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Welcome, delegates, to the 2019 UCONN Model United Nations Conference! 
 

My name is Srishti Banerjee and I will be the Director for the United Nations (UN) 
Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) this year. I am a Political Science 
major with a minor in Spanish. I am originally from Trumbull, CT, but now live in Charlotte, 
NC. I am a senior at UConn and this will be my fourth year participating in UConn Model 
UN! I am very excited to be a part of SOCHUM in UConn Model UN as it is a new committee 
this year. 

SOCHUM focuses on human rights, humanitarian affairs, and social matters. Our 
mission for this conference is to work together to protect human rights around the world, 
and figure out a way to grant access to human rights in parts of the world that overlook 
them. SOCHUM is also known as the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly, and it is 
one of six other committees of the General Assembly. Among other things, SOCHUM 
considers issues relating to the advancement of women, the protection of children and of 
indigenous populations, as well as crime prevention and criminal justice. Frequently, 
SOCHUM partners up with United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) and United 
Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC).  

Within our committee this year, we have two topics to debate. Topic A is on LGBT+ 
marriage rights. Topic B is criminal justice reform in underdeveloped countries. While 
every country has a particular stance on both issues, our goal for this conference and as a 
committee is to come together to create sustainable and strong solutions. It is imperative 
that all delegates attending the conference come prepared and ready to start a discussion 
with their country’s perspective in mind.  

For Topic A, think about what ways LGBT+ marriage rights are limited in your 
country. Tie in your country’s history of LGBT+ rights, how have rights for the LGBT+ 
community changed? How have they stayed the same? What can we discuss during debate 
that can progress your country’s stance on LGBT+ marriage rights? For Topic B, research 
how your country can help another form blocs for working papers and resolutions. What 
are ways the criminal justice system is lacking in your country? Why is it the case and how 
can it change?  

I look forward to meeting each one of you and hearing your ideas during the debate. 
An important part of Model UN conferences is to share your ideas with the whole 
committee and step out of your comfort zone. I hope you are all as excited as I am for this 
year’s Model UN conference! Do not hesitate to contact me with any concerns or questions 
you have about the conference or the background guide at srishti.banerjee@uconn.edu. 
 
Best of luck with your preparation and I will see you at the conference! 
Srishti Banerjee 
srishti.banerjee@uconn.edu 

mailto:srishti.banerjee@uconn.edu
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Committee History 
 

One hundred ninety-three Member States are a part of the Social, Humanitarian, and 

Cultural Affairs Committee (SOCHUM), one of six main committees of the United Nations 

(UN) General Assembly. SOCHUM is the Third Committee of the General Assembly and is 

the largest body of the UN that focuses on human rights. Other issues that the committee 

focuses on include social development, the advancement of women, drug control, crime 

prevention, and refugees. The Third Committee of the General Assembly meets annually 

every October and November for eight weeks (ishr.ch).  

A crucial part of SOCHUM is the examination of the reports of the newly established 

Human Rights Council (UNHRC). During the recent session of SOCHUM, the 73rd session to 

be exact, the committee explored issues like promotion of sustained economic growth and 

sustainable development, maintenance of international peace and security, and drug 

control, crime prevention, and combating international terrorism in all its forms and 

manifestations (un.org). 

Recently, SOCHUM adopted a new resolution on sexual harassment, the first 

resolution of its kind (indiatoday.in). The resolution was adopted on November 19, 2018, 

and is a framework that will work towards having states condemn violence against women 

and girls which includes sexual harassment, and pursue a policy of eliminating violence like 

this all together (indiatoday.in). It even specifies that states should not condone any such 

behavior of harassment through tradition, customs, and/or religion (indiatoday.in). The 

resolution passed in November 2018 is just one example of the many resolutions the Third 

Committee of the UN General Assembly commits itself to pass every year.  
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of the United Nations General Assembly.  
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better. 
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for a better incorporation of human rights in the world. Association Humanrights.ch 

wrote an information page on the third committee of the UN General Assembly and 
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United Nations, 16 Sept. 2009, www.un.org/ga/third/index.shtml. 

This website is the official Third Committee of the United Nations page. It 

describes the issues the Third Committee focuses on and provides links to 

documents of previous resolutions that have passed. The synopsis of what the 

committee does shows the importance the Third Committee puts on human rights 

issues, including women’s rights, indigenous issues, and the protection of children. 

It demonstrates what has always been the core focus of the Third Committee. 
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Topic A: LGBT+ Marriage Rights 

Introduction 

Since the 18th century, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT+) rights have 

been discussed by political actors throughout the world. In 1791, France was one of the 

first countries to legalize “same-sex sexual acts,” giving its 29 million residents the liberty 

of identifying themselves as a part of the LGBT+ community (washingtonpost.com). The 

“same-sex sexual acts” refer to all “consensual homosexual conduct” apart from sodomy 

which was still illegal at the time (hrw.org). During this time, LGBT+ rights were a 

controversial topic throughout society. Although progress has been made, LGBT+ 

intolerance still exists today. Globally, the growing acceptance and tolerance of the LGBT+ 

community has had limited success. Only in the 1990s, about 200 years after the 

legalization of “same-sex sexual acts” in France, Belgium, and Luxembourg, that countries 

began to prohibit employment discrimination regarding the LGBT+ community 

(washingtonpost.com).  

Globally, about 116 countries have legalized same-sex sexual acts, which amounts to 

approximately 4 billion people in the world (washingtonpost.com). While it may seem like 

a large portion of the world’s population, it is only just above half, 54%, who are protected 

by LGBT+ legislation. Despite the implementation of marriage equality legislation, the 

LGBT+ community continues to face discrimination across many social arenas. Since 1985, 

65 countries have implemented legislation to prohibit employment discrimination based 

on sexual orientation, leaving only 15% of the world's population protected 

(washingtonpost.com). Employment discrimination based on sexual orientation has 
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negatively affected people since the 18th century, yet protective legislation has only been 

introduced within the last few decades.  

Only after much more legislation, such as legalizing adoption for same-sex couples and 

legally recognizing same-sex relationships, countries started legalizing same-sex marriages 

(washingtonpost.com). The first country that legalized same-sex marriage was the 

Netherlands in December of 2000 (pewforum.org). As of May 17, 2019, only 29 countries 

out of 195 have legalized LGBT+ marriages (pewforum.org). The fight for LGBT+ marriage 

rights started 200+ years ago, and still has not finished.  

The LGBT+ community has faced immense disrimmination throughout the world. In 

2017, LGBT+ students in the Philippines experience bullying, lack of asses to LGBT+ related 

information, and physical or sexual assault (hrw.org). Moreover, the Philippines is said to 

have one of the worst records of violence towards trans people (huffpost.com). From 2008 

to 2015, 29 murders of trans people were reported in the Philippines (huffpost.com).  
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Figure 1.1: “Justice for Jennifer Laude!” posters were held up during a protest in February 
2015 after she was murdered for being transgender. 

Source: huffpost.com 
These acts of discrimination and violence are not unique to the Philippines. In 

Russia, President Vladimir Putin implemented numerous anti-LGBT+ legislation as recently 

as 2013 which aims to punish groups who distribute information considered “propaganda 

of nontraditional sexual relations” (businessinsider.com). The legislation, “for the Purpose 

of Protecting Children from Information Advocating for a Denial of Traditional Family 

Values”, also known as “Gay Propaganda Law” by the media, gives Putin the power to arrest 

LGBT+ citizens and allies (businessinsider.com). LGBT rights are a combination of multiple 

disciplines that are all interconnected. In many countries, homosexuality is deemed illegal 

which leads to targeted violence aimed at the LGBT community.  

