate Has Nearly Doubled in Five Years.” 

East-West Digital News, CJSC East-West Digital Consulting, 8 Feb. 2016, 

www.ewdn.com/2016/02/08/with-84-million-users-russias-internet-penetration-rate-has-

nearly-doubled-in-five-years/. 

East-West Digital News is the only publication in the world that is dedicated to reporting on the 

digital news and innovation in Russia.  In order to try and gain more insight on accessibility rates 
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Topic B: Protecting Muslim Rights Around the World 
 
Introduction 

Spread across nearly every country in the world and having 50 Muslim majority nations, Islam 

is the second largest religion in the world today.  And while it currently has 1.8 billion practitioners, it 

did not start out this way (Illsley, 2016).  This massive religion really did come from nothing.  It was 

one man who heard the word of god, then went out into his community and his story spread slowly 

at first.  It grew from a small city in the Arabian Peninsula to stretch from Spain, across northern 

Africa, through the Middle East, and all the way to China.  While Islam may be spread around all of 

these regions, throughout those regions, Muslims face discrimination in all forms.  Whether it be 

clothing restrictions, schooling requirements, or “political education” Muslims have been on the 

receiving end of discriminatory laws and practices.  Through conquest and trade Islam spread, 

encouraging others to join through the shared bond of Brotherhood under Allah.  The story of Islam 

is one of intrigue, and may be a guiding light as to why many Muslims feel discriminated around the 

world.  

 

History and Description of the Issue 

 The “founder” of Islam and the first Muslim was the Prophet Muhammad.  Muhammad was 

born in Mecca, in present day Saudi Arabia, in 570 AD.  His father died before he was born and his 

mother passed away when Muhammad was only six years old.  Orphaned and alone he was taken 

under the care of his uncle, Abu Talib.  From the beginning of his life, Muhammad was a poor boy, 

struggling just to survive.  But when he was 25, a widow named Khadija hired him to protect and 

manage her merchant business.  After his successes in this role, Khadija married Muhammad.  The 

couple had two sons that died shortly after childbirth, and four daughters (Muhammad Biography).  

The ensuing years for Muhammad proved to be very comfortable with his wife’s business, which 
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provided for him and his family.  But no success in trading could come close to what would happen 

to Muhammad 20 years later.  

         In solitude one night when Muhammad was in his forties, he was meditating on the problems 

of Mecca.  During his meditation, he said an angel named Gabriel came to him.  This angel was 

bringing the message of God to him and Muhammad was to be a prophet and tell others the word of 

God.  Muhammad, being of high status in Meccan society, did not tell many others about this 

experience at first.  But he did tell his inner circle, who then told him to tell more people.  Slowly his 

followers grew and grew until he had a small following.  The rulers of Mecca, pagans at the time, did 

not take to this kindly and forced Muhammad out.  Taking to the city of Yathrib, now known as 

Medina, Muhammad stayed in Yathrib for ten years, growing the number of followers he had and 

strengthening their faith in one true god, Allah.  After many military battles between Mecca and 

Yathrib, Muhammad was finally able to claim victory and return to Mecca in 630 AD (Islam: Empire 

of Faith, 2000).  His return was not fraught with vengeance and retribution, instead he returned to the 

city and destroyed the sacred idols that were kept in the Kaaba, a pagan holy site in the center of the 

city, because he saw them as an affront to the worship of God.  Yathrib taking Mecca was a major 

victory and the news spread far and wide with many other tribes in Arabia submitting to Muhammad 

and his newly formed Muslim Empire.  This was only the beginning of the Muslim empire, ushering 

in a new era of Islam and leading to the ideas of Islam spreading nearly across the globe. 

         Muhammad was new ruler of this empire and as such was at the head of its growth and 

decision-making processes.  Under Muhammad, all lands and people that were held by the Muslim 

Empire were protected, no matter the religious faith of the people therein.  This applied to Christian 

and Jews, they were allowed to practice their faith without fear of persecution, they only had to pay a 

yearly tax.  This system of governance was unheard of for the times and it led to many settlements to 

be “peacefully conquered.”  It also greatly increased the growth rate of the empire because tribes 
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would prefer protection under the Muslims in exchange for a simple tax that would ensure that much 

of their daily lives would go unchanged (Nawwab, 2017).  Muhammad would become ill only three 

years after his return to Mecca.  This created a kind of crisis among the leadership of Islam as to who 

would take his place.  Abu Bakr took his place as leader and becoming the first Caliph, successor, to 

the Prophet Muhammad after his death in 632.  Abu Bakr was with Muhammad during his exodus 

from Mecca and was seen as a devout Muslim and was taken as successor much to the liking of the 

Muslim community.  And although Muhammad was the true Prophet and creator of this massive 

Muslim Empire, it is under the following Caliphs that the Empire grew in size, strength, and 

recognition. 

