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Welcome to the 2019 UConn Model United Nations Conference! 
 
My name is Matthew Fuchs and I will be directing the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). I am a junior political science major from Newtown, 
CT. Although I am unsure of my career path following my time at UConn, I have always 
been fascinated with politics, history, and international relations. Prior to attending UConn, 
I had no Model UN experience. I began as an Assistant Director of UNESCO at the 2018 
UCMUN Conference, and I am very excited to be taking the next step in this organization!  
 
When I am not focusing on my academics, I spend much of my time during the week 
working for UConn’s football team as a scouting and recruiting assistant. I have also been 
involved in UConn’s First Year Experience programs, which assists freshmen with their 
introduction to college, as well as UConn’s Transfer Insiders program, which assists 
transfer students with their transition to Storrs. 
 
The mission of UNESCO is to ensure all people have access to scientific advancements, 
educational opportunities, and cultural protections. UNESCO hopes to foster a future that 
improves the standard of living for all people by expanding technological and educational 
advancements. This year, our committee will have two topics of debate. Topic A focuses on 
the protection of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The World Heritage Site system is one of 
this committee’s most recognizable programs. However, many of the designated sites are 
facing serious danger from a litany of sources such as war, climate change, and 
infrastructural development. I hope discussion of this issue prompts delegates to research 
further solutions. Topic B focuses on the further development of HIV/AIDS education 
around the world. The HIV/AIDS crisis is one of the most complicated and multi-faceted 
health issues in our species history. Not only is this disease incredibly dangerous and 
deadly, but it is also uniquely intertwined with cultural norms involving the discussion of 
sex. I hope that this topic encourages delegates to develop strategies to combat this issue, 
while focusing heavily on cooperation. 
 
I am looking forward to the conference beginning in November and I am equally as excited 
to see the hard work and preparation of all of the delegates! If you have any questions or 
concerns about the topics or the conference, please feel free to email me.  
 
Matthew Fuchs 
UCMUN 2019 UNESCO Director 
matthew.fuchs@uconn.edu  
 
 

mailto:matthew.fuchs@uconn.edu
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Committee History: 

The beginnings of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO) can be traced back to the establishment of the League of Nations, 

when as early as 1922 the body created multiple commissions, such as the International 

Committee on Intellectual Cooperation (ICIC) to ensure peace through education. However, 

the League of Nations failed to gain any lasting support, especially during World War II, and 

was dissolved in 1946. When the United Nations was formally established in April 1945, 

France and the United Kingdom initiated the establishment of an educational and cultural 

organization whose main purpose was to proliferate peace through understanding. Thus, 

UNESCO was born, as its constitution was signed and ratified in November 1945 and the 

committee as a whole came into force in November 1946. 

UNESCO is an autonomous organization with affiliations to the UN. There are 

currently 193 member nations in UNESCO’s General Conference, three of which (Cook 

Islands, Niue, and Palestine) are not UN member nations. Three UN member nations (Israel, 

Liechtenstein, and the United States) are not members of UNESCO. The United States and 

Israel were longtime members, but left the committee in December 2018, citing anti-Israel 

biases. Both nations remain “UNESCO observers.” UNESCO contains three separate 

branches: The General Conference, the Executive Board, and the Secretariat. The General 

Conference meets every two years. Each member state is given one vote, but may be 

represented by up to five delegates. Most decisions are made by a simple majority; 

however, some specified matters require a two-thirds majority. The Executive Board 

consists of fifty-eight member states serving a four year term, meeting at least twice per 
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year. During these meetings, an agenda is set and an estimated budget is created. The 

Secretariat is headed by an Executive Board-nominated and General Conference-elected 

Director- General. The Secretariat is tasked with carrying out the programs brought forth 

by the committee. 

UNESCO believes access to quality education is a fundamental human right, 

regardless of sex, race, identity, ethnicity, or religion. In addition, UNESCO believes sharing 

scientific knowledge, especially when said knowledge can advance sustainable 

development, is necessary. In conclusion, the committee believes cultural understanding 

and diversity are of the most essential ingredients in creating a peaceful world.  
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Topic A: Protection of Cultural Sites 

Introduction:  

Since the dawn of civilization, one aspect of humans that separates them from other 

species is their ability to create an intellectual and artistic collection known as culture. 

Culture, in all of its diverse and unique forms, is an inherently human experience. As much 

as culture can be used for good, humanity tends to either neglect or, in some cases, 

weaponize and destroy locations of cultural value. 

Prior to and during World War II, the international community was much less 

cooperative than it is today. With the lack of guidelines structuring the protection of 

valuable cultural locations, many of them were heavily damaged throughout Europe and 

Asia due to bombing, tank shelling, and fires. With the international community in disarray, 

an age of newfound cooperation was ushered in, resulting in the formation of the United 

Nations in 1945 (Britannica.com). Noting the widespread cultural destruction, protecting 

culture and promoting peace became an important focus of the United Nations.  
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Figure 1.1:This image shows an aerial view of the ruins of Dresden, Germany after its 

notably devastating bombings during World War II (Source: Washingon Post) 

History and Description of the Issue:  

At their 1972 General Conference meeting in Paris, the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) passed a resolution stating the importance 

of protecting and preserving heritage sites, stating “that the cultural heritage and the 

natural heritage are increasingly threatened with destruction” (whc.UNESCO.org).  In this 

resolution, the committee defined the differences between cultural and natural sites, while 

also providing framework regarding protection of and subsequent funding for said sites.  

Article 1 of the resolution divides cultural heritage into three more specific, but 

reasonably expansive subcategories, including monuments, groups of buildings, and sites 

(UNESCO.org). Monuments include, but are not limited, to monuments themselves, works 

of architecture, archeological structures, cave dwellings, or aspects of humanity that are of 

historical, artistic, or scientific value. Examples of monuments from UNESCO’s list of World 

Figure 1.2: The image above shows Egypts famous Temple of Ramses II.  (Source: 

UNESCO.org) 
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Heritage Sites include the Statue of Liberty in New York, Chartres Cathedral in France, the 

Hiroshima Peace Memorial in Japan, and the Nubian Monuments in Egypt (UNESCO.org).  

Groups of buildings include neighborhoods, cities, towns, or other structures that 

are inextricably linked in a cultural, architectural, or anthropological manner. Examples 

include the Italian city of Venice or the Historic Areas of Istanbul. Often times, the 

subcategories of monuments and groups of buildings are combined in efforts to recognize 

the importance of a cultural area surrounding the monument. Using the previous 

definitions, the Great Pyramids in Egypt would be considered strictly a monument; 

however, their full official title of “Memphis and its Necropolis - the Pyramid Fields from 

Giza to Dahshur” allows their surrounding areas and monuments to receive the benefits of 

being granted UNESCO World Heritage Status. Sites are the more ambiguous subcategory of 

cultural site in which cultural features which may not directly fall under the first two 

categories are placed (UNESCO, Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 

Cultural and Natural Heritage, Article 1).  