LGBT+ rights have had a long history of becoming a reality. Since 1791, the LGBT+ 

community has slowly gotten more and more rights. The next step that is being tackled 

globally for the community is marriage rights. Although there has been some progress, the 

LGBT+ community is still being targeted today and are not given the proper rights to exist 

peacefully in some countries, let alone marry their partners.  

 

History and Description of the Issue 

LGBT+ marriage rights have been regulated through legislation, religions, and 

cultural norms. There has been a wide range of societal responses to legal action; from 

celebration of more rights for the LGBT+ community to support of criminalization. Though 

the history of the LGBT+ community dates back to 1791, the debate of same-sex marriage 

rights has only been acted on the politically since the end of the year 2000 
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(washingtonpost.com). By the mid-20th century, scholars started noticing that most 

cultures promoted an “ideal form of marriage” (britannica.com). The most common forms 

of “ideal marriages” are common-law marriage, morganatic marriage, exchange marriage, 

and group marriage (britannica.com). Common-law marriages are considered ‘traditional’ 

marriages between a man and a woman (britannica.com). Morganatic marriage is a 

marriage in which titles and properties do not pass on to children (britannica.com). 

Exchange marriage is one in which a sister and a brother from one family marries a brother 

and a sister from another (britannica.com). Group marriages are based on polygyny, 

including co-wives, polyandry, and co-husbands (britannica.com). “Ideal” marriage 

partners include marriage between cousins, sisters in polygyny, brothers in polyandry, and 

between different age sets (britannica.com). Many cultures also based marriages on the 

surety of bride service, bridewealth, or dowry (britannica.com). Though many cultures 

recognized and accepted homosexual acts, no culture discussed the idea of same-sex 

marriages (britannica.com). 

Religion is an important factor in the public opinion of LGBT+ rights. The world’s 

sacred religious texts, like the Bible, Quran, or the Vedas, do not express any specific 

perspective on same-sex marriage (britannica.com). Though same-sex marriages were 

never written in these texts, marriage would be commonly dedfined as between a man and 

a woman, or as a way to reproduce and have a family (hrc.org). These references to what a 

marriage should be like in different religious texts often result in strong, negative opinions 

on homosexuality within religious communities. Due to this and the fact that religions tend 

to dominate many states and their societies, LGBT+ marriage rights are often restricted. In 
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2011, the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines resulted in the declaration of 

“intolerance for same-sex marriage” and called identifying as LGBT+ a “choice” 

(huffpost.com). In Chile, a country with a strong Christian influence on politicians and 

lawmakers, same-sex civil unions are legal, but marriage is not (cfr.org). Civil unions do not 

extend the same benefits a legal marriage would. As recently as June 2019, Botswana’s 

High Court overturned a law that criminalized consensual same-sex sexual acts (cnn.com).  

 

Figure 1.2: Simplified overview of LGBT acceptance and marriage rights in the Middle East. 
Source: mapsofworld.com 

 
The Middle East has had a harsh and confusing history of LGBT+ discrimination and 

violations. In the13th and 14th century, poets such as Rumi and Hafiz from Middle Eastern 

countries would write affectionately about same-sex relationships (economist.com). 

Relative openness about homosexual love was widespread and accepted in the early 

centuries of Middle Eastern history, though the physical act of sodomy was and is a sin by 

Muslim law (economist.com). According to an article in The Economist, “Khaled 
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El-Rouayheb, an academic at Harvard University, explains that...other homosexual acts such 

as passionate kissing, fondling or lesbian sex were not [considered sin]” (economist.com). 

Yet, the modern Middle East policies on LGBT+ rights are vastly different. Even popular 

view has changed drastically. A survey done by the Pew Research Centre in 2013 found 

that 97%, 95%, and 80% of people in Jordan, Egypt, and Lebanon, respectively, feel that 

homosexuality should be rejected (economist.com). Since 1979 in Iran, some of the LGBT+ 

community have been put on death row for their sexuality because it is considered an 

illness or a malady (economist.com). Two factors spurred the change from revered poetry 

about homosexuality to comdemnation of it: influence of European powers and  religion 

(economist.com). 

The influence of European powers is a factor that affected not only the Middle 

Eastern perspective of LGBT rights, but also the African perspective. In 1885, the British 

penalized all homosexual behavior (economist.com). Of the 70 countries that criminalize 

homosexuality today in the Middle East and Africa, and over half of them are former British 

colonies (economist.com). Conservative interpretations of sharia law combined with the 

influence of European powers does not leave much room for the LGBT+ community to live 

freely. Some countries in Africa and the Middle East, such as Sudan, Mauritania, Saudia 

Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, have the death penalty for any same-sex relations 

(thejournal.ie). Others such as Egypt loosely word “morality laws” to persecute those 

accused of “promoting sexual deviancy” (economist.com). Life in this region of the world 

has proved to be very tough for the LGBT+ community. In these areas of the world, LGBT+ 

members cannot even dream about marriage. 
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Religion is another obstacle for the LGBT+ community in the Middle East and Africa. 

The rise of Islamic fundamentalism and the LGBT+ movement in the Western world 

coincided (economist.com). Politicians, in order to encourage anti-west sentiments after 

colonization, would manipulate citizens by accusing “the West of exporting homosexuality 

to the Islamic world” (economist.com). Conservative views within the Middle Eastern 

governments are increasing (economist.com). In Egypt, the LGBT+ arrest rates have 

increased fivefold (economist.com). The Islamic State (IS) has taken the matter into their 

own hands in the countries it occupies by violently murdering many LGBT couples 

(economist.com).  

The Middle East is not the only area of the world where the LGBT+ community is 

affected by religion and colonial laws. These factors affect LGBT legislation globally. The 

LGBT+ community are given no rights in some parts of the world, and in others are given 

many rights apart from marriage. Sacred religious texts are silent to the issue of LGBT+ 

marriage rights. Countries and their lawmakers do not have to be. 

 

Current Status 

Recently, the United Nations (UN) has passed many resolutions, launched 

campaigns, and implemented many policy changes in favor of same-sex marriages. On 

December 18, 2008, 66 countries signed their support to a UN declaration which 

decriminalized homosexuality (religioustolerance.org). The declaration was spearheaded 

by France and made history as one of the first to support decriminalization regarding 

sexual orientation or gender identity (undispatch.com).  
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Since then, committees like UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) have passed 

resolutions such as HRC Resolution 32/2 passed on June 30, 2016 that calls for the, 

“protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation, and gender 

identity.” (un.org). The 2016 resolution was not passed unanimously; 23 nations voted in 

favor, 18 against and six abstained (hrw.org). This resolution was a continuation of two 

previous and similar resolutions passed in 2011, HRC Resolution 17/19, and 2014, HRC 

Resolution 27/32.  