 

Figure 2.1: The calligraphic representation of Muhammad. Source: Wikipedia 

 

         Abu Bakr had grown ill and sensed that the end was near for him.  Knowing this, he thought 

it prudent to name a successor so that there would not be a scramble or fight for who would become 

the next Caliph.  In doing so, he named ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab’ the next Caliph and Umar took over 
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in 634 AD.  Umar was a strong leader and one who sensed that if the new Arab Empire was to survive, 

it would have to grow and he did just that.  Under his rule the Muslims fought for and permanently 

took land from some of the most powerful civilizations in the world.  Within a year of his being named 

Caliph, he took on the Romans in Syria and the Byzantines in Jerusalem.  By 638, the Muslims had 

taken Syria and Jerusalem and in 642 the Sassinian Empire was pushed out of Iraq leading to the fall 

of Sassinian Empire (Islamd: Empire of Faith).  Egypt was also taken which meant that gains were 

made in all cardinal directions for the Muslims.  This rapid growth inside of ten years was remarkable 

given the naissance of the Arab Empire.  The administration of this vast, new empire would prove 

difficult.  But Umar was wise in his decision to not spend the extra funds in sending administrators 

out to all parts of the world, where he could not control them or their actions.  Instead, in keeping 

with the precedents set by Muhammad and Abu Bakr, he appointed Muslim Governors (most of 

which were close allies and friends of the Calpih’s) and allowed the already existing governing 

structures to stay in place.  All people within the realm of the Arab Empire would be allowed to live 

in peace, practice what they want, and not feel pressured to convert to Islam; all in return for paying 

taxes.  This practice was negotiated for and given to Jerusalem and for the first time in nearly 500 

years of oppressive Roman Rule, Jews were allowed to freely practice in Jerusalem. 

 

Figure 2.2: GIF Showing the growth of the Muslim Empire from 632-655 AD. Source: Khaleed Ibn Waleed 
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         Umar was not as prudent as his predecessor in appointing a successor before his death. Umar 

died in 644 and a council of close friends and confidants of Muhammad gathered and discussed who 

should replace the Caliph and they chose Uthman.  Uthman was hugely influential in Islam for an 

important reason; he codified the teachings and experiences of the Prophet Muhammad into the 

Quran (Razwy, 1996).  Thinking that the words and teachings of Allah, through Muhammad, would 

be distorted or misused, he ordered scribes to go out into the Empire and collect the stories of 

Muhammad and compile them into a single text.  But Uthman is remembered for putting the Empire 

into serious peril.  Uthman was accused of nepotism by groups from Egypt and when their calls went 

unheralded, he was murdered and thus another Caliph was to be chosen.  'Ali ibn Abi Talib was chosen 

as the next Caliph and this reopened wounds from the selection of the first Caliph, Abu Bakr.  

When Bakr was chosen, there were some that thought the next caliph was to be in the 

bloodline of the prophet, others thought it was to be a pious individual who would best exemplify the 

tenets of Islam.  The Sunnis being the former and the Shias the later.  They believe in the same 

Muhammad, Allah, and Quran, and their differences lie in the choosing of the Caliph.  This set up a 

major turning point in the Arab Empire, one that could only be resolved by conflict with Ali also 

being murdered by members of the opposing side.  This ushered in the Umayyad Caliphs, ruling family 

that would maintain their rule over the Muslim empire for ninety years and would cement the Muslim 

empire for years to come.  The beginning of the Islamic Empire was fraught with treachery and deceit, 

but through it all they were able to grow from a single messenger of God to the second most practiced 

religion in the world.  But with their expansive empire that grew with such a fast pace, enemies would 

emerge.  These enemies would attack the Muslims and rally support from other by attack the central 

connective feature of the empire, Islam itself.  The forces coming down to bear, fueled by anti-Islamic 

sentiments, would start with the Pope Urban II’s call for a Holy War. 
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In 1095, while under massive political pressure Pope Urban II gave a well-known sermon at 