Article 2 of the resolution outlines how the committee defines a natural heritage site 

and breaks them up into three subcategories: Natural features, geological and 

physiographical formations, and natural sites (Encyclopedia Britannica). Natural features 

are defined as physical or biological entities that provide an aesthetic and/or scientific 

value. In the United States, California’s Yosemite National Park is a prime example of a 

natural site, as its combination of its geological formations, hiking trails, rock climbing, and 

waterfalls are lauded by scientists and tourists alike. 
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Figure 1.3: American Alex Honnold climbs the well known granite monolith El Capitan at 

Yosemite National Park (California, USA) using the Free Solo technique. Honnold climbed 

the 3,000 vertical feet without ropes or a safety helmet in just under two hours 

(GearJunkie.com) 

 Geological and physiographical formations are defined as protected areas that 

contain a habitat of threatened species- both animals and plants. Henderson Island in the 

South Pacific Ocean is one of the most notable examples under this category. The island is 

well known by biologists and ecologists around the world for having one of the purest and 

most untouched ecosystems in the world, with much of its life exclusively existing within 

its boundaries, a process known as insular evolution. Henderson falls under this category 

because its preservation is imperative to the study of evolutionary biology, thus warranting 
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Outstanding Universal Value status (UNESCO.org). The final subcategory of natural heritage 

site includes natural sites which, in a similar manner to its cultural counterpart of sites, 

includes a more broad and non-specific criteria.  

Figure 1.4: Pictured above is the shoreline of Henderson Island. The island is a territory of 

the United Kingdom and is known to be one of the most remote and biodiverse places on 

Earth. (Source: UNESCO) 

An additional category included in UNESCO’s heritage site classification is mixed 

sites, which are sites that may include elements from both the natural and cultural 

classifications, or in situations where an entity of natural value has immense cultural value 

(Encyclopedia Britannica). Mount Athos in northern Greece is known as an Orthodox 

center for spirituality, while also existing as a feature with significant natural beauty 

(UNESCO.org). The combination of the two allow it to be classified as one of UNESCO’s 

thirty-eight mixed sites (Encyclopedia Britannica).  
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Decades after the conclusion of UNESCO’s Convention Concerning the Protection of 

Cultural and Natural Heritage, many member nations felt the definitions of what 

constitutes cultural heritage failed to account for vital components of their respective 

cultures. After decades of deliberation on what member states wanted to protect other 

than physical locations, UNESCO held the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage (ICH) in September and October 2003 in Paris, France (UNESCO.org). The 

convention defined intangible cultural heritage as “means the practices, representations, 

expressions, knowledge, skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural 

spaces associated therewith – that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals 

recognize as part of their cultural heritage” (UNESCO.org). According to UNESCO, examples 

of ICH include but are not limited to: oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, 

rituals, festive events, or traditional crafts.  

By 2008, UNESCO had created a list of over five-hundred “elements” of ICH from 122 

countries, with additions ranging from Austrian avalanche risk management, 

JamaicanReggae music, and the Bosnian act of picking iva grass on Ozren mountain 

(ich.UNESCO.org). While this topic refers to cultural sites specifically, intangible culture and 
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Figure 1.5: Pictured above is Ozren, a mountain in Bosnia. The act picking of Iza grass from 

Ozren is classified as intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO. (Source: UNESCO)  

cultural sites are often linked. Culture as a whole consists of more than just physical places, 

and because UNESCO is assigned with protecting all culture, it is imperative that intangible 

culture is considered when making decisions. 

Figure 1.6: The graph above shows a distribution of heritage sites by type and 

location. (Source: UNESCO) 

Prior to UNESCO cooperation, culturally significant property had few international 

legal protections. The intention of UNESCO World Heritage Sites is to protect areas from 

environmental risks, human aggression or negligence, or other threats, therefore it is 

important to have a working knowledge of how historical trends in how these areas are 

protected.  

Cultural sites have long been targeted in war, terrorist attacks, and other violent or 

aggressive acts. In his book Cultural Genocide, West Chester University’s Dr. Lawrence 

Davidson outlines the concept of of cultural genocide, which he defines as the “purposeful 
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destructive targeting of out-group cultures so as to destroy or weaken them in the process 

of conquest or domination” (Davidson 2). Davidson makes clear that his definition does not 

include aggregate change in global culture or shifts in cultural preferences such as the 

world’s ever-growing reliance on the Internet, and maintains that cultural genocide is an 

act of aggression by one party towards another. While Davidson’s definition is not holistic 

in defining ways in which culture can be weaponized, nor is it specific enough to strictly 

pertain to cultural site destruction, it serves as a good starting point for discussion. 

Throughout history, tangible and intangible aspects of culture have been targeted as a way 

of causing emotional pain on a specific group. One historical example of a massive cultural 

genocide is the European cultural genocide of Native Americans (Davidson). Although the 

European colonization of the Americas can be defined as conventional genocide, the 

gradual destruction of a multi-milenia cultural fabric occurred and was irreparably 

damaged. Europeans upon arrival began to have serious impact on the native way of life. 

Referring to the natives colloquially as “savages”, Europeans quickly thought of themselves 

as a more advanced race and culture and sought to change nearly every aspect of Native 

life. From Columbian contact in the late 15th century until the early 20th century, Native 

Americans were subjected to forced relocation, religious conversion, executions, disease, 

and other atrocities (Smithsonianmag.com) . This has resulted in the diminishing of native 

language, tribal/governmental structure, cuisine, religion, land use, and art 

(Smithsonianmag.com). The concept of cultural genocide was included to show that 

although protection of cultural sites and intangible heritage is our main goal and of 
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importance, the destruction of said sites is a symptom of a larger problem. Cultural site 

destruction is the result of groups believing their culture is superior.  

One of the most relevant periods of heritage destruction in world history was the 

World War II era. Throughout the war, the combination of the cultural nature of fascism 

and heavy aerial bombing brought about widespread destruction of physical heritage sites. 

Throughout Europe and Asia, many nations endured the destruction of culturally 

important architecture. Often times, combatants did not consider the implications of 

targetless bombing. The cities of London, Dresden, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki are just a few 

examples of cities that were heavily bombed, including their sites of cultural importance. 

The perceived lack of attention paid to the protection of cultural property during World 

War II was a major contributor to the eventual occurrence of the Hague Convention for the 

Figure 1.7: A man stands in front of what is now known as the Atomic Bomb Dome, the only 

surviving structure in Hiroshima, Japan after the atomic explosion in August of 1945 

(Source: Telegraph.co.uk)  
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Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict in 1954. This treaty was one 

of the first significant documents that specifically defined cultural property and outlined 

cooperative intentions to protect said property (UNESCO.org). Although international 

cooperation post-World War II on protecting cultural sites had successfully safeguarded 

many sites, heritage sites still faced threats from armed combatants.  