The United Nations has also launched campaigns advocating for equal rights. One of 

these campaigns is called “Free & Equal” (unfe.org). Free & Equal is one of the biggest 

campaigns pushing for same-sex marriages and other LGBT+ concerns all around the 

world. Since 2013, the Free & Equal campaign has reached more than one billion people 

worldwide (thepublicdiscourse.com). There have been many spin-off and free standing 

campaigns inspired by Free & Equal in more than 30 countries around the world 

(unfe.org). Some of the spin-off campaigns include visibility campaigns for the LGBT+ 

community, “Be There” for allies of the LGBT+ community campaign, and a global business 

standards campaign which promotes diversity in the workplace (unfe.org). 
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Figure 1.3: The UN campaign Free & Equal launched a series of spin-off ads such as the one 
above which were inspired by similar ads by UN Women. It shows top Google searches that 

still hold a lot of hate pertaining to the LGBT+ community. The campaign tweeted images 
out with the caption, “If this is what we’re searching, how does the world see gay people?”  

Source: unfe.org 

Along with adopting important resolutions and launching campaigns, the United 

Nations has created policies within their personal staff which gives the same benefits to 

same-sex couples that their heterosexual counterparts enjoy (news.un.org). Moreover, the 

UN declared in June 2014 that it will honor, “the marriage of any same-sex couple wed in a 

country where same-sex marriages are legal.” (news.un.org). Previously, all staff members’ 

personal statuses were to be ruled by the laws of the country whose passport they carried 

(news.un.org). Though this policy was not implemented with the consultation of all UN 
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Member States, but instead by former Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, he stated that the 

decision reflects the attitude of the United Nations (news.un.org).  

 

Figure 1.4: United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon addresses the 25th session of 
the Human Rights Council at the United Nations in Geneva  

Source: hrw.org 
 

While there has been a lot of action towards the eradication of homophobia and the 

implementation of LGBT+ marriage laws through the UN, many nation states are against 

the resolutions that support LGBT+ marriage laws. The declaration stated previously made 

by the General Assembly in 2008 that decriminalized homosexuality was opposed strongly 

by the United States, the Holy See, and members of the Organization of the Islamic 

Conference, among others (undispatch.com). The resolution in 2016 adopted by UNHRC 

was opposed by 18 countries: Algeria, Bangladesh, Burundi, China, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, Morocco, Nigeria, Qatar, Russia, Saudi 
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Arabia, Togo, United Arab Emirates (hrw.org). The work of the United Nations regarding 

LGBT+ rights shows progress, but there is a lot more to do for a future free and equal 

world. 

 

Bloc Positions 

The poor treatment of the LGBT+ community is not limited to developing nations. 

Both developed and developing nations have violated the basic fundamental human rights 

of the LGBT+ community, and marriage rights is usually the last topic of discussion on the 

LGBT+ rights agenda. The number of countries that have legalized same-sex marriage is 

staggeringly low relative to the number of countries in the world. Today, there are 27 

countries that have passed legislation for legal same-sex marriages; Argentina, Australia, 

Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, 

Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, South Africa, 

Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay (worldpopulationreview.com). 

Even so, the issues that the LGBT+ community faces are not completely gone once they can 

marry legally.  

In the countries that have not yet reformed LGBT+ marriage rights, the situations 

are even worse. Most of the time the perspective of the LGBT+ community is so ingrained 

in the mindsets of society that it is hard to overcome. Campaigns such as Free & Equal helps 

countries promote more acceptance and inclusion in their societies. In Albania, for 

example, deep rooted hostility is very prevalent. Surveys suggest “more than four in ten 

parents in the country would try to change their child’s sexual orientation if they found out 
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they were gay, bi or lesbian, while some 12 percent would cut off all communication with 

them.” (unfe.org). In countries like Albania, the Free & Equal campaign would establish a 

mini campaign in the country called “I Am Your Child” to change the perspective of the 

LGBT+ community. 

 

Figure 1.5: Map of the countries that legalized same-sex marriages  
Source: abcnews.com 

 
African and Middle East countries are prone to harsher punishments regarding 

members of the LGBT+ community and their rights. Same-sex relations are punishable by 

death in Iran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Mauritania, and Sudan (cfr.org). In 2016, the African 

Group of the United Nations, which is comprised of the 54 nations in Africa, said, “it was 

“disturbed” by the incessant focus on “sexual interests and behaviors” and asked that these 

notions not be linked to binding human rights law.” (c-fam.org). The African Group has 

been vehemently against all issues regarding LGBT+ rights. Vitit Muntarbhorn was recently 
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appointed Independent Expert on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and many 

African countries sought to stop the expert from working so that the UN could “debate the 

“legal basis” of the mandate.” (hrw.org). In response, however, this committee took a 

principled stand stating that LGBT+ rights are human rights and rejected the language of 

the African Group.  

 

Figure 1.6: Independent Expert on the protection against violence and discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity, Vitit Muntarbhorn  

Source: news.un.org 
 

Countries are even using their power and the resolutions passed by the United 

Nations regarding LGBT+ marriage laws to recommend changes to the laws in countries 

that have not legalized same-sex marriage. For example, Norway made recommendations 

to Australia, Estonia, and Slovenia that they should redefine marriage 

(thepublicdiscourse.com). The United Kingdom also backed Norway and recommended 

similar changes to Estonia and Australia (thepublicdiscourse.com). Similar situations 

happened by Spain to Ireland, by the Netherlands to Luxembourg and Austria, by Iceland to 
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Colombia, and by Finland to Nigeria (thepublicdiscourse.com). France recommended that 

same-sex civil unions be recognized in Poland (thepublicdiscourse.com). As a result of the 

push from many significant countries, “Poland, Luxembourg, Slovenia, Ireland, and 

Australia “accepted” these recommendations, indicating their intention to implement them 

into national law.” (thepublicdiscourse.com).  

According to sources online, 16 out of the 28 European Union countries grant the 

right for same-sex couples to get married (europa.eu). Since 2018, the high court of the EU 

ruled that “all European Union countries must recognize same-sex marriage, at least in 

relation to immigration cases where one partner is a citizen of the bloc.” (nytimes.com). 

This verdict was an important result because it grants all spouses the same rights and 

freedoms no matter which country they are originally from.  

Debate and discussion of LGBT+ marriage rights is still relatively new and is being 

implemented into the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as UN resolutions and 

different countries’ laws. There are many blocs of countries adamantly against LGBT+ 

marriage rights, or rights in general. These include the Middle East and Africa. Other 

countries push for LGBT+ community rights in this world. Article II of the Declaration of 

Human Rights states that “everyone is entitled to all the freedoms listed in the UDHR, 

“without distinction of any kind such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or 

other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”” (ohchr.org). The 

words ‘sex’ and ‘other statuses’ are being used in the discussion on LGBT+ rights in the 

United Nations today. There are still many governments that, due to religious or other 

reasons, incarcerate, abuse, and/or sentence members of the LGBT+ community to death as 
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punishment for being who they are. Many committees in the UN want to change these 

policies and they are on the correct path to do so.  

 

Committee Mission 

The Third Committee of the UN General Assembly, or the Social, Humanitarian, and 

Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) has made it their mission to protect human rights of 

everyone, including LGBT+ rights. SOCHUM is committed to educating the people of 

countries who do not have the proper knowledge of the LGBT+ community, and advocating 

for more LGBT+ marriage rights around the world. Many LGBT+ members in certain parts 

of the world are oppressed and do not have a proper outlet of showing who they are. 

Moreover, if they do decide to come out to the public, they could be sentenced to death. 

SOCHUM and other committees of the UN have to work towards reforming strict laws on 

the LGBT+ community and implementing campaigns that will provide education and 

resources to all members of society. Proper legislation needs to be in place that is more 

inclusive and accepting. Slowly more and more countries are signing on to resolutions that 

allow same-sex marriage and other LGBT+ rights in states around the world. The overall 

goal for this commitee is to create more allies of the LGBT+ community and pass 

international resolutions that will give same-sex couples the same freedoms and rights as 

heterosexual couples.  