Clermont, France.  He spoke of the dire peril that Christianity lies in and the only way to alleviate that 

peril was to march to Jerusalem and take it back from the alien Muslim’s and to release Christians 

from servitude (Othman, 2014).  The claim of servitude was false.  Under Muslim rule for nearly 400 

years, Jerusalem was a tolerant and accepting place where people of all religions lived in harmony and 

safety.  This call to arms was given because of other factors.  Emperor Alexius I Commenus of the 

Byzantine Empire asked the pope to send a modest force so that they could defend the Turkish border 

from the Muslims.  The political pressure was being built up by a strong anti-papal movement that 

was being stoked by Henry IV, who controlled Rome and most of Italy.  In an attempt to create a 

papal monarchy, Urban’s predecessor, Gregory VII was waging a political war.  He failed and died in 

exile in Southern Italy, but Urban picked up where he left off.    The ask from Alexius and the 

mounting political pressure resulted in Urban’s call.  This call to arms was fueled by anti-Islamic 

sentiments because it was politically convenient for Urban.  Finding a scapegoat for political 

expediency is not and was not a new concept and Urban used it to his advantage.  After giving sermons 

across France, thousands were ready to throw down their lives for a chance to “take back” Jerusalem 

and attack the Muslims therein (Othman).  This was the first major and most consequential instance 

of what would be called Islamophobia.  By pitting members of Christianity and Islam against each 

other it set a precedent of us against them.  Christianity is the largest religion in the world (World 

Atlas) and after hundreds of years of war and nine crusades, it seems that would be a hard sentiment 

to try and break.  This initial and potent bout of Islamophobia would prove to have lasting and far 

reaching consequences for the Islamic faith. 
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Figure 2.3: Pope Urban giving his speech at Clermont. Source: Wikipedia 

 

This assault on Islam would result in a systemic attack on Muslims around the world, 

particularly in Europe and “The West.”  The first example of this comes from Southern Italy and the 

island of Sicily.  Sicily was taken by Muslim forces in 902 and they had established a fairly robust 

caliphate there.  However, there was a great deal of infighting between the Muslims rulers of Sicily 

and the Muslims on the island were divided into two factions.  When the Normans arrived, led by 

Roger I, it was fairly easy for them to gain ground and subsequently conqueror the island.  Unlike 

other Christian conquerors, Roger I and his son Roger II were not only extremely tolerant, but they 

were great admirers of Islam.  They took in the Muslim tradition of tolerance and one there was peace 

on the Island, the Muslim’s there took to the arts and science, becoming very advanced in both 

regards.  For more than 200 years, Muslims flourished on the island without being the rulers, but that 

all came to end in 1189.  In 1189, King William the Good died and with him, the protections that 

were given to Muslim’s under his rule.  This led to widespread suppression of Islam, backed by the 

papacy.  It came to a head in with Muslim revolts against the new, intolerant Christians, which in turn, 
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resulted in a massive Muslim massacre in Palermo that same year.  With this, Pope Innocent III 

declared that Muslims are hostile elements to the state and as such should be expelled from the Island.  

As a way to appease the papacy, which he had been at constant odds with, Frederick II, grandson of 

Roger II, forced the removal an expulsion of all Muslims to Lucera in Southern Italy.  While it may 

seem an act of treachery and a seeming affront to Islam, Frederick did this to appease the Pope and 

to ensure the Muslims of Sicily would have their own place to practice their religion in peace.  But this 

was not long lived.  Charles II would be pushed by the Pope to exterminate the Muslims at Lucera by 

means of murder, enslavement, or forced conversion (Alkhateeb).  But this persecution of Muslims 

would not stop with the coming modern age.  It would continue and become normalized in many 

nations, but none more infamous than Iran. 

 In 1908, oil was found in Iran and thus the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (APOC) was 

founded.  The company was completely owned and operated by the British. APOC had Iranian 

workers, but it was extremely hard for the workers to advance or even make a decent wage.  Along 

those same lines, the profits from the company were mostly going to Britain with at most 16% of the 

profits going to Iran and its people.  Seeing this as excruciating unfair and having a large impact on 

his country, the hugely popular Prime Minister of Iran, Muhammad Mossadeq nationalized 

APOC.  This was an affront to Britain and the UK had to then try to force Mossadeq hand by asking 

allies to not purchase Iranian oil and to not allow tankers carrying Iranian oil to dock in their ports 

(ADST, 2018).  The pressure campaign did not work and in 1953, working closely with the United 

States Central Intelligence Agency, the British helped to stage anti-Mossadeq protests which was 

followed with a coup d’etat and removed Mossadeq from power and installing Shah Muhammad Reza 

Pahlavi as Shah (a king) of Iran. 

