
Hello, ILC Delegates! 

 

My name is Lizzy Mulligan and I am UCMUN 2019’s director for the International Law 

Commission. I look forward to the conference and am very excited to be a director this 

year. The topics we will be focusing on are “Nations and their Relationships with their 

Territories” and “Detention Camps.” These topics are extremely relevant to today’s society 

and I hope to see them be addressed smoothly until solutions are made by all of you.  

 

I am a sophomore at UConn and am currently in the Academic Center for Exploratory 

Students program, as I am not quite sure what I want to major in yet. I never did Model UN 

in high school and was new to this whole experience last year as an assistant director for 

UNEP. In addition to UCMUN, I participated in CHAARG last year and recently became a 

new member of UConn’s Gamma Phi Beta chapter.  

 

I cannot wait to meet all of you this fall and to see how the debate on these topics turns out. 

I hope as a group, everyone is able to find solutions to these problems in their working 

papers and resolutions. This background guide is just the beginning of your research into 

these topics, so if you need any help along the way, feel free to send me an email. 

 

Elizbeth Mulligan 

UCMUN 2019 ILC Director 

elizabeth.mulligan@uconn.edu 

 

mailto:elizabeth.mulligan@uconn.edu


Committee History: 
 

The International Law Commission has been active since 1947. The ILC’s objective 

has always been to make international laws between the United Nations. They originally 

would only form traditional, well-expected laws. Throughout the years they have made a 

point to vote on laws that break tradition. They also are more likely to deal with public law, 

but are not discluded from private law. The commission consists of thirty-four members 

(Statute of the International Law Commission). The members of the commission are those 

who have great experience working in international law. The members can never have 

alternates sit in for them and there can not be more than one member from a single state 

(Qualifications and Nationality). The ILC plans to end disputes peacefully with the use of 

these laws. All nations have an equal opportunity to voice their concerns and needs for 

international laws regardless of their political and economic state. The more rules they 

have when forming laws allow for greater respect of the judicial systems (The Role of 

International Law). The international law commission celebrated its 70th anniversary of 

being active in 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topic A: Nations and their Relationships with their Territories 

Introduction 

Territories are vital contributors to developed nations. Territories are defined as 

regions under the jurisdiction of a country despite being geographically separated. 

Territories are significantly beneficial to states for various reasons including their sharing 

of resources to provide and benefit their nation. These resources include more land which 

offers new potential methods of enriching the nation through natural resources, military 

advantages and an increased population offering an exposure of various cultures (U.S. 

citizenship at birth). 

Since the beginning of the formations of territories, it has been a known concept 

that the territories have rights. One of the main purposes of the United Nations is “to 

develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights 

and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen 

universal peace” (United Nations: Chapter 1). The idea of universal peace is not only geared 

towards various countries, but the territories within these nations as well. This concept is 

covered by territorial integrity, which is a principle placed under international law that 

forbids the forceful entry or taking of a territory by another state. Contrasting opinions 

argue that the principle of territorial integrity should be overridden when it is considered 

in the context of the protection of human rights offered to the citizens of the nation. This 

difference in opinion has caused tension between countries. Certain exceptions of whether 

or not to follow the territorial integrity principle should be discussed in committee. (United 

Nations: Chapter 1).  



Each country has adopted its own laws and regulations regarding their territories. 

However, despite territories beneficial contributions to their nations, many territories are 

not granted the fundamental human rights other citizens are afforded. The United Nations 

will be required to work together to ensure that the territories are receiving the rights and 

benefits they deserve. It is important that the U.N. protects territories from inhumane 

conditions imposed by its mother country. Due to the geographical distance between a 

territory and its mother country, the territories are at a risk to be harmed, taken advantage 

of, or even overtaken by countries with whom the territories share a border or close 

proximity to. Citizens of the territories may be safe or comfortable in their own homes. 

They face discrimination without the promised protection of their mother nation. Together 

within International Law Commission, the United Nations should concur and create new 

international laws. 

 

History and Description of Issue 

The relationship between a country and its territories has always been an unusual 

phenomenon. It may be difficult to envision how the relationship can be beneficial and 

positive while there is a significant geographical divide between the two. Commonly, there 

are major issues that arise as a result of a nation’s treatment towards their territory and 

their “territorial limits.” (Oxford Reference). One issue that arises is the different laws and 

regulations that apply to the state and its territory. States do not always apply the same 

laws of their country to their territory. Territories, referred to as being dependent, simply 

adhere to their home country’s government without necessarily granting the territory’s 



citizens full independence or rights as compared to those born within the country. 