Although the world has made a lot of progress from 1791, this committee needs to 

dedicate itself to those countries which need to change their mindsets on which rights are 

human rights or basic ethical and moral rights for their citizens. SOCHUM needs to work 
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together and discuss what needs to be done in order to further advance the LGBT+ social 

movement. Everyone is entitled to the same rights and freedoms. To change existing 

discrimination and abuses towards this community, SOCHUM must create initiatives to 

strengthen the community all around the world and give them the basic right to marriage.  

 

Questions to consider:  

1. What are the laws regarding same-sex marriages in your country? If same-sex 

relations are illegal, what are the consequences? 

2. Does your country encourage education and support systems regarding the LGBT++ 

community? 

3. What is the source for the perception of same-sex relations in your country? (i.e. 

does religion/politics/society play a factor?) 

4. What are some ways your country could help other countries in reforming their 

same-sex marriage laws? How can your country be helped? 
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the region’s history with gay laws and how the whole world’s gay laws have 

developed over time. This website has a lot of good images, such as maps which 

http://www.hrw.org/report/2008/12/17/alien-legacy/origins-sodomy-laws-british-colonialism
http://www.hrw.org/report/2008/12/17/alien-legacy/origins-sodomy-laws-british-colonialism
http://www.unfe.org/campaigns/
http://www.mapsofworld.com/around-the-world/gay-laws.html
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specify which countries in which regions support or discriminate against the LGBT+ 

community.  

“UN Makes History on Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity.” Human Rights Watch, 30 June 
2016,  
www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/30/un-makes-history-sexual-orientation-gender-ide

ntity.\ 
This article by the Human Rights Watch is on the United Nations’ 2016 

resolution which was to protect individuals discriminated against based on their 

sexual orientation or gender identity. This article describes the importance of this 

resolution. It also breaks down which countries voted for and against the resolution. 

The author explains that this resolution is important because it finally gives a voice 

to those subjected to violence and discrimination. 

“UN widens its same-sex marriage policy to include all legally-married staff.” UN News, 

United  

Nations, 8 July 2014, 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/07/472572-un-widens-its-same-sex-marriage

-policy-include-all-legally-married-staff. 

This article describes a new policy put forward by Former Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon which allows more same-sex couples to access the same benefits 

enjoyed by their heterosexual counterparts in the United Nations. Previously a staff 

member’s personal status was determined by the laws of the country whose 

passport he or she carried. The article stresses that the new policy is important 

because the United Nations needs to set an example for other countries to follow. 

AFP. “Homosexuality Can Still Mean the Death Penalty in Many Countries.” TheJournal.ie, 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/30/un-makes-history-sexual-orientation-gender-identity.%5C
http://www.hrw.org/news/2016/06/30/un-makes-history-sexual-orientation-gender-identity.%5C
https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/07/472572-un-widens-its-same-sex-marriage-policy-include-all-legally-married-staff
https://news.un.org/en/story/2014/07/472572-un-widens-its-same-sex-marriage-policy-include-all-legally-married-staff
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Agence France Presse, 9 Sept. 2018, 10:31 AM, 

www.thejournal.ie/same-sex-rights-across-the-world-4222149-Sep2018/. 

This article gives an overview of where same-sex rights around the world can 

lead to the death penalty. It gives a comparison between those countries that offer 

death penalty as a punishment, and those regions of the world that seem to be 

pioneers of gay rights and LGBT marriage laws. It also shows the progress that has 

been made in countries in Asia, for example, and the Americas.  

Cameron, Darla, and Richard Johnson. “How Gay Rights Have Spread around the World 

over 

the Last 224 Years.” The Washington Post, WP Company, 26 June 2015, 

www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/gay-rights-history/?noredirect=on. 

Authors Darla Cameron and Richard Johnson write a synopsis on when the 

first LGBT law came into effect. The rest of the article is just a graph showing when 

and which country started legalizing different LGBT laws. This article shows the 

progress the world has made regarding LGBT rights in 200 years, and all the 

progress the world still has to make. 

Coleman, Paul. “The UN’s Push for “Same-Sex Marriage”.” The Public Discourse, 21 January  

2016, https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2016/01/16281/ 

Paul Coleman’s article “The UN’s Push for “Same-Sex Marriage”” draws 

attention to the aggressive promotion of same-sex marriage worldwide by the 

Untied Nations. The UN’s efforts, explains Coleman, are not supported by any 

overarching international law which makes the whole advocacy difficult. Coleman 

http://www.thejournal.ie/same-sex-rights-across-the-world-4222149-Sep2018/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/gay-rights-history/?noredirect=on
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2016/01/16281/
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throughout stresses the importance of talking about such a controversial issue and 

ends the article stating the UN’s push for the right for same-sex couples to marry can 

be felt all over the world. 

Collman, Ashley, and Shayanne Gal. “10 Maps Show How Different LGBTQ Rights Are 

Around the World.” Business Insider, Insider Inc., 17 June 2019, 

https://www.businessinsider.com/lgbtq-rights-around-the-world-maps-2018-10#i

n-some-countries-where-homosexuality-is-legal-there-are-still-several-laws-in-plac

e-that-make-living-openly-difficult-4 

This Business Insider article by Ashley Collman and Shayanne Gal includes a 

series of maps to visualize how gay rights vary around the world. This article gives a 

good up-to-date visual aid on the progress of LGBT rights around the world. Collman 

and Gal still stress at the end of the article that still 35% of the countries in the 

United Nations have not legalized homosexuality. 

Coming Home to Islam and to Self, et al. “Stances of Faiths on LGBTQ Issues: Islam.” Human 

Rights Campaign, 1 Aug. 2018, 

www.hrc.org/resources/stances-of-faiths-on-lgbt-issues-islam. 

The Human Rights Campaign posted an article on the different stances of 

faiths on LGBT issues. This article talks about the stance of Islam on LGBT marriage. 

Though the Quran does not reference same-sex marriage, the religion itself has been 

described as tough on LGBT issues, especially marriage rights. However, some 

Muslims still celebrate same-sex marriages.  

The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. “Same-Sex Marriage.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 

https://www.businessinsider.com/lgbtq-rights-around-the-world-maps-2018-10#in-some-countries-where-homosexuality-is-legal-there-are-still-several-laws-in-place-that-make-living-openly-difficult-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/lgbtq-rights-around-the-world-maps-2018-10#in-some-countries-where-homosexuality-is-legal-there-are-still-several-laws-in-place-that-make-living-openly-difficult-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/lgbtq-rights-around-the-world-maps-2018-10#in-some-countries-where-homosexuality-is-legal-there-are-still-several-laws-in-place-that-make-living-openly-difficult-4
http://www.hrc.org/resources/stances-of-faiths-on-lgbt-issues-islam
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Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., www.britannica.com/topic/same-sex-marriage. 

This article in the Encyclopedia Britannica studied the history on same-sex 

marriage. It gives a detailed overview on cultural and religious ideas of marriage 

and same-sex partnership in history, and then traces it back to today’s current 

events. This article points out the different factors that explains why many countries 

decide to criminalize homosexuality and LGBT marriage rights. 