 The Shah was very much in close communication and alliance with the west.  While he 

instituted many good reforms, they were done too quickly.  With a strong investment in infrastructure 
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like school and housing many thought Iran was poised to rise quickly.  But with the schools turning 

out more graduates than available jobs, Iran’s unemployment skyrocketed and many felt as if the new 

reforms were not helping them.  A cleric by the name of Ruhollah Khomeini fan the flames calling 

for the reinstatement of traditional Shia values and shariah law.  He would push the fact that the Shah 

was very much under the thumb of the west.  All of this came to a head in 1979 when Reza fled Iran 

to the United States, thus sending Khomeini to powers and installing traditional Shia values to Iran 

(Green, 2015).  This is a prime example of Western nations, the US and UK, controlling and exploiting 

a Muslim majority nation for profit and when they wanted to take control back into their hands, the 

US and UK took power away from a democratically elected leader and installed a “puppet regime” to 

continue exploiting Iran’s oil reserves.  Starting with a flourishing empire in the Arabian Peninsula, 

Islam was able to grow and become a major world power in the 7th and 8th centuries.  But with such 

rapid growth comes those that wish to tear it down for their own needs.  With the beginning of the 

Crusades, this was the true origins of anti-Islamic sentiments and widespread Islamophobia that would 

take root in the west.  This discrimination of Muslims carries on in the present day as well, albeit even 

more widespread. 

 

Figure 2.4: Picture of the protests during the Islamic Revolution in Iran. Source: Wikipedia 
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Current Status 

 There has been a massive influx of anti-Islamic law passed around the world that would ban 

certain types of Muslim apparel and even ban citizens of Muslim countries from immigrating.  These 

laws are an unfortunate codification in official laws of discrimination that are extremely hard to fight.  

Because these laws are institutionalized by nations, fighting them means taking the government to 

court.  In a time of heightened alertness to Islam because of the Islamic State of Iran and the Levant 

(ISIL), going to court is extremely hard because of the public’s view of Muslims.  Nevertheless, those 

laws are being challenged and overturned. 

 In 2016, nearly 30 cities and towns along the French Riviera banned the wearing of burkinis 

on public beaches.  A burkini is a piece of swim wear that Muslim women use when they wish to go 

swimming.  It covers their hair and their full body, much in accordance with religious laws.  Many of 

the municipalities enacted such laws after the devastating attack in Nice on Bastille day.  On that day, 

a member of ISIL got in a 19 tonne cargo van and drove down a pedestrian way and killed 86 

people.  These laws were a response to that attack.  In the Nice ban, the law said “ (burkinis) overtly 

manifests adherence to a religion at a time when France and places of worship are the target of terrorist 

attacks.”  The call to ban burkinis was not just being heralded by municipalities, France’s Prime 

Minister at the time Manuel Valls also called for the ban.  He said “(the burkini) was not compatible 

with the values of France” and that the clothing was “founded on the subjugation of women” (Agence 

France-Presse, 2016).  Instituting laws banning certain religious attire is not new to France.  

 In 2010, the French Parliament passed a measure that bans women from wearing a burqa or 

niqab in official places (buses, hospitals, and post offices to name a few).  This was supposedly done 

in an effort to enforce secularism and women’s equality in France.  Regardless of the reasons why it 

was passed, by forcing women to not wear a religious item that is associated specifically with Islam, it 



UCMUN 2018 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

restricts their ability to fully and freely practice their religion.  One Muslim woman in France had the 

following to say to a reporter in 2010 “I choose to wear this. Not every day, just now and again. But 

when I do wear it, it is entirely of my own volition. No one is forcing me...If they make us take it off, 

they'll be taking a part of us. I'd rather die than let them do it” (Davies).  Other European nations 

have taken similar measures.   