Much of today’s progress surrounding the preservation of natural sites stem from 

ideas brought forth by the conservation movement, which saw its de facto beginnings in 

the late nineteenth century. Influenced by the West’s turn towards industry and 

urbanization, many literary and political minds of the time began to see a new importance 

in protecting and conserving areas of natural beauty. Although attitudes of conservation 

began before the nineteenth century, American President Teddy Roosevelt was one of the 

first world leaders to prioritize conservation. Although Roosevelt operated at a time of 

minimal international cooperation and was mainly focused on conservation within the 

boundaries of the United States, his establishment of national parks, the United States 

Forest Service, and numerous game and bird preserves was monumental in creating a 

sense of political importance surrounding the environment (Smith). From there, other 

nations, states, and regions found it advantageous to start domestic programs to protect 

their resources. By extension, as the international system became more cooperative, 

international organizations and non governmental organizations (NGOs) began creating 

guidelines governing conservation, including UNESCO natural heritage sites and the 

protections that come with that classification.  
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Current Status 

In order to best evaluate issues regarding the preservation of World Heritage sites, 

it is important to not only acknowledge the existence of certain threatening factors, but to 

also fully understand the extent to which each factor affects specific locations and cultures. 

As of March 2019, UNESCO has classified 1092 properties as World Heritage Sites in 167 

state parties. Of the 1092 sites, 845 are classified as cultural, while 209 are considered 

natural, and 38 sites are mixed between the two. (UNESCO.org).. Although heritage sites 

exist in every region of the world, nearly half of established sites are located in North 

America and Europe. Many non-Western member states of UNESCO have voiced their 

disappointment in the disparity between the number of Western sites when compared to 

Figure 1.8: The graph above shows the distribution of each type of UNESCO World Heritage 

Site within each formal region. Source (UNESCO.org)  

non-Western sites.  



UCMUN 2019 United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

While the establishment of World Heritage Sites have created a larger sense of 

responsibility for protection, many sites remain endangered or threatened. In order to 

combat this, UNESCO established the “endangered” classification under its Periodic 

Reporting mechanism (UNESCO.org). In a cycle of Periodic Reporting in 2008, UNESCO 

identified fourteen primary threats to cultural sites, with each threat having secondary 

factors within them. Although UNESCO’s identified threats are each distinctly different, 

many of them have similar root causes and/or similar effects on their respective sites. 

UCMUN has categorized each threat into three separate categories for organizational 

purposes.  

The first category, human action, includes threatening activity brought about by 

deliberate or accidental actions taken by individuals or groups of people. Threats under 

this category, such as building and development, physical resource extraction, and 

transportation and infrastructure all have the potential to affect both natural and cultural 

sites. One pertinent example includes the United States’ Yellowstone National Park. From 

1994 to 2012, the World Heritage Centre received numerous reports that mining was a 

continuous threat to the park (UNESCO.org). As mining is a profit seeking and voluntary 

action taken by a group of people, it shall be categorized as being a human action.  
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Figure 1.9: Pictured above is the Yellowstone National Park’s Grand Canyon of the 

Yellowstone, located in the United States (Source: UNESCO.org) 

The second category, natural threats, specifically includes threats that are caused by 

environmental and biological phenomena. While a few of the threats listed under the 

natural category are caused by deliberate human action, including pollution and biological 

resource use/modification, these threats affect only natural sites, and often include natural 

phenomena that is not within human control. Finally, there exists a cultural category, which 

pertains to protecting the cultural integrity of a site. Although these threats are categorized, 

it is important to remember that many sites face more than one threat at a time. This 

categorization serves to distinctly separate individual threats, not sites. Often times, 

individual sites face numerous different types of threats, many of which are distinctly 

different from one another.  Below is a table listing the primary threats identified by 

UNESCO, along with their corresponding category.  

 

THREAT  CATEGORY 

Buildings and Development Human action 

Transportation and Infrastructure Human action 

Utilities and Service Infrastructure Human action 

Pollution Natural 

Biological resource use/modification Natural 

Physical resource extraction Human action 

Local conditions affecting physical fabric Natural 

Social/cultural uses of heritage Cultural 
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Other human activities (Includes deliberate 
destruction and illegal activities) 

Human action 

Climate change and severe weather events Natural 

Sudden ecological or geological events Natural 

Invasive, alien, or hyper-abundant species Natural 

Management and institutional factors Human action 

Other factor(s) (Any additional factor not 
already covered by the list 

(Not applicable) 

Figure 1.10: The table above includes a list of specific types of threats that can be further 

categorized into UNESCO’s primary threats. (Source: UNESCO.org).  

According to UNESCO’s State of Conservation database, since 1979 there have been 

3,627 individual threat reports on 566 properties in 144 states. Reports of identified 

threats can be renewed each year if the same threat still exists. Sites are also able to report 

multiple types of threats at a time. For example, Petra, an ancient archeological site in 

Jordan, reported commercial development, ground transport infrastructure, and major 

visitor accommodations as threats to the conservation of the site (UNESCO.org). In the year 

2018, UNESCO received 154 individual reports from 154 sites. However, just because a 

state may report a threat to one of its sites does not necessarily result in the site being 

classified as endangered. In order to be classified as endangered, a site must meet the 

requirements outlined by Article 11-4 of the Convention Concerning the Protection of the 

World Cultural and Natural Heritage, which states that a “List of World Heritage in Danger” 

must be published, and that the list may only include: 

 “property forming part of the cultural and natural heritage as is threatened by 

serious and specific dangers, such as the threat of disappearance caused by 
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accelerated deterioration, large- scale public or private projects or rapid urban or 

tourist development projects; destruction caused by changes in the use or 

ownership of the land; major alterations due to unknown causes; abandonment for 

any reason whatsoever; the outbreak or the threat of an armed conflict; calamities 

and cataclysms; serious fires, earthquakes, landslides; volcanic eruptions; changes 

in water level, floods and tidal waves,” (UNESCO.org). 

According to the guidelines above, 54 properties in 32 separate states are currently 

considered endangered as of April 2019.  Despite the underrepresentation of regions such 

as Africa, South America, and the Middle East in UNESCO’s list of World Heritage Sites, sites 

from these regions make up for 48 of the 54 sites on the List of World Heritage in Danger 

UNESCO.org). The individual factors affecting the conservation of a site are often unique 

and specific to that site. Often times, individual countries will have unique domestic 

policies that outline how certain sites are safeguarded. One of the most prevalent threats to 

World Heritage Sites currently is the outbreak of war and civil conflict, most notably in the 

Middle East region. States such as Syria, Libya, Iraq, Yemen, Palestine, and Israel all have at 

least one site on the List of World Heritage in Danger due partially to conflicts with other 

states or non-state actors. These sites serve as a contemporary case study in how domestic 

and international government bodies act to protect different types of sites under 

threatening, violent, and dangerous situations. Starting in 2011, many nations in North 

Africa and the Middle East participated in a series of anti-government demonstrations and 

armed rebellions known as the Arab Spring. These demonstrations aimed to topple 

oppressive and totalitarian regimes in favor of more democratic and popular governmental 
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systems. While nations such as Tunisia and Egypt were able to avoid prolonged violence, 

other nations such as Syria, Libya, and Yemen faced or continue to face violence 

(History.com). Since 2012, Syria has been engaged in a tumultuous civil war resulting in 

widespread death, destruction, and displacement of population. As a result, all six of Syria’s 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites have been classified as endangered. Significant damage from 

shelling, explosives, and military occupation has occurred at every site. Also, terrorist 

organizations such as ISIS have taken advantage of the disarray by looting and purposefully 

destroying culturally significant sites, archives, and manuscripts (KhanAcademy.com). 