Felter, Claire, and Danielle Renwick. “Same-Sex Marriage: Global Comparisons.” Council on  

Foreign Relations, ForeignAffairs.com, 27 June 2019, 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/same-sex-marriage-global-comparisons 

In their article, Claire Felter and Danielle Renwick make a global comparison 

on the topic of same-sex marriage. They speak of the huge disparity between 

countries; while many have legalized same-sex marriage, others have banned 

homesexuality entirely. Felter and Renwick also discuss the involvement of 

international organizations such as the United Nations. Finally, they point out that 

while the world has progressed, those that have passed laws for LGBT marriage 

rights should help the LGBT communities around the world that are still suffering. 

Fox, Kara. “Botswana Scraps Gay Sex Laws in Big Victory for LGBTQ Rights in Africa.” CNN,  

Cable News Network, Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., 11 June 2019, 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/11/africa/botswana-lgbtq-ruling-intl/index.html 

This article by Kara Fox explains the new victory for the LGBT+ community 

in Botswana. Fox explains that Botswana had a colonial-era law criminalizing any 

same-sex relations. This law was taken away in a decision made by the high court 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/same-sex-marriage
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/same-sex-marriage-global-comparisons
https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/11/africa/botswana-lgbtq-ruling-intl/index.html
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this year in June. Fox describes this as a major win for the community, but also 

stresses that there is a long way to go as violence against the LGBT community is 

still prevalent.  

Gay & Lesbian Vaishnava Association, and Hindu American Foundation. “Stances of Faiths 

on 

LGBTQ Issues: Hinduism.” Human Rights Campaign, 1 Aug. 2018, 

www.hrc.org/resources/stances-of-faiths-on-lgbt-issues-hinduism. 

The Human Rights Campaign posted an article on the different stances of 

faiths on LGBT issues. This article talks about the stance of Hinduism on LGBT 

marriage. Though Hindu spiritual books do not reference same-sex marriage, the 

religion itself has been described as open enough to now celebrate same-sex 

marriages. 

General Assembly resolution 32/2, Protection against violence and discrimination based on 

sexual orientation and gender identity, A/HRC/RES/32/2 (15 July 2015), available 

from undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/32/2. 

This source is the General Assembly’s resolution that calls for the protection 

against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientationa and gender 

identity. This resolution was important for the LGBT+ community. This resolution 

also started a conversation on how to overcome discrimination based on identity 

and raise awareness that this discrimination is happening.  

Goldberg, Mark Leon. “On the UN General Assembly’s Historic Vote for LGBT Rights.” UN  

http://www.hrc.org/resources/stances-of-faiths-on-lgbt-issues-hinduism
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Dispatch, United Nations, 19 December 2008, 

https://www.undispatch.com/on-the-un-general-assemblys-historic-vote-for-lgbt-r

ights/ 

This article by Mark Leon Goldberg is about the historical 2008 resolution 

passed that called for the United Nations’ support of homosexuality. Though many 

countries voted against the resolution and some abstained, the passing of this 

resolution symbolized the first sign of hope that the LGBT+ community could be 

accepted.  

L., A. “How Homosexuality Became a Crime in the Middle East.” The Economist, The 

Economist Newspaper, 6 June 2018, 

www.economist.com/open-future/2018/06/06/how-homosexuality-became-a-cri

me-in-the-middle-east. 

The author of this Economist article singles out the history of homosecuality 

in the Middle East. The Middle East is one of the regions of the world with very strict 

laws against LGBT rights. This article explains how it was not always this strict, and 

how it came to be so in such a short amount of time. Though it seems like many of 

the Middle Eastern countries will never change their laws to accommodate LGBT+ 

rights, this article says that push from Western institutions are likely to influence 

some more progressive nations.  

Lee, Daniel. “Just Let Us Be”: Discrimination Against LGBT Student in the Philippines.” 

https://www.undispatch.com/on-the-un-general-assemblys-historic-vote-for-lgbt-rights/
https://www.undispatch.com/on-the-un-general-assemblys-historic-vote-for-lgbt-rights/
http://www.economist.com/open-future/2018/06/06/how-homosexuality-became-a-crime-in-the-middle-east
http://www.economist.com/open-future/2018/06/06/how-homosexuality-became-a-crime-in-the-middle-east
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Human Rights Watch, Rappler, 21 June 2017, 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/06/21/just-let-us-be/discrimination-against-lg

bt-students-philippines# 

“Just Let Us Be” by Daniel Lee is an article about the LGBT discriminations in 

school systems of the Philippines. This article shows the impact of LGBT 

discrimination from a young age. This situation in the Philippines is happening in 

schools all over the world. The struggles students in schools face that were 

portrayed in this article shows the perspective of the LGBT community and how 

hard it is to even be accepted, let alone have the legal right to marry.  

Masci, David, et al. “Same-Sex Marriage Around the World.” Pew Research Center: Religion &  

Public Life, Pew Research Center, 17 May 2019, 

www.pewforum.org/fact-sheet/gay-marriage-around-the-world/. 

David Masci, Elizabeth Sciupac, and Michael Lipka wrote this fact sheet as a 

way to consolidate all of the information around LGBT marriage rights. This fact 

sheet gives a list of each country that legalized same-sex marriage and countries 

that allow same-sex marriage in some jurisdictions. It also provides a description of 

how and when the decision was made in each country.  

Mosbergen, Dominique. “The Dangers of Being LGBT in ‘Tolerant’ Philippines.” The 

Huffington Post, Verizon Media, 12 October 2015, 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/lgbt-philippines_n_5614f92fe4b021e856d2d870 

This article by Dominique Mosbergen portrays the dangers of coming out as 

a member of the LGBT community in the Philippines. Mosbergen starts the article 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/06/21/just-let-us-be/discrimination-against-lgbt-students-philippines#
https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/06/21/just-let-us-be/discrimination-against-lgbt-students-philippines#
http://www.pewforum.org/fact-sheet/gay-marriage-around-the-world/
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with a heartbreaking story about a transgender woman killed by a US Marine. Since 

then there has been a lot more violence against the trans community in particular. 

Mosbergen stresses the importance of LGBT laws, as bills are the only source of 

hope for the community in the Philippines.  

Robinson, B. A. “UN 2008 Declaration for the Global Decriminalization of GLBT Activity.” 

Religious Tolerance, Ontario Consultants on Religious Tolerance, 19 June 2011, 

www.religioustolerance.org/homundec5.htm. 

This article on the Religious Tolerance website has an overview of all LGBT 

resolutions passed by the United Nations. This includes the 2008 decision to 

support homosexuality. It gives a brief description of each resolution, along with the 

date and name. This article is a helpful summary of all LGBT+ activity made by the 

UN. 

United Nations. “THIS IS WHAT GOOGLE SUGGESTS WHEN YOU TYPE GAYS.” UN Free  

& Equal, United Nations Human Rights Office, 

www.unfe.org/google-suggests-type-gays/. 

The UN Free & Equal campaign launched a series of spin-off ads which 

pictured people of different ethnicities and sex. They posted all of their ads on this 

website. These ads were inspired by similar ones by UN Women. The ads show top 

Google searches that discriminate against the LGBT+ community. The campaign 

tweeted these images out with the caption, “If this is what we’re searching, how 

does the world see gay people?” 