Belgium and Germany have been at the front of passing anti-burqa legislation.  Belgium passed 

and enacted a similar law just months after the French Burqa ban.  Passed under similar pretenses, the 

Belgian law was an outright ban of veiled garments in public places and for members of the public 

workforce.  This was an effort to help Muslims, specifically Muslim women, to integrate into society 

and become members of the community (Harvard, 2017).  Germany banned employees of the 

judiciary, military, and other civil servants from wearing Burqas on October 1st, 2017.  German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel has said that burqas should be banned “wherever legally possible.” The 

deputy chairman of the coalition government said that full face veils “contradict our (German) values” 

(Barigazzi, 2017).  German Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere’s reasoning for the ban was that this 

move is not only in-line with measures that support integration, but also makes integration easier.  In 

addition to this ban, the Bundesrat, the German legislative body, has also passed a ban on wearing 

burqas while driving (Chase, 2017).  Germany’s northern neighbor has gone the farthest when it comes 

to discriminatory Muslim laws.   

Denmark has taken integration to a previously unseen level in modern Europe.  Targeting 25 

“ghettos” or low-income housing locations across Denmark, the new law requires that all children 

born in these areas are mandated to attend 25 hours a week of instruction on Danish values, learning 

mostly Danish customs, language, and usual religious practices.  While claiming to not be targeting 

Muslims, these “ghettos” are Muslim majority.  In addition to the schooling, there are more laws with 

heavier regulations on the housing communities.  A four-year prison sentence for parents who force 
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their children to travel to the parent’s home country for extended periods of time.  Additionally, the 

punishment for crimes in the “ghettos” would be treated differently than elsewhere in Denmark 

depending on residents’ “income, employment status, education levels, number of criminal 

convictions and ‘non-Western background’” (Barry and Sorensen, 2018).  While being applied to all 

25 “ghettos” and claiming not to biased towards Muslims, the reasoning for these laws show they do 

indeed target Muslims.  A foundation of trying to get residents to integrate into society is at the base 

of these laws. 

In 2016, during the Presidential election in the United States, presidential hopeful Donald 

Trump campaigned on banning immigration from Muslims-majority countries.  While on the 

campaign trail Mr. Trump said “I, Donald J Trump, am calling for a total and complete shutdown of 

Muslims entering the United States” (Barrett, 2017).  Mr. Trump would go on to win the Presidential 

election and travel ban that was promised during the campaign was enacted in the first few days of his 

Presidency.  It brought travel restriction on seven Muslim-majority nations: Iran, Iraq, Libya, Yemen, 

Somalia, Sudan, and Syria.  These restrictions ranged from stopping the acceptance of refugees from 

Iraq and Syria to visa revocations.  President Trump and other senior administration officials said that 

it was not a Muslim ban, citing that those nations did not meet the US standards for verification of 

immigrants.  Those who oppose the action cite the Presidents vitriolic anti-Muslim rhetoric on the 

campaign trail and the religious makeup of these countries as evidence of intentional Muslim 

discrimination.  This ban has caused fractures in the American political conversations centered around 

security and immigration. While the Danish and American laws are more extreme versions of 

discriminatory laws, there has been a recent outbreak of violence from all corners of the globe towards 

Muslims, the likes of which hasn’t been seen since the Bosnian Genocide in the mid 1990’s. 

Myanmar (Burma) has a population of nearly 53 million people, around 1.1 million are 

Rohingya Muslims 80% of which live in the state of Rakhine.  While they may reside and have lived 
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in Myanmar for hundreds of years, Myanmar does not recognize them as one of 135 ethnic groups in 

the country; in addition, Rohingya are not given citizenship.  Myanmar gained independence from 

Great Britain in 1948 and as a result of the new nation that was formed the Rohingya were recognized 

as people of the country, but that all changed in 1982.  After a military coup in 1962, Rohingya were 

marginalized to the very edge of society in Myanmar and in 1982 a new citizenship law passed the 

legislature and the Rohingya became foreigners in their own land.  The violence towards the Rohingya 

started up in the 1970s but was not nearly as dire as it stands of late.   

In 2016, nine members of the Myanmar security forces were killed and the government placed 

the blame on so called Rohingya terrorists.  This led to a massive crackdown of Rohingya by Burmese 

security forces.  The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, said 

 “The latest campaigns, which began in October 2016 and intensified in August 2017, have 

been described as a response to attacks by insurgents, but appear to have deliberately and 

massively targeted civilians. They have been preceded by periodic campaigns of violence, as 

well as decades of systematic discrimination and persecution directed against the Rohingya, as 

I reported to this Council in June 2016” (Ra’ad Al Hussein, 2017). 