Territories may have a small internal government but they can not participate in foreign 

affairs and it is overseen by the mother country. A few examples of dependant territories 

are the United Kingdom’s 14 oversea territories. Christmas Island, Cocos Island, and Heard 

and McDonald islands are constitutionally apart of Australia, thus making them dependant. 

Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands are well known dependent territories of the United 

States. There are various other countries represented in the United Nations that have 

dependent territories. 

Figure 1: Europe’s dependant territories 

Source: (Special Member State Territories and the European Union) 



When a territory eventually reaches its independence and has its own government, 

it is no longer a territory: It is on its way to becoming a state or its own nation. This brings 

up questions as to why there is a difference between the citizenship status of individuals 

residing in different parts of the nation. For example, in the United States, the people living 

in territories do not have the right to vote in the congressional and electoral elections.  On 

one hand, U.S. territories are granted the right to send representatives to American debates 

and conventions. Yet, as a result of this treatment, the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico has 

voted to become a state in the United States during June of 2017. Presently in 2019, Puerto 

Rico continues to be labeled as a territory as they wait on the final decision of the Congress 

(National Public Radio). 

In 2005, the United Nations General Assembly created a list of all non-self 

governing territories. The list has been narrowed down in the past years with territories 

either achieving their goals of becoming a state or by becoming their own nation. 

Independence is often sought after by territories because of the lack of rights and 

representatives they have. An alternative name for these territories are “administering 

powers.” The United Nations has used its influence to give moral and material support to 

territories. This was done by the UN general assembly in order to maintain staying on good 

terms with territories in the wake of decolonization occurring more frequently. Nations 

want to maintain control of their territories to continue use of their valuable resources. 

(International Week of Solidarity).  

 Many states have attempted to follow the recommendation of the United Nations by 

providing their territories with essential supplies and necessities. Although there has been 



positive progress in the relationships between states and their territories, the progress is 

not enough. Numerous territories continue to face challenges prompted by a lack of rights 

and resources from their mother country. Territories do not have nearly enough civil 

liberties to be successful in modern society. When weather conditions leave devastating 

effects to a territory, the mother country must be present to support the territories. The 

territories are helpless when trouble strikes and their home nation is the one who 

rightfully should help. It may take time, but the home country can not forget about them 

(Vox: Island Nations in Trouble).  

Figure 2: Puerto Rico’s devastating damage after Hurricane Maria 

Source: RollingStone 



With the future of the relationship between United Nation countries and their 

territories unclear, a question of how to help and what to do moving on appears. The 

nations need to think about what they in particular are doing and how it could not only 

have damaging effects on their territory but on their nation as a whole. The International 

Law commission urges nations to ensure their territories are being granted humane rights 

and liberties. Countries need to prioritize the protection of their territories The nations 

should discuss the positives and negatives of granting certain rights to a territory and what 

that means for the government and the general population. Additionally, countries must 

realize that if they have poor relations with their territories, they may lose them to 

decolonization. However, decolonization is not necessarily the worst option for territories 

and their mother countries. Decolonization has different outcomes for each nation and the 

ILC urges nations to think about how they would manage if forced to move on without their 

territories. Each country may have very different issues pertinent to their country but the 

United Nations needs to work with each other to draft international laws beneficial to all 

those involved. Nations must protect their territories to better themselves and those 

around them. To do so, nations within the ILC must work together to come up with viable 

solutions to protect territories from their mother countries. 

 

Current Status 

Territories are experiencing various injustices as a result of their relationships they 

have with their mother nations. The United Nations must analyze and work to resolve 

these occurrences. The education system the territories face is disappointing compared to 



that of the home nations’. The two main factors resulting in this are the families’ support 

and the governments’ support. When referring to territories, if a parent did not receive 

proper education, it is most likely that their children will not excel in school. Many home 

countries involved in the United Nations are defying the odds by having under educated 

families with children that academically thrive. If a territory is owned and looked after by a 

nation, there should not be detrimental differences when it comes to education (Education 

and Skills in Territories). 

Nations often use territories for their resources. They resell the goods for profit 

without it benefitting the territory. It seems they are being stripped of their goods but not 

making any gain on it. A territory is not a piece of land that can just be taken from for the 

benefit of a nation. It is a home to many people and their cultures that must be preserved. 

Territories are waiting to have the self-determination the United Nations had 

promised them in the past. Self-determination is defined as a “cardinal principle” of 

international law placed by the UN that ensures territories have the right to choose their 

rulers based on equality and respect to the territory (Self Determination and New States). If 

territories can not hold a place in congress and congress determines what they are, this is 

not allowing territories to be self determined. 