 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/homundec5.htm
http://www.unfe.org/google-suggests-type-gays/
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Topic B: Criminal Justice Reform in Developing Nations 

Introduction 

Criminal justice systems are institutions governments use to control crime and 

impose penalties on criminals through established agencies and processes 

(victimsofcrime.org). The purpose of a criminal justice system is to maintain the security 

and protection of the citizens in a given country. Most criminal justice systems have three 

main components: law enforcement, a judicial system, and corrections 

(victimsofcrime.org). These three sections of criminal justice systems are crucial for an 

effective system. Law enforcement officers, like the police, do on the ground work by 

responding to victims in need, investigating crimes, and gathering evidence 

(victimsofcrime.org). The judicial system, which is made up by courts, ensures laws are 

followed. Finally, corrections processes include prisons, community work, parole, 

probation, and other types of ‘punishment’ a criminal is sentenced to (victimsofcrime.org).  

There is an enormous disparity among the criminal justice systems of developed 

countries and developing countries. Though each have numerous cases of corruption in 

their own unique ways, developing countries tend to have more weak and corrupt criminal 

justice systems than developed countries (borgenproject.org). It is important to note the 

difference between the two. ‘Developing countries’, also known as ‘least developed 

countries’ or ‘LDCs’ by the United Nations, are countries with low-income and suffer severe 

structural obstacles to sustainable development (un.org). These countries become highly 

damaged by economic and/or environmental shocks (un.org). On the other hand, 
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‘developed countries’ are high-income countries with advanced economic and industrial 

growth. In our committee we will be discussing criminal justice systems and reform in 

developing nations. While there are many issues regarding criminal justice systems in 

developed nations as well, the problems in developing countries are more prevalent.  

Upholding human rights requires “fair and efficient criminal justice systems, capable 

of controlling crime within the limits established by the rule of law” (unodc.org). The rule 

of law is a is a reliable and durable system of laws, institutions, and community 

commitment (worldjusticeproject.org). It is comprised of four universal principles: 

accountability, just laws, open government, and accessible and impartial dispute resolution 

(worldjusticeproject.org). In order to measure the rule of law, the criminal justice system 

and its effects on a country is determined. The Rule Of Law Index by the World Justice 

Project (WJP) is a way to track the progress of criminal justice systems in countries all 

around the world.  

According to many studies including the WJP Rule of Law Index, Venezuela, 

Cambodia, and Afghanistan have the worst criminal justice system in the world. They have 

the three lowest scores on the WJP Rule of Law Index scale measured from 2017-2018 

(worldjusticeproject.org). Venezuela is consistently been within the five lowest scoring 

countries in the world for years.  
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Figure 2.1: Venezuela’s score break down on the World Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index 
report.  

Source: worldjusticeproject.org 
 

Though Venezuela is usually on the bottom of the scale regarding effective criminal 

justice systems, the rest of the world’s criminal justice systems do not have exponentially 

higher scores. In fact, the Rule of Law Index suggests a decline in the performance of 

criminal justice systems around the world between 2017-2018 (worldjusticeproject.org). 

Criminal justice systems are crucial for societies to function. Their purpose is defending the 

citizens of a nation from criminals who disrupt their safety. When a country has a weak 

criminal justice system, the safety of their people is at stake. 

 
History/Description of the Issue 

A key factor to effective governance and prevention of illegal acts is by an accessible, 

fair, and efficient justice system (unodc.org). According to the WJP organization which 

creates the Rule of Law Index by which countries’ rule of law and therefore their criminal 
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justice systems are measured, an effective justice system should be capable of many 

measurable factors. Some of these factors include the successful and quick investigation 

and adjudication of criminal offenses, an impartial, free of corruption and inappropriate 

government influence system, and the assurance that the rights of both the victims and the 

accused are protected (worldjusticeproject.org). The Rule of Law Index also measures the 

correctional systems of the criminal justice systems and requires results in the reduction of 

criminal behavior. Thus, the total assessment of criminal justice systems by the Rule of Law 

Index should cover the entire system including the police, lawyers, prosecutors, judges and 

prison officers.  

 In developing nations, citizens usually are not able to recognize their rights through 

their criminal justice system when there are processes in place to ensure equal treatment 

of the law. (Vapnek, Boaz, Turku; 2016). The justice system sets the standard of what is 

unacceptable by implementing legislation in the country. Through the criminal justice 

system, citizens are able to challenge discrimination or hold decision-makers accountable 

(Vapnek, Boaz, Turku; 2016). For this reason, access to justice and the rule of law is key to 

sustainable development. Recently, the UN added the 16th goal of the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) to include access to justice for all 

(sustainabledevelopment.un.org).  

Furthermore, developing nations face countless issues with their criminal justice 

systems because of their lack of proper funding, poor infrastructure, and corruption. These 

issues then lead to other more life-threatening human rights violations. For example, 

poverty is a common phenomenon in developing countries which leads to low-quality 
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corrections facilities with poor infrastructure (borgenproject.org). Moreover, the rate of 

which people are being imprisoned globally has become higher than the rate of the world 

population growth - increasing by nearly 20% from 2000 to 2015 (borgenproject.org). The 

Institute for Criminal Policy Research estimated in 2016 that the prison population was 

10.35 million (borgenproject.org). Overcrowding is a direct problem from lack of proper 

funding for criminal justice systems in developing nations. Despite relatively lower 

imprisonment rates in developing countries in comparison to higher-income countries, 

prison systems in developing countries tend to be filled to their capacity much more often 

(borgenproject.org). Overcrowding affects many nations with the highest rates in Central 

America, South Asia and East, Central and West Africa (borgenproject.org).  

Overcrowding leads to many human rights violations. The Penal Reform 

International (PRI) has concluded that malnutrition, lack of clean water and sanitation, 

inadequate health care, mistreatment of all prisoners, among other violations in prisons are 

directly linked to overcrowding (borgenproject.org). All these issues contribute to even 

lower states of mental health (borgenproject.org). Lack of sanitation and clean water tends 

to lead to the spread of infectious diseases such as tuberculosis or HIV “prisoners being five 

times more likely than the general public to contract the latter” (borgenproject.org). With 

inadequate health care, this becomes a vicious cycle of poor infrastructure and poverty at 

the root of the cause. These conditions are frequently afflicted on those who are poor or of 

a national, ethnic, religious, or linguistic minority (borgenproject.org). Minorities are more 

likely to be imprisoned and given longer sentences (borgenproject.org). 
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 Poverty and instability are two of the major issues developing countries face in 

regards to their criminal justice systems. Both leave countries lacking in the resources 

necessary to address critical situations. In 2018, PRI found by analyzing global prison 

trends that outdated legislation, corruption, and insufficiently trained staff need to be 

addressed in order to overcome the issues in prisons seen around the world 

(borgenproject.org). In 2013, the UNODC Executive Director Yury Fedotov said, “Weak rule 

of law and lack of good governance pose a major threat to social and economic 

development the world over, and they have hindered progress in attaining the Millennium 

Development Goals.” (unodc.org).  

 

Current Status 

There are many developing countries in the world with weak criminal justice 

systems. This guide will only outline three developing nations in the three lowest rating 

ranges of the criminal justice portion of the Rule of Law Index by the World Justice Project. 

The Index marks 0 as the worst score, representing a corrupt, unjust criminal justice 

system, and 1 as the best. The country to receive the lowest rating of all in the criminal 

justice section is Venezuela with 0.14 (worldjusticeproject.org).  