The High commissioner’s report goes on to claim that there have been barbaric atrocities committed 

against the Rohingya by Myanmar security forces.  Things like intentionally burning people alive in 

their homes, mass accounts of rape, indiscriminate shooting of civilians, and destruction of homes, 

shops, and mosques.  These accounts are corroborated by stories from many other refugees, NGOs, 

and press outlets.  Despite all of this, the Myanmar government, led by nobel peace laureate Aung San 

Suu Kyi, has denied these claims and have said that any violence on the part of Myanmar was 

retaliation for the killing of the nine security forces.  Through all of this, it is shown very clearly, that 

the Rohingya are being targeted for their ethnic and religious values.  A trend that has shown to be 

seen around the world, whether it be: laws outlawing certain garments, staging coups for protection 
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of oil interest, or committing ethnic cleansing campaigns, Muslims the world over, have found 

themselves under attack.  In the modern age where tolerance has been the supposed method of 

governance, discrimination like this should be stopped.  Not only for the sake of protecting Muslims, 

but for establishing and maintaining peace around the world.   

 

Bloc Positions 

 The United States of America is unique in its founding.  The nation was started on the 

principle that no person should be persecuted for practicing their religion and this has become a 

hallmark of American society, but that is subject to change with each new Presidential 

administration.  The current President of the United States has taken a firm stance on Muslim 

immigration through his Muslim travel ban and he quite often uses the term “Radical Islamic 

Extremism.”  The US’s chief diplomat, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, has also had a fair share of 

anti-Islamic sentiments.  In 2015, then Congressman Pompeo went onto Frank Gaffney’s radio show.  

Gaffney, a known Islamophobe, said that President Obama was sympathetic to Islamic militants. 

Pompeo responded “Frank, every place you stare at the president’s policies and statements, you see 

what you just described” (Tharoor, 2018).  While there are many Americans who are Muslim or 

support Muslims tirelessly, the current administration and its chief negotiator have taken a very strong 

discriminatory stance on Muslims for the time being. 

 The EU has seen a massive influx of Muslim immigrants since the start of the conflict in 

Syria.  From 2010 to 2016, the EU, Switzerland, and Norway saw 6.3 million Muslim immigrants and 

asylum seekers enter the region (Pew Research, 2017).  This has caused an upsurge in nationalism and 

xenophobic policies & lawmakers have come out into the fore.  In the 2017 French Presidential 

election, Marine Le Pen ran a populist campaign with a strict stance on immigration.  She has been 

known to spread Islamophobic messages and sentiments.  In 2010 she compared Muslim Street prayer 
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in several French cities to an occupation: “those who really like to talk about the second world war, if 

we’re talking about occupation, we can also talk about this while we’re at it... there are no tanks, no 

soldiers, but it’s an occupation all the same and it weighs on people” (Willsher, 2015).  While Madame 

Le Pen did lose her election, other European politicians have made gains.  Austrian Chancellor 

Sebastian Kurz helped to pass two anti-Muslim pieces of legislation.  In 2015, he created a policy that 

was signed into law that said all Muslim have a duty to view the Austrian state in a positive view.  A 

different piece was passed that removed 40 to 60 Muslim Clerics who were receiving foreign money 

(Parvaz, 2018).   

There have a been a slew of other anti-Muslim laws that have been passed in the last 10 years 

and has caused many Muslims to feel as if they have no country.  They are not going to back to a 

country some of them have never seen, nor would they want to; and the country they currently call 

home is showing signs that they do not belong there as well.  It has been a rising trend in Europe as 

the European bloc is experiencing a shift to right in immigration and European-Muslim relations.  

Only time will tell if the shift is permanent, but for now the EU has not been taking a progressive 

stance on Muslims.   

China has the largest population of any nation.  In addition, they are also a secular nation 

where atheism is inherent in the Communist Party of China.  The Chinese constitution states that 

citizens “enjoy the freedom of Religious belief.”  It also bans any state organization or body from 

stopping the free practice, or encouraging a different religion on citizens, but this has not stopped the 

current government administrative body from creating rules that strictly regulate the practice of 

religion (Albert, 2018).  Discrimination of Chinese Muslims, Uyghurs as they are known, are especially 

cruel.  The Uyghurs are an ethnic minority in China and they are predominantly found in China’s 

resource rich Xinjiang Province in the Northwest.  According to the Humans Rights Watch, a Human 

Rights advocacy group, and other individual reports, there Chinese government is taking Uyghur 
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people who have showed signs of extremism, or moral corruption.  The government does not provide 

reason or cite laws when individuals are taken, therefore there is no accountability or anyone to report 

these takings to.  The individuals are taken to reportedly, very poorly maintained “political re-

education camps.”  Reports suggest that more than 120,000 Uyghur Muslims have been taken and are 

being kept in squalor in these camps (Jiang, 2018).  The People’s Republic of China has taken an 

assuredly different stance on the Rohingya Crisis in neighboring Myanmar.   