With no end to the war in sight, the risk of further destruction remains present. The cities 

of Damascus, Aleppo, and Bosra, which are all individually classified as UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites, all hold immense strategic importance in the war and will continue to see 

damage. Although Syrian sites are the most pertinent to the issue of cultural damage in an 

armed conflict, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, Libya, and Yemen all have sites in 

which war or armed conflict is listed as a primary reason for endangerment.  

 

Bloc Positions 

Note: UNESCO has a predetermined method as to how regional boundaries are 

drawn. The regional boundaries used by UNESCO will be used in this document for the 

purpose of consistency. Many UNESCO World Heritage Sites are located geographic 

locations outside of their region. For example, Henderson Island is located in the South 

Pacific Ocean, but due to its governmental ties to the United Kingdom, it is considered to be 

in the “North America and the West” region.  
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Africa: The region of Africa includes sub-Saharan nations and Madagascar. This 

region contains the most endangered sites of any region. Noted issues in this region include 

deforestation, poor security, urbanization, mining, influx of refugees, poaching, and 

interference of river flows by dam construction. States from this region have also voiced 

disappointment with their lack of representation on the list of World Heritage Sites. 

Arab States: The region of Arab States includes nations located in North Africa, the Arabian 

Peninsula, and the Middle East (Jordan, Israel, Palestine, Iraq, and Syria). This region has 

recently faced a large amount of violence between nations, ethnicities, and religions. As 

previously mentioned, states in this region have a significant amount of endangered sites, 

largely due to civil conflict, sometimes between states. All six of Syria’s sites are listed as 

endangered due to civil war. Due to the territorial disputes and potential for violence in 

Palestine and Israel, many of the World Heritage Sites in these areas are categorized as 

endangered, including all four sites in the highly disputed region of West Bank. Libya, Iraq, 

and Yemen also contain a fair amount of endangered sites due to recent or ongoing civil 

wars. Many nations in this region share the same sentiments of underrepresentation as 

African and Asian nations. 

Asia and the Pacific: This region includes a vast area of nations with the most diverse 

array of cultural, religious, ethnic, ecological, and geographical landscapes of any region in 

this list, spanning from Iran in the northwest, Japan in the northeast, Australia and New 

Zealand in the southeast, and India in the southwest. With such a diversity of the 

composition of the nations in this region, it is more difficult to list issues or characteristics 

that pertain to the region as a whole. Afghanistan, which lies in the northwestern area of 
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this region, has been in a state of political instability and armed conflict for almost 40 years, 

which is naturally an inherent threat to the protection of its culture (PBS.org). Afghanistan 

is home to two of the regions only endangered sites, the Minaret and Archaeological 

Remains of Jam, and the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan 

Valley (UNESCO.org). The protection of the Pacific Ocean as a whole is a concern of many 

nations in this region, as many of them have significant lengths of coastline. Many of the 

UNESCO World Heritage sites in this region are located in or near to the Pacific as well such 

as the Great Barrier Reef. Environmental concerns will always remain an issue that Asia 

and the Pacific will hold in the utmost importance.  

Latin America and the Caribbean: Latin America and the Caribbean includes all 

island nations in the Caribbean Sea, Mexico, all Central American nations, and all South 

American countries. This region has a plethora of both types of sites, each with their own 

unique characteristics and concerns. Four of the six endangered sites in this region are in 

South America, three of which lie on the western coast in the Andes Mountains. Venezuela 

also contains one endangered site, Coro and its Port. Due to political instability within the 

nation, many are concerned about the safety of the other sites. The other two remaining 

sites are located in Panama and Honduras.  

Europe and North America: As previously mentioned, the United States and Europe 

account for more than half of sites on the UNESCO World Heritage list. Even though this 

region has a significant number of heritage sites, very few are endangered. National 

governments in this region have a propensity to apportion much of their domestic funding 

to infrastructures that protect their sites and prevent many overarching threats. Currently, 
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the autonomous nation of Kosovo contains one cultural site, Medieval Monuments in 

Kosovo, which is one of the only endangered sites in Europe (UNESCO.org). Since the 

dissolving of Yugoslavia, the Balkan region has seen ethnic conflict that has at times 

threatened cultural sites. Currently, Kosovo, a region with autonomous nation status, is in a 

state of severe political conflict as many Kosovars have voiced their desire to be 

autonomous from Serbia. This political instability is noted as one of the main reasons why 

this site is endangered, as the oversight of protection of sites is often tangled between 

Serbian and Kosovarian officials. Overall, Europe and North American sites have the lowest 

percentage of endangered sites of any region 

 

Committee Mission:  

Each of the cultural sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list has inherent value to 

humankind. Members of this committee should be fully committed to protecting all sites of 

cultural value, with the recognition that no brand of culture is superior to another. That 

being said, the capabilities of each individual member of UNESCO to fund and organize the 

protection of their own sites. Member nations with more financial flexibility must be able 

to acknowledge that the protection of culture different from their own is in the best 

interest of humanity. Seeing as many member nations may have varying degrees of 

willingness or capability to protect their sites, multilateral negotiations may be the best 

strategy in order to ensure that every nation is held to the same standard. For this specific 

topic, NGOs are very active in assisting the UN in their goals. Looking for assistance from 

these organizations would also be advantageous for member nations. 
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Researching the timeline and background of the Arab Spring using this 

source provides contemporary context to the issue of war jeopardizing areas of 

cultural value. Seeing as many areas that were considered to be apart of the Arab 

Spring currently have multiple endangered sites, it is important to evaluate how 

nations have worked (or not worked) to preserve culture through war. 

"Columbus' Confusion About the New World." Smithsonian.com. Smithsonian Institution,  

Oct. 2009. Web. Mar.-Apr. 2019. 

Columbus’ interactions with Native Americans in 1492 were the beginning of 

a centuries long pattern of deliberate cultural genocide commited by Europeans 

towards Natives. Columbus’ first interactions were extensively journaled, allowing 
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readers to experience the beginning of this process from a first hand, albeit morally 

questionable perspective  

"Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage."  