 The Venezuelan government is behind many of the criminal justice system’s 

corruption. When President Chávez was in power, the court deteriorated and he placed 

loyalists in the judiciary (business-anti-corruption.com). As a result, in 2013, the Supreme 

Court ruled in favor of the government in 94% of the cases involving the state and feared 

retaliation from the government if the rule went against it (business-anti-corruption.com). 
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This continues to occur today under President Nicolas Maduro. Moreover, the Venezuelan 

police is ranked as the most corrupt institution in the country 

(business-anti-corruption.com). The Venezuelan police are so corrupt, companies in the 

country pay for their own security (business-anti-corruption.com). Police officers are 

“generally poorly trained and funded, and impunity among police officers is a serious 

problem” (business-anti-corruption.com).  

Venezuela has a serious issue of violence. Today, Venezuela is ranked as one of the 

most homicidal countries in the world (insightcrime.org). In 2017, Caracas, the country’s 

capital was considered the world’s most homicidal city with an estimated homicide rate of 

130 inhabitants per 100,000 (insightcrime.org). However, the government has refused to 

release the actual numbers for over a decade now, and as a result, this number is a ballpark 

of the real statistics by the Venezuela Observatory for Violence (insightcrime.org). The 

latest report by the Venezuela Observatory for Violence states that 26,616 murders 

occurred in Venezuela in 2018; 5,535 of which were by security forces (insightcrime.org).  

Aside from the violence that plagues the prison system, the health conditions in 

these systems are not ideal. Inside the lockup of district police station in eastern Caracas, 

“Several prisoners show red lumpy rashes on their skin, a sign of contagious scabies; one 

coughs from tuberculosis; another is HIV positive” (time.com). As a result of medical and 

food crises, many of these inmates do not get treatment for diseases and get only one hour 

a day for water (time.com). 
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Figure 2.2: A group of prisoners locked in their cells inside the municipal police station of 
Chacao, east of Caracas, Venezuela, May 27, 2016. 

Source: time.com 
 

The energy shortage is also another issue; “in April, all government officials were 

ordered to work a two day week to save power, slowing down court cases even more” 

(time.com). Those district police station cells are built for 36 inmates but instead hold at 

least 150 (time.com). Among the nation’s larger prisons, some have 52,000 prisoners in 

penitentiaries designed for 20,000 (time.com). The Venezuelan prison system is also one of 

the most violent in the world, “with 6,472 murders registered between 1999 and 2014” 

(theguardian.com). 

Politically motivated protests are becoming increasingly popular in Venezuela 

against the Maduro government (amnesty.org). As recently as January 2019, “in a total of 

12 of the country’s 23 states, at least 47 people died in the context of the protests” 

(amnesty.org). According to an Amnesty International report, of the 47, 39 were killed by 

members of the state forces. During these protests in January about 900 people were 
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detained in almost every state, including children and teenagers (amnesty.org). 

Furthermore, extrajudicial executions, cases of excessive use of force, and arbitrary 

detentions, along with cover-ups and a failure to investigate several human rights 

violations were documented in January 2019 (amnesty.org). 

Many of these issues seen in the Venezuelan criminal justice system are seen in 

other developing nations’ criminal justice systems. One such country received a score in the 

0.20 range: Cambodia. Cambodia is ranked with a 0.25 score on the Rule of Law Index, and 

as the third-to-last nation under the criminal justice section of the index 

(worldjusticeproject.org). Crime is a political and social issue in Cambodia, just like in 

Venezuela. Crime is increasing every year: just last year, according to the Cambodian 

National Police, crime went up to 2,696 committed from 2,817 in 2017 (asiatimes.com). 

The issue of crime is important to notice because it more often results in an increase of 

government action. In Venezuela, law enforcement increased on streets, and as citizens 

grew more upset about the government’s actions and protested, law enforcement 

increased further. This cycle can be seen in Cambodia, too.  

Recently, the Cambodian government has focused on launching a war on drugs to 

appear tough on crime. In the first three months of 2019, “the Anti-drug police handled 

2,047 drug offenses and arrested 4,434 people, including 365 women” 

(khmertimeskh.com). The war on drugs led to 30% increase of incarcerations to the 

already high arrest rates in Cambodia (asiatimes.com). Last November, 31,008 inmates 

were in Cambodia’s 28 prisons, of which 72% were being held in pre-trial detention 

(asiatimes.com). This means there are about “190 prisoners per every 100,000 people, a 
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bigger proportion than in most other Southeast Asian nations, and higher as a percentage 

than even authoritarian China” (asiatimes.com).  

Socially, the criminal justice system is not viewed well by the citizens in Cambodia. 

According to a political blogger, Noan Sereiboth, “People do not trust law implementation 

and the justice system in Cambodia” (asiatimes.com). Furthermore, the court system deals 

with criminals differently if they are rich or if they are poor. More specifically, courts are 

lenient to the rich and harsh on the poor (asiatimes.com). A political analyst described this 

disparity, “If a rich or high ranking person committed a crime, there is less hope for justice 

or that the court will follow procedure” (asiatimes.com).  

 

Figure 2.3: Cambodian children in jail with their mothers. 
Source: asiatimes.com 

 
Despite the increase in enforcement and high incarceration rates, many crimes go 

unreported (asiatimes.com). A University of Cambodia survey on the public perception of 

crime found that 56% of respondents said police did nothing about a reported crime 

(asiatimes.com). A municipal police chief openly stated that since police are highly 
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underpaid and short-staffed, and frequently promoted based on alliances instead of 

competency, offering US$5 to $10 usually ensures the police to “disappear” 

(asiatimes.com). Rape and sexual assault are almost always among the crimes that go 

unreported, though many times this is because of social norms; victims hesitate to report 

these crimes (asiatimes.com). Lack of trust in the ability of the police force adds to violence 

in communities. Onlookers to car accidents, for example, do not have faith that the reckless 

driver will be punished and take matters into their own hands by attacking him/her 

(asiatimes.com). This usually leads to hit and runs so as to avoid being beaten by mobs 

(asiatimes.com).  

In the last range of scores, 0.30, is the Philippines with a score of 0.31 on the Rule of 

Law Index (worldjusticeproject.org). By score, the Philippines is the year’s biggest faller in 

the World Justice Project’s Index (theguardian.com). This most likely due to the many 

human rights violations the relatively new government under President Rodrigo Duterte 

has imposed on its people. Like Cambodia’s government, President Duterte started a War 

on Drugs (hrw.org). Since the launch of this new campaign by Duterte in July 2016 to 

September 2018, 4,948 suspected drug users and dealers died during police operations 

(hrw.org). However, this does not include the thousands of others killed by “unidentified 

gunmen” (hrw.org). The Philippine National Police estimate that there are 22,983 such 

deaths since the War on Drugs that are classified as “homicides under investigation” 

(hrw.org). The actual number is unknown since the government does not wish to disclose 

statistics on the drug war (hrw.org). Doubt has been cast on the story the government has 
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released that these killings are done by gang rivals or vigilantes because these unidentified 

gunmen seemed to be working closely with the police (hrw.org). 

 

Figure 2.4: Protesters in Manila wear masks depicting victims of extrajudicial killings. The 
Philippines dropped the most places in the new Rule of Law Index.  

Source: theguardian.com 
 

Drug users or dealers are not the only ones who have been targeted. Between the 

time Duterte took office in 2016 and November 2018, there were 34 lawyers murdered by 

unidentified assailants - the number must be much higher now (worldpoliticsreview.com). 

Additionally, many of these lawyers were prominent human rights activists. 