China has launched the “One Belt, One Road” initiative which is slated to be the largest 

multinational infrastructure project in the history of mankind.  The plan will connect China and its 

products around the world through providing funding to other nations for land transit and maritime 

ports.  Myanmar is a part of China’s plan and Myanmar will welcome added revenue for 

infrastructure.  The Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi has become very friendly with China as a 

major trading partner in an effort to protect Myanmar from increased isolationism.  In keeping with 

the quid pro quo relationship, China has not condemned the actions of Leader Kyi or her government 

for their alleged actions against the Rohingya and instead has tried to find a plan for Myanmar and 

Burma and the repatriation of the Rohingya (Harper, 2018).  China has supported this plan by 

providing funding for the Rakhine state to support the Rohingya.  The safety standard for the 

Rohingya as they return is contingent upon an agreement, that will be brokered by the Chinese, 

between the Myanmar Army and the Rohingya and any of their resistance fighters (Venkatachalam, 

2017).  While it is admirable to try to end the crisis, China only acts when China benefits.  In addition, 

turning a blind eye to what the Myanmar government has allegedly done is not a good standard to 

show the international community.  There needs to be accountability when a nation violates 

international law and persecutes ethnic minorities. 

A long-time power house in the region, India was expected to take a firm stance on the 

Rohingya crisis.  However, it was not until late May 2018, that New Delhi commented on the crisis.  
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Since the crisis started, India has taken a stance of strategic patience, wanting to maintain peace in 

between the two nations that share borders with India.  The hesitation from India was based around 

the idea that they did not want to upset either nation and maintain the peace in a region that has been 

conflict prone for many years.  The new message from New Delhi has been that India is seeking the 

“safe, secure sustainable” return of all refugees to Rakhine (Bhattacharjee, 2018).  India now must 

make up lost time and leadership in order to return to its status as a regional leader.  This echos the 

message of Bangladesh as well. This crisis has forced a tremendous strain on the nation and its 

government.  At the onset of this crisis, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was reluctant to let the refugees 

in, but she eventually caved and allowed the massive influx of escaping Rohingya to enter his 

nation.  The nation has a general election in the coming months and the added 700,000 refugees to 

the already overcrowded nation will be a significant factor in the election and there is a fair chance 

that Hasina’s government will not last.  She struck a deal with Myanmar for the repatriation of the 

Rohingya.  Hasina wants all the Rohingya back in Rakhine in two years, but the deal is ambiguous at 

best and there is no definite timeline.  The Asian bloc, excluding Myanmar, is unified in their 

unfettered belief that the Rohingya must be returned to Rakhine, and treated as equal citizens.   

 

Committee Mission 

 Islam is one of the oldest and most practiced religions in the world.  Establishing themselves 

as a major geopolitical actor was key strategy behind their early expansion.  But racist and imperialist 

forces brought much of the world down to bear on Islam and the Muslim Empire.  This started a 

common trend of hate and discrimination towards Muslims that has not stopped and has found new 

life in the current global political atmosphere.  With new laws, actions, and policies being passed by 

nations around the world that discriminate against Muslims, the UN must take action to ensure that 

Muslims have fair and equal treatment to that of the other major Western religions.  Preserving and 
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learning about the culture of Islam will enhance cultural understanding and will help to prevent new 

forms of discrimination against the 1.8 Muslims that also call this world home.   

 

Questions to Consider 

1. How are Muslims treated in your nation? Compared to other religions? 

2. Has your nation spoken up/taken action when there have been incidents of discrimination? 

3. What is your country’s strategy for global terrorism? 

4. What close relationships does your nation have with Muslim majority nations and how does 

that affect your decision making when deciding proper intervention strategies? 

5. How can your nation use its resources (capital, military, world standing, natural resources) to 

leverage other nations to make a policy change? 
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