When a territory is in distress, they are not a priority to their nation. If a crisis had 

occurred on the country's mainland, the nation will often use all the resources they can to 

help the state. The ILC urges the nations to look into whether their territories receive the 

same respect. Territories should be able to rely on their country for support but it often 

seems like this is not the case. The countries often use their power to financially gain off of 



the territories goods instead of providing them with more aide. As nation states overlook 

territorial needs, territories are often left without basic necessities. A country should be 

helping their territories thrive rather than adding to their suffering by taking from them.  

Some territories also do not receive as many ways to discuss these matters with 

their home country. When a problem arises, it should be spoken about so solutions can be 

made but nothing will occur if they are not given the platform to speak their minds. Some 

countries already have a good base for these types of discussions but the others definitely 

need to work on their means of communication. If a country has good relations with their 

territories, they should definitely expand on how other nations could have the same 

relationship with their territories.  

Social development must be considered as well. It is important for territories to 

embrace their cultures but it is also important to be on the same level socially with their 

home country and with other nations (Situation in Non-Self-Governing territories). Some 

countries in the UN may agree with this, but others may claim to preserve culture, they 

must stray away from globalizing the territories. Many indigenous nations were imposed 

on and became territories as a result of colonization. The ILC should discuss ways to savor 

culture along with helping the territories thrive in all “kinship ties, occupation, seasonal 

travel routes, trade networks, management of resources, and cultural and linguistic 

connections” (Indigenous Territory). 

A state only has the rights to territory if it meets four important conditions. These 

conditions are “it effectively implements a system of law regulating property in that 

territory; its subjects have a legitimate claim to occupy the territory; the state’s system of 



law ‘rules in the name of the people,’ by protecting basic rights and providing for political 

participation; and the state is not a usurper” (Nations, States, and Territories).  It is 

definitely wise to make sure the safety of the people on the territory is the top concern. 

Although, the United Nations should work to ensure the territories are comfortable and 

that their concerns are heard. Assuring these four conditions are properly met is also an 

important direction to go in. The International Law Committee is known to put laws in 

place to change and help how the relationships are prevailing and they should work to do 

just that. 

 

Bloc Positions 

Trying to resolve this issue with the help of international laws has proven to be 

continuously difficult. Many territories want answers on whether they are going to be 

helped in the wake of natural environmental disasters, prevention of drug trafficking into 

their land, exploitation of their land, and other criminal actions. Some countries in the UN 

may have trouble agreeing to this because they do not have the funds to help as much as 

they wish to. Other nations have the money and are not willing to help. The ILC need to find 

ways to resolve this so that the territories are getting as humane treatment as the states of 

a nation receive. Perhaps international law should pass laws to allow other nations to 

create a fund to help countries in need. Other nations should be encouraging those with the 

money to help their territories and any countries benefiting from the funds need to be 

using the money they receive from the fund primarily to help their territories and not for 

anything else. It seems clear that countries with in the ILC that are more industrialized will 



possibly team up and those third world countries will be lured towards each other as well. 

The legislation drafted should seek to better the United Nations as a whole rather than each 

nation for itself. There are also many countries that may feel unaffected by this topic due to 

not having territories but they can still be a huge resource to help those that are directly 

affected. Countries often thrive economically as a result of their territories and the 

territories themselves should be thriving as well. Countries that have the funds to help 

their territories may just be lacking in identifying that what they are doing is wrong. The 

two main groups involved are the territories and their home nations. Blocs can be divided 

up based on location via continents. European and North American countries have the most 

territories and should be major contributors to this topic. Some other blocs that could be 

included are Asia, Latin America, Africa, Australia, etc. If any countries in different 

continents see similar trends within their territorial relationships, they could create their 

own bloc as well. As disappointing as it is, territories do not have a representative present 

in committee, therefore they can not form their own bloc. 

 

Committee Mission 

The objective of the ILC is for the nations to come together, with the use of 

international laws, to make a decision on how territories should be treated and if the 

treatment currently taking place is humane. If anything is inhumane, the ILC will work to 

fix these major issues by forming laws. The nation’s will also accept constructive criticism 

from other nations. By unifying the countries and their treatment of their territories, the 

ILC is bettering the world. The ILC will work around any conflicts by addressing them head 



on. New laws will be formed and old laws may be amended. In order for everything to go 

smoothly, the ILC will also discuss what they believe needs to be done to ensure the laws 

are followed correctly. That in itself will prevent conflict and will help the territories and 

the people who live on them stay comfortable with humane treatment. Some key changes 

that need to be made should be treating the people of their territories the same as they 

treat citizens of the nation, this includes education and support after tragic events. Another 

important conversation that has to be discussed is whether or not the United Nations 

should allow territorial representatives in committee and how the ILC can help this 

happen. 

 

 

Figure 3: ILC Meeting: 70th Anniversary 

Source: Seventieth Session (2018) 

 

Questions 

Do other nations legally have an effect on how one country treats its territory? 