(worldpoliticsreview.com). The government has also been arresting those who come out 

against the War on Drugs such as Senator Leila de Lima (hrw.org).  

In an interview the World Politics Review conducted, Imelda Deinla, a research 

fellow at the Australian National University’s School of Regulation and Global Governance, 

spoke about the real possibility that these killings could continue and the justice system 

will still deteriorate (worldpoliticsreview.com). She further spoke about the government’s 
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retaliation against members of the legal profession, such as the lawyers who were killed 

and Senator de Lima who was arrested. She said, “The climate of violence against members 

of the legal profession seriously undermines the ability of justice system personnel to do 

their jobs without fear or favor” (worldpoliticsreview.com). The Philippines is grouped 

with the worst performers in the East Asia and Pacific region, a region where more than 

two thirds of countries experienced a decrease in their overall rule of law score 

(theguardian.com).  

Much of the issues in the criminal justice systems of developing countries are the 

same: overcrowding prisons and delayed legal procedures are two examples. Weak 

criminal justice systems affect not only those being processed through the system but the 

whole society as well. It leads to mistrust of the government and overall lack of faith in the 

system leading to vigilante groups and more violence. There are many different ways 

criminal justice reform is possible. Some are already being implemented in developing 

countries by different committees of the United Nations. The UN Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) launched the Thematic Program on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

Reform in 2012 (unodc.org). Key components of the program include, “providing assistance 

to victims and witnesses of crime, improving access to justice (including access to legal 

aid), promoting restorative justice, preventing gender-based violence, promoting justice for 

children and supporting prison reform and alternatives to imprisonment” (unodc.org).  

UNODC has been working on projects in many countries, including Kyrgyzstan. 

Kyrgyzstan faces many challenges in their criminal justice system, similar to  many other 

developing countries, such as poor infrastructure, prison overcrowding, difficulties 
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separating categories of offenders and lack of qualified prison staff and training 

(unodc.org). UNODC has been working with the government to reform the legislative, 

policy, and management levels of the penitentiary system to improve the treatment of 

prisoners and the social reintegration process (unodc.org). The committee has also started 

income generating activities for prisoners. For example, a soya milk production line, or a 

sewing workshop (unodc.org).  

Vietnam is another country UNODC has been working with to combat criminal 

justice issues. In Vietnam, the UN committee’s attention is on tackling domestic violence 

since may women face serious harm at the hands of their former or current partners 

(unodc.com). Since domestic violence is still considered taboo, raising awareness has been 

crucial. A country campaign was launched called, “Say No to Domestic Violence” 

(unodc.org). Furthermore, UNODC officials would train law enforcement officers on how to 

prevent and respond to domestic violence incidents with sensitivity (unodc.org).  

In Egypt, the program focuses on facilitating the social reintegration of children and 

youth once they leave detention centers (unodc.org). This includes providing legal and 

psychological counseling (unodc.org). Along with economic support, UNODC offers 

programs through NGOs to help youth engage in the labor market (unodc.org). 

Reintegration is an important part to criminal justice reform. Those accused and convicted 

of crimes are put into another society in prisons that can be toxic and can lead to 

re-offending. UNODC has tried to implement restorative social programs to help prisoners 

integrate back into society.  
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Bloc Positions 

Criminal justice systems in developing countries are violating human rights every 

day. However, they are not alone in trying to reform their criminal justice systems. 

Developed countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and other European 

countries are concerned about criminal justice issues in developing nations and have 

extended their support in reforming criminal justice systems around the world (hrw.org). 

In February 2018, the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), which is 

comprised of 123 member states, stated she would open a preliminary examination into 

the drug war killings in the Philippines (hrw.org). However, President Duterte withdrew 

from the ICC Statute before that could go in effect (hrw.org). In April of the same year, the 

European Union (EU) announced they would use all available means, including the 

suspension of trade benefits, to persuade the Philippines to “reverse its abusive trend” 

(hrw.org). Furthermore, the European Parliament passed a resolution  calling on the 

Philippines to put an end to the drug war and ensure accountability (hrw.org). 
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Figure 2.5: President Rodrigo Duterte holds up a compilation of pictures of people 
involved in the drug war and insists that he will, “kill more if only to get rid of drugs.” 

Source: aljazeera.com 
Neighboring Asian countries have also expressed implicit or explicit support for the 

anti-drug campaigns in the Philippines and Cambodia (hrw.org). In May 2018, the South 

Korean Embassy in Manila and the Korean Police National Agency donated “more than 130 

vehicles to the Philippines National Police despite its role in the “drug war” killings” 

(hrw.org). Even the US Congress provides assistance to the Philippines government by 

funding law enforcement and military training (hrw.org).  

The European Union (EU) has been helping developing European countries with 

their criminal justice systems, such as Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine (coe.int). 

Much of the ongoing projects in these countries revolve around implementing human 

rights into the systems by combating ill-treatment of citizens (coe.int). In Armenia, the EU 

wants to “improve the legislation on criminal matters...strengthen the capacity of the 

Justice Academy to train prosecutors and investigators on criminal justice and human 

rights” (coe.int). In Ukraine, the criminal justice reform project revolves around 

implementing better standards of practice to the Public Prosecutor’s Office and improving 

access to justice by providing a system of free legal aid (coe.int).  

The EU has been successful in supporting these countries through their criminal 

justice system reforms, and will continue to support any kind of criminal justice reform to 

stress the  importance of human rights (coe.int). UNODC has also been advocating for 

criminal justice reform in three ways: preventing crimes starting with the youth, targeting 

criminal justice systems to implement a better structure, and fighting for the justice of 
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ill-treated prisoners, women, and children (unodc.org). UNODC assists nations with 

creating a more effective, fair, and humane criminal justice system (unodc.org).  

 
Committee Mission 

The Third Committee of the UN General Assembly, or the Social, Humanitarian, and 

Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is committed to reforming weak criminal justice systems to 

ensure the enforcement of basic human rights. SOCHUM is committed to educating 

governments of every country on how to prevent crime and advocating for proper 

infrastructure, due process of the law, and competent, trustworthy law enforcement 

officers. People all over the world are mistreated by unfair trials and faulty prison systems. 

SOCHUM and other committees of the UN have to work towards reforming criminal justice 

systems in developing nations and implementing campaigns that will provide education 

and resources to all members of society. Proper legislation needs to be in place to prevent 

criminal justice issues that are happening in Venezuela or the Philippines from occurring 

anywhere else. These countries are at war with themselves. The overall goal for this 

committee is to create programs to educate governments and strengthen the capacity of 

judicial institutions in developing nations. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How does one nation’s criminal justice system differ from the other?  

2. Why does one country’s criminal justice system work better than the other? How 

does the criminal justice system in your country benefit/detriment its citizens? 

3. What are ways criminal justice systems should improve in your country? 
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4. How does a damaged criminal justice system reflect on different demographics of a 

nation? For example, what are the effects that the justice system have on the women 

in your country, the racial minority versus majority, LGBT, etc.? 

5. Why has the criminal justice system in your country flourished/failed? What are the 

key aspects that have lead to how the criminal justice system is structured today? 
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reformed in different countries through programs in the UNODC. Zaben writes that 

the UNODC focuses on police reform, prosecution service, judiciary, access to legal 

defence and legal aid, prison reform, and restorative justice. The author wrote the 

article as a guide for people in countries with weak criminal justice systems to 

follow and are able to implement themselves.  

 

 

 
 