UNESCO World Heritage Centre. UNESCO, n.d. Web. Mar.-Apr. 2019. 

This source is a resolution passed by UNESCO in 1972. Its signing officially 

codified UNESCO World Heritage Sites as a main mission of the committee and laid 

the framework for the initiative as a whole. Articles 1 through 3 work to define the 

specific qualities of both cultural and natural heritage locations, which is important 

to the facilitation of aid to all types of heritage sites. Although the entire resolution 

is vitally important to this committee and topic, Article 11 is critical, as it lays the 

framework for how the committee is to proceed with the protection of cultural sites. 

It establishes that the committee keep a “List of World Heritage in Danger” , while 

also providing examples of threats that jeopardize heritage sites.  

"Cultural Heritage at Risk: Syria." Khan Academy. Khan Academy, n.d. Web. Mar.-Apr. 2019. 

This source provided information on the Syrian Civil War and how it has 

affected the nation’s cultural sites. This source also provides background 

information on how the Syrian Civil War began.  

Davidson, Lawrence. Cultural Genocide. Piscataway: Rutgers UP, 2012. Print. 
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This source provided an introduction to ways intangible culture has been 

damaged or destroyed throughout history. Mostly, Davidson focuses on how 

powerful groups were able to damage or withhold the progression of the culture of 

large groups, such as the notably unbalanced dynamic between European colonists 

and Native Americans in North America.  

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Editors of. "World Heritage Site." Encyclopædia Britannica. 

Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 25 Mar. 1999. Web. 06 Sept. 2019. 

This source helped to provide alternative perspective to the definition of a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. Prior to consulting this source, UNESCO itself was the 

most consulted source on the history of World Heritage Sites. 

"A Historical Timeline of Afghanistan." PBS. Public Broadcasting Service, 04 May 2011. 

Web.  

Mar.-Apr. 2019. 

Seeing as there are multiple endangered sites in the nation of Afghanistan, a 

review of the nations history was critical to understand how each site became 

endangered. Mostly, Afghanistan’s sites have been endangered due to a state of 

perpetual war since the Soviet Union invaded in December of 1979.  

"List of Intangible Cultural Heritage." UNESCO. UNESCO, 2008. Web. Mar.-Apr. 2019. 
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As mentioned previously, UNESCO established World Heritage Sites in 1972. 

Decades later, the committee felt the need to extend the same protections that 

World Heritage Sites receive to intangible elements of world culture. UNESCO has 

provided a list of cultural practices that it has deemed important to protect.  

"Mount Athos." UNESCO World Heritage Centre. UNESCO, n.d. Web. July-Aug. 2019. 

This source was used to provide more specific information about Mount 

Athos, which is one of the most notable mixed sites in UNESCO’s list of World 

Heritage Sites. 

Noack, Rick. "Photos: 70 Years Ago, Dresden Was Destroyed. Here's What It Looks like  

Today." The Washington Post. WP Company, 13 Feb. 2015. Web. 

This source was used for the image in Figure 1.1, as well as background 

information for the picture that was provided in the caption for Figure 1.1.  

"Nubian Monuments from Abu Simbel to Philae." Nubian Monuments from Abu Simbel to 

Philae. UNESCO, n.d. Web. 06 Sept. 2019. 

This source was used for the image in Figure 1.2 for the image and for 

background information for the subsequent caption.  

"Periodic Reporting." UNESCO World Heritage Centre. N.p., 2018. Web. Mar.-Apr. 2019. 
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This source was used to gain information about the process of periodic 

reporting. This process is used by member nations of UNESCO to self-monitor the 

protection of their own cultural sites. Knowledge of this process is vital to 

understand, as the goal of this committee is to improve and add on to the 

monitoring process. 

Smith, Diane. Montana: The Magazine of Western History, vol. 59, no. 4, 2009, pp. 79–79. 

JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/40544024. 

This source was used to gather more information on the conservation 

movement in the Western United States. Under the leadership of President 

Theodore Roosevelt, America became one of the first nations to emphasize the use 

of government in the process of land protection and conservation, most notably 

through the National Parks system. An understanding of the genesis of 

government’s role in land protection is important to the understanding of methods 

to protect UNESCO’s natural World Heritage Sites. 

"Text of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage." UNESCO. 

N.p., Oct. 2003. Web. Mar.-Apr. 2019. 

This source is a United Nations resolution passed in October of 2003 that 

established intangible cultural heritage as a focus of UNESCO’s cultural protection 

initiatives. This document is where the idea of intangible cultural heritage was first 

codified under an agreed upon resolution.  

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40544024
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"World Heritage List Statistics." World Heritage List Statistics. UNESCO, n.d. Web. Mar.-Apr.  

2019. 

This source was frequently referenced throughout this guide to provide 

statistics and numerical data. All of UNESCO’s numerical data on World Heritage 

Sites can be found using this source.  
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Topic B: Improving HIV/AIDS Education Worldwide 

Introduction:  

Prior to the worldwide industrial and scientific revolutions (late 17th century - early 

19th century), many populations of people relied on traditional methods to cure disease, 

ease pain, and prevent illness. Many of these methods had little or no empirical backing to 

them. Starting in the early half of the 19th century, the modern world began distancing 

itself from traditional medical methods and knowledge in favor of newer, professionally 

administered, and industrially produced health care. In a span of about 150 years, the most 

scientifically advanced areas of the world went from treating patients without the 

knowledge of the existence of cells to eradicating diseases that have plagued our species for 

thousands of years (Medical News Today). After successfully eradicating or remedying 

diseases such as polio, malaria, and smallpox, the human species became much more 

confident in its ability to identify and get rid of existential biological threats. However, the 

rise of HIV/AIDS since the early 1980’s has challenged the worldwide health infrastructure 

in new and sometimes overwhelming ways. 

 The issues surrounding HIV/AIDS and reproductive health are far more 

complicated than solely their biological manifestations. Seeing that UNESCO’s main mission 

is to promote peace, wellness, and human rights through the use of science, education, and 

a deep understanding of culture, this committee is uniquely equipped to remedy the far 
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reaching implications of HIV/AIDS faced by millions around the world by examining the 

influence of culture and science on health outcomes. While it is the main focus of UNESCO 

and the UN to improve health outcomes, it remains vitally important to consider the 

cultural implications that are brought forth by healthcare policies, especially when 

concerning sensitive matters such as reproductive health and HIV/AIDS.  

 

 Figure 1.1: This graph shows the relationship between infectiousness and 

deadliness among notable infectious diseases. HIV, although only moderately infectious, is 

highly deadly. (Source: Vox.com) 
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Background and History:  

The United Nations as a whole has been acutely concerned with world health issues 

for its entire existence. The issue of world health and its subsidiary issues, such as 

reproductive health, are issues of such importance and scale that it is virtually impossible 

for these issues to be centralized. Since the establishment of the UN, numerous committees 

have been established with the intention of improving health outcomes. One of the first 

committees established under the UN Charter was the World Health Organization (WHO) 

in 1946 under the leadership of Chinese diplomat Szeming Sze (University of Pittsburgh). 

Since its establishment, WHO has blossomed into one of the world’s most trusted agencies 

dealing with large scale health issues. WHO’s constitution states that the agency believes, 

“the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights 

of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or 

social condition” (Constitution of the World Health Organization). This broad, non-specific, 

and overarching goal has resulted in WHO being one of the largest and most general of the 

health focused committees or agencies in the United Nations. Naturally, new organizations 

have been established in the wake of WHO to focus on more specific problems. 

Reproductive health was one of the primary health concerns in the early stages of the UN, 

and it continues to be a significant concern of a plethora of committees, programmes, and 

funds such as UNAIDS, UN Women, UNDP, UNIFEM and UNICEF. In order to best 

understand how the UN helps to administer healthcare and health education to people 

around the world, it is vital to examine previous efforts to do so, no matter the committee 

in which the effort took place. UNESCO has a vested interest in promoting reproductive 
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health, and using the vast resources that many UN committees have collected will 

undoubtedly help UNESCO solve the litany of health issues that people around the world 

face.  

To fully understand UNESCO’s relationship with health issues, it is important to 

evaluate historical barriers to providing healthcare, and also to evaluate the success of 

previous attempts to remedy said issues.  

One of the most historically significant reproductive health issues in the past 

century is the spread of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). HIV is a virus that severely 

decreases the body’s ability to fight infections, spread most commonly through 

unprotected sex. If one contracts HIV, they will have the virus for life, as the body is 

incapable of getting rid of it and no cure exists. Not all who are HIV positive have AIDS. 

AIDS (auto-immune deficiency syndrome) is the final stage of the HIV infection, where the 

body’s immune system becomes badly damaged due to the infection. However, not all HIV 

positive people reach this stage. Often times, symptoms can be latent, meaning they do not 

manifest themselves in any noticeable way.  Recently developed treatment can also help 

HIV positive people from progressing to AIDS.  

 According to the United States’ Center for Disease Control (CDC), HIV started as an 

immunodeficiency virus in chimpanzees in Central Africa in the early 1900’s. This disease, 

known as simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV), mutated into HIV after hunters who 

hunted chimpanzees for meat came in contact with their infected blood. Over the next 

several decades, HIV began to spread across the African continent, reaching the United 

States in the 1970’s (Center for Disease Control). In the early 1980’s, 26 homosexual men in 
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New York and Los Angeles were mysteriously diagnosed with Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS), a rare 

form of cancer brought on by the suppression of the immune system (Mayo Clinic). By the 

end of 1981, 121 of the 270 gay men diagnosed with severe immune deficiency had died. 

The mysterious disease was naively named gay-related immune deficiency, due to the 

presumed correlation between the disease and homosexuality. In 1983, many new pieces 

of information were discovered about the transmission of HIV/AIDS. It was found that 

female sexual partners of HIV positive men, and children of HIV positive women were 

capable of acquiring the disease, showing the disease could be spread through heterosexual 

sex and pregnancy. Additionally, the CDC had by September of 1983, ruled out 

transmission of HIV/AIDS through casual contact, food, water, air, or surfaces. 

 

Figure 1.2: The map above shows a detailed map of the presumed location of the first HIV 

case in Central Africa. Central Africa still remains one of the most HIV affected regions in 

the world today. (Source: NY Post) 
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Although progress was being made in understanding AIDS, the general population 

remained woefully uninformed about it. In 1985, Ryan White, an HIV positive teenager 

from Kokomo, Indiana was barred by his school’s administration from attending school 

(HRSA.gov). Although it had been confirmed by scientists and doctors alike that AIDS could 

not be transmitted by casual contact or air, a degree of paranoia still remained amongst 

parents, staff, and students of White’s high school. White, along with the help of his mother, 

appealed the school’s decision to prevent him from attending school. The appeal process 

took many months and eventually became a national news headline, with White becoming 

the face of the disease along the way. White gained public support from celebrities such as 

Michael Jackson, Elton John, John Mellencamp and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Despite the 

solidarity from notable people, White still faced dicrimination by his school system and 

people in his community, forcing him and his family to move to neighboring Cicero. As 

mentioned before, AIDS at this point in time has wrongfully been perceived as being highly 
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Figure 1.3: Pictured above is Ryan White standing next to his 1988 Ford Mustang. White 

received the car as a gift of solidarity from world-famous musician Michael Jackson 

(Source: Woodstock Whisperer) 

correlated with homosexuality. Although White acquired the disease through a blood 

sample while receiving treatment for hemophilia, many of his community members and 

classmates made derogatory comments towards him, accusing him of being gay. White 

continued to be a national spokesperson for AIDS, working tirelessly with his mother to 

correct the public perception of the disease until his death in March 1990 at age 18 (Health 

Resources & Services Administration). In April 1990, former President Ronald Reagan 

published an article in the Washington Post honoring the late White, writing, “We owe it to 

Ryan to make sure that the fear and ignorance that chased him from his home and school 

will be eliminated. We owe it to Ryan to open our hearts and our minds to those with 

AIDS.” (Washington Post). Over 1,500 attended White’s funeral in Indianapolis, where he 

was honored and praised for starting the public health fight against AIDS. Soon after 

White’s death, basketball star Magic Johnson announced that he was HIV positive, and 
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subsequently retired from the NBA. Johnson was one of the most famous athletes in the 

world at the time, who was well known for both his skills on the court and eccentric 

personality, was one of the most famous cases of AIDS. At the news conference at which he 

announced he had AIDS, Johnson stated he planned to use his celebrity to raise awareness 

and educate the public, hoping to eliminate the stereotype of HIV/AIDS being a “gay 

disease”.  Johnson is still alive today, and his HIV infection has yet to progress to AIDS, as he 

takes medication to prevent it from doing so (New York Times). 

Figure 1.4: The above map shows the distribution of where HIV is most prevalent around 

the world in terms of total numbers of people. (Source: Our World in Data) 

Despite awareness campaigns taking place across the United States, HIV infections 

continued to rise worldwide, especially in southeast Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. In 1996, 

the Joint United Nations Programme on AIDS (UNAIDS) was formed in order to facilitate a 

more organized response to what was now a global health crisis (Avert.org). Many felt 

world leaders had been largely indifferent on the spread of AIDS, and that a more 

coordinated effort was needed. Stigmas around the disease only affecting marginalized 

populations (gay men, drug users, sex workers, etc.) had delayed response from 
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governments and other institutions. The UN was not absolved from slow response. The 

international response to the AIDS crisis is often considered to be one of the least effective 

responses to a global health crisis in our history. In 1983, when AIDS was first recognized 

in Europe, an internal memo within the World Health Organization stated that AIDS “is 

being well taken care of by some of the richest countries in the world where there is the 

manpower and the know-how and where most of the patients are to be found” 

(UNAIDS.org). This statement completely ignored the threat of the disease spreading in 

other areas of the world. It took more than five years from the recognition of the first case 

of AIDS for the WHO Executive Board to request funding to combat AIDS from the 

Director-General of the WHO (UNAIDS.org). In 1987, the UN General Assembly made WHO 

the lead agency for AIDS response, recognizing that this disease was not going to go away. 

By 1997, after ten years of international coordination and activism, it was estimated that 

more than 30 million people around the world were infected with HIV, with 16,000 new 

infections occurring every day (UNAIDS.org). By the end of the millenium, AIDS had 

progressed into the fourth largest cause of death worldwide, with 33 million living with 

HIV worldwide and 14 million having died since the start of the epidemic. By 2002, UNAIDS 

had stated with confidene that AIDS was the leading cause of death in sub-Saharan Africa 

(WHO.int). Throughout the 2000’s and early 2010’s, testing improvements and prevention 

methods became more reliable. For example, male circumcision and CAPRISA 004 

microbicide were both found to reduce the risk of HIV transmission by 60% and 40% 

respectively (WHO.org and Sciencemag.org). By 2015, AIDS-related deaths had decreased 
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30% since the peak in 2005, and the Millenium Development Goal concerning HIV/AIDS 

had been met six months ahead of schedule (UNAIDS.org and UNAIDS.org). 

Although significant progress has been made in diagnosing, containing, and treating 

HIV/AIDS since it was first diagnosed in 1981, there still remains a need to provide 

education to communities around the globe, especially in lower income regions such as 

sub-Saharan Africa.  

 

Current Status:  

Although significant progress has been made in diagnosing, containing, and treating 

HIV/AIDS since it was first diagnosed in 1981, there still remains a need to provide 

education to communities around the globe. Regions of primary concern include lower 

income regions such as sub-Saharan Africa. According to UNAIDS, there are almost 37 

million people worldwide living with HIV/AIDS, with 1.8 million of them being children 

(HIV.gov). Although there has been a significant decrease in AIDS related deaths in the past 

decade, access to education, testing, and screening methods remain woefully inaccessible, 

especially in many lower income regions. UNESCO’s main concern is to evaluate the current 

cultural fabric and educational infrastructure of these regions to develop a comprehensive 

strategy in which all people are thoroughly educated on the risks associated with 

HIV/AIDS.  

 Jonathan Mann was named the first director of the WHO’s Global Programme on 

AIDS, and stated in front of the UN General Assembly AIDS had reached the capacity to 

have, “social, economic, demographic, cultural, and political” impact, and called for a more 
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unified, coordinated response. As the coordination between UN agencies began to increase, 

scientists and bureaucrats alike began to understand the unique scientific and public health 

challenges that AIDS presents. Bernadette Olowo-Freers, the chair of the Management 

Committee wrote AIDS has four critical elements that affect its management. To begin, at 

least 75% of HIV transmission is through sexual intercourse (UNAIDS.org). Sexual 

intercourse is difficult to discuss among large populations, especially when dealing with 

religious and cultural differences amongst populations. This makes it much more difficult 

to present information in a “one size fits all” approach, as every region and group has 

nuances in how sex is discussed. This aspect of HIV/AIDS transcends the large scale, global 

sphere in which UNESCO often operates. It is also inherently difficult to collect data on, as 

feelings, opinions, and moral perspectives are hard to quantify and aggregate. Making 

overarching conclusions about how specific regions, countries, administrative districts, or 

communities discuss sex would be disingenuous, as sex is viewed differently by every 

individual. While there is no “one size fits all” approach available, there are strategies 

available to put into action a comprehensive education system that recognizes certain 

topics that are of a more sensitive nature.  

 Secondly, not everyone who has contracted HIV develops AIDS, making it more 

difficult to detect.. As mentioned before, HIV is hard to detect before it has progressed into 

the AIDS phase. There are relatively no symptoms that indicate that someone is HIV 

positive, except for a positive blood test. This means that hypothetically, there is a 

significant population of HIV positive people who could potentially transmit the virus to 
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someone else, who is simply unaware that they are carrying the virus. This unique aspect of 

HIV/AIDS makes testing even more vital than normal.  

Figure 1.5: The above flyer shows many common misconceptions about HIV/AIDS 

worldwide. Many issues that with improving education of HIV/AIDS involve breaking down 

false stereotypes and myths (Schulich School of Medicine) 

Lastly, Olowo-Freers also adds AIDS affects a specific demographic population that 

could prove dangerous. AIDS affects primarily younger people in their sexually active and 

economically productive years, and is even more prevalent in low-income regions. If 

HIV/AIDS continues to spread in these areas, it has the potential to deal catastrophic 

damage to the demographic composition of a region. According to UNESCO’s Strategy on 

Education for Health and Well-Being, “those aged 15-24 years account for 16 percent of the 
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global population, but also represent 34 percent of those aged 15-49 accquiring HIV each 

year,” (UNESCO.org). The report also states, “fewer than 40 percent of young people have a 

basic understanding of HIV, and even fewer have accurate knowledge about how to prevent 

infection.” (UNESCO.org). In 2013, UNESCO started the “Young People Today, Time to Act 

Now” initiative, aiming to provide young people in Eastern and Southern Africa, specifically 

people aged between 10 and 24, with sexual and reproductive health services and 

education (UNESCO.org). UNESCO has outlined a multi-faceted approach that aims to 

specifically target a younger demographic. To begin, one of the main goals is to provide 

better access to sexual and reproductive health services. Often times, access to these types 

of services can be restricted or even withheld from young people due to their age, gender, 

marital status, or legal status. Also, young people can be the subject of judgement by 

members of their community for seeking out these services, ultimately dissuading them 

from using them at all. Use of contraceptives, most notably condoms, is another key 

element in decreasing transmission rates of HIV/AIDS. UNESCO states in the region of 

Southern and Eastern Africa, condom usage among people between the ages of 15 and 24 is 

34 percent for females, and 45 percent for males, with condom supply being limited to nine 

condoms per man per year (UNESCO.org). Condom usage is a complex issue, as condoms 

can be discouraged by some religious and cultural entities. Increasing access to HIV specific 

health services is also a main goal of the “Time to Act Now” initiative. UNESCO reports that 

access to testing and counselling has increased following a targeted investment in 

improving reproductive health outcomes for young people (UNESCO.org). In Malawi and 

Zimbabwe, young people are in fact the largest demographic seeking out reproductive 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/HIV-AIDS/pdf/ESAFactSheetcorrectedFinal.pdf
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health services, with reportedly 40  percent of all clients being between the ages of 15 and 

24. This is promising, as it provides hard data that proves that UNESCO’s initiatives are 

making an impact.  

 

Bloc Positions 

Sub-Saharan Africa: This region is by far the most heavily impacted by HIV/AIDS. Of 

the almost 38 million people living with HIV/AIDS worldwide, 25.7 million of them live in 

sub-Saharan Africa (Avert.org). In 2016, there were over one million new HIV infections in 

Sub-Saharan Africa, accounting for nearly 60 percent of the global total of new infections 

(Avert.org). Although anyone is susceptible to HIV/AIDS, young women, children, sex 

workers, and men who have sex with men (MSM), are all marginalized groups that face 

higher risk of infection in this region. Young women between the ages of 15 and 24 have 

double the HIV prevalence compared to men in the same region (Avert.org). Although there 

are multiple potential explanations as to why this is the case, age-disparate sexual 

relationships and age restrictions on buying condoms are two sources of concern that 

disproportionately affect young women. Children in this region are affected by HIV/AIDS in 

this region in two main ways; childbirth (mother to child transmission) and child/underage 

marriage. Sub-Saharan Africa has high levels of child marriage. Young women who marry 

under the age of 18 are less likely to assert their wishes and discuss their feelings 

surrounding sex, thus making it more difficult for them to practice safe sex. Additionally, 

sex workers face disproportionaltly high levels of HIV prevalence. In some countries, more 

than 70 percent of sex workers live with HIV (Avert.org). Although condom usage would 
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hypothetically prevent many transmissions through sex workers, rules, laws, and traditions 

regarding condom useage varies throughout the region. In some countries, police are 

instructed to seize or destroy sex workers’ condoms, while also sometimes threatening 

arrest and physical harm to those who carry them (Avert.org). Data has historically been 

difficult to collect when pertaining to MSM in sub-Saharan Africa. UNAIDS reports that 

levels of homophobia and the criminalization of homosexual practices restrict the number 

of resourses and programs avalible to MSM (UNAIDS.org).  As for the region’s commitment 

to education surrounding HIV/AIDS, by 2013, 20 countries were committed in some way to 

improving reproductive and sexual education with a particular focus on young people. By 

2015, 14 countries were providing at least 40% of their primary and secondary school 

students with comprehensive sexuality education. Although there has been major 

improvements in prevention, testing and treatment in the region, many public health 

experts believe that this region is of the utmost concern regarding HIV/AIDS. 

North Africa and the Middle East: This region has the lowest levels of HIV prevalence 

in the world with only 220,000 documented cases of people living with HIV, and a less than 

0.1% HIV prevalence rate (Avert.com). Although this region has the lowest gross number of 

infections and lowest prevalence rate, there has been a noticeable rise in AIDS--related 

deaths (Avert.com). One population of people that is of particular concern in this region is 

injection drug users. More than a third of new infections in the Middle East and North 

Africa are due to the reuse and sharing of drug needles (Avert.com). The region also is 

home to a majority of the world’s heroin production, with sizeable populations in Iran and 
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Egypt participating in heroin use (Avert.com). This is largely an unsafe practice and can 

contribute to the spread of HIV.  

Western Europe, Central Europe, and North America:  Over half of this regions new 

HIV infections occur in the United States of America, with another quarter of new infections 

coming from the combination of France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Turkey, and the United 

Kingdom. According to the Center for Disease Control, 67 percent of new HIV infections in 

the United States are from men who have sex with men (MSM) despite MSM only 

accounting for four percent of the population (CDC.gov). In the US, only 13 states require 

sex education to be scientifically accurate. Many cite this as the reason why the US has 

higher rates of STDs and teen pregnancy when compared to other wealthy countries. HIV 

and sex education is considered to be widespred in much of Western Europe and Canada. 

Eastern Europe has some notable issues with the content of their education. In Poland, 

tensions have flared regarding the extent and content of sex education. The education 

system in Poland is currently set up to place an emphasis on traditional family values and 

abstinence, with textbooks in some cases outlining sexist sentiments such as “boys prefer 

their wife to be a girl who has not tried sex before” (YouAct.org). When published in 

textbooks, these sexist sentiments can severely impact a young person’s ability to be 

honest with themselves and others in regards to sex. Many human rights groups have 

organized in opposition. 
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Figure 1.6: The map above shows the distribution of HIV prevalence rates on a per county 

basis. North Dakota and South Dakota were unable to provide data to the source. (Source: 

Verywell Health) 

Latin America and the Caribbean: Over two million people in this region are 

estimated to be living with HIV, with nearly 120,000 new HIV infections estimated per year 

(Avert.org). According to UNAIDS, nearly 90% of new infections in the Carribean occurred 

in Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Jamaica. The Carribean has a higher than average 

HIV-prevalence rate at 1.2%, behind only sub-Saharan Africa (Avert.org). Many countries in 

the Carribean provide sexuality education in schools, including a holistic overview of topics 

such as HIV, STI’s, and gender identity. In Latin America, many countries struggle with HIV 

awareness among the youth population. According to UNAIDS, only around 30% of the 

youth population in Latin America have an understanding of what HIV/AIDS is. Awareness 

among youth continues to be a focal point of this region’s fight against HIV AIDS. 
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Asia and the Pacific: This region has an estimated 5.2 million people infected with 

HIV/AIDS, but only a 0.2% HIV prevalence rate (Avert.org). Being by far the most populous 

region with well over 2 billion people, HIV/AIDS related health issues are managed in a 

plethora of different ways, due to the wide range of cultures that call this region home. 

Thirteen countries in this region explicitly mention education as a part of their plan to 

combat HIV/AIDS. Despite this, only Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, 

and Vietnam are known to include detailed descriptions and explanations of sexuality 

directly in their policy frameworks (UNESCO.org). Improvements in awareness are of the 

utmost importance in this region. 

 

Committee Mission: 

HIV/AIDS is one of the most dangerous health issues that our species has ever faced. 

The danger lies not only in the violent manifestations of the virus. HIV/AIDS is unlike any 

other disease in the sense it is hard to detect, hard to treat, easily spread, and impossible to 

cure completely. In order to fully combat HIV/AIDS, The United Nations has proven 

through its extensive work across multiple committees that it is committed to expanding all 

available resources to combating the progression of HIV/AIDS. Although the scientific and 

biological understanding of HIV/AIDS has vastly improved since it was first considered to 

be a health crisis, there remains a significant amount of work to be done in providing the 

entire population of the world with education to stop its spread. UNESCO’s role in 

combating this disease has never been more important. It’s unique ability to include the 

use of science, education, and culture to solve major world problems allow it to use a wide 
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variety of methods. This committee shall collaborate in order to provide the entire 

population of the world with the awareness, education, and subsequent treatment to 

combat HIV/AIDS, all the while keeping in mind the cultural preferences and nuances of 

certain populations in order to make assistance culturally digestible. Using resources from 

the work of other committees such as the World Health Organization, UNAIDS, and the 

United Nations Development Programme have proven successful in past efforts to achieve 

the same goals, and is highly recommended to this committee.  
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