Does this topic directly affect your country? 

How can your country be involved in these issues if you do not have territories? 

What damage does this issue cause to the UN’s society as a whole? 

What countries should take full responsibility for inhumane treatment of their territories? 

Can you recognize scenarios that are more inhumane than others?  
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Topic B: Detention Camps 

Introduction 

A detention camp is a holding compound for immigrants who are awaiting a 

decision upon their legal status under immigration laws. Usually the immigrants placed in 

these camps have been suspected of illegal entry into a nation. International law states 

detention camps are meant to be used as a last resort. Detaining is only supposed to take 

place if an immigrant is breaking the nations laws without any action being taken against 

them, and if they pose a threat of danger to citizens of the nation. The centers are important 

to a nation because they provide order and protect the nation from illegal immigrants who 

are bypassing laws and paying taxes. As long as everything goes smoothly, it also seems to 

be a better option for the immigrant themselves than immediate deportation as a result of 

failure to provide correct documentation. During their time in the camps, their fate of 

whether they get a visa and can be immersed into the community or sent back home is 

being decided.  People are often held in detention camps for long periods of time. They can 

be held for however long it takes to process their application. In the United States, the 

processing can take between 5-12 months. There is a fast track option but it is often 

lengthened to take encounter substantive claims (International Detention Coalition). A 

common substantive claim is for refugee protection. While the people are forced against 

their will to stay in these detention camps with an unknown end date, the environment 

they are surrounded by should be humane. As one of the UN’s missions is to protect the 



human rights of everyone around the world. The United Nations (UN) have set specific 

standards for detention centers and every country should be following them to ensure 

detainment is humane in all aspects (Immigrant Detention Center Conditions). It is 

apparent that this is not always the case and there are major issues that need to be spoken 

upon during debate.  

 

History and Description of the Issue 

The issue to be discussed is whether or not all the United Nations’ detention centers 

are operating humanely and if not, how to fix these problems to stop further damage. The 

United States’ detention system is not only the largest system in the world, but the oldest as 

well. In 1892, the first center was opened on Ellis Island.  

 



Figure 2.1: Ellis Island 

Source: Immigrants Arriving at Ellis Island 

This was originally put into place to prevent Asiain immigration, but shortly after 

patrolling the border into Mexico got strict. In 1952; the U.S. put the Immigration & 

Nationality Act into place which allowed people to be released from detention centers on 

bond. This caused a decline in the amount of detainees and Ellis Island closed shortly after. 

In the past, the U.S. has unfairly been more lenient towards European immigrants while 

placing limits on Latin American immigration. These limits were the start of unauthorized 

immigration into the nation (A Short History of Immigration Detention). During the U.S.’s 

off period, Australia opened its first detention center in 1966, and France and England 

followed by opening similar facilities in 1970. In the 80s, the United States was forced to 

open a new cluster of detention centers to slow down illegal immigration from Latin 

America. This time around the military presence was heightened and the border patrol was 

stronger as Reagan labeled it a “War on Drugs”, as many immigrants were sneaking in 

illegal substances into the U.S. During the U.S.’s crisis with Latin America, China and South 

Africa were opening their own detention facilities. All throughout the 1980s the United 

States’ detention system grew. “Private Prisons” with 10,000 beds were built to hold 

immigrants and it was not just unauthorized immigrants whom were being detained, but 

legal immigrants who broke laws as well. Additionally, this was the first time children and 

infants were subjected to detainment. The United States, Canada, and Mexico entered 

NAFTA, a free trade agreement which caused a rapid loss of jobs and income for Mexican 

agricultural workers which made immigration the only viable option for some people. The 



United States’ government became aware of this and made border patrol even stricter 

covering more land which in turn has caused migration routes to become more dangerous. 

Over 7,000 people have died on their journeys (A Short History of Immigration Detention). 

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act and the Antiterrorism 

and Effective Death Penalty Act had the most influential effect on immigrant detention as 

simple crimes resulted in detainment, deportation, and time bans on returning to the U.S. 

At times, a detainee’s home country does not respond and the U.S. has the power to hold 

them indefinitely (A Short History of Immigration Detention). In the early 2000s, the 9/11 

terrorist attack caused Muslim/Arab immigration into the U.S. to be limited and the 

dentention system began to fall under Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”). 

Central America opened their own detention facilities around this time as well. President 

Obama had the highest rates of detainment and deportation during his presidency and 

President Trump has promised to expand and enforce the immigration system even more 

(A Short History of Immigration Detention). Throughout history, the amount of detention 

camps throughout the world has been growing and with the large amounts of migrants 

moving in and out of these centers every day. The United States has encouraged the use of 

detention camps by example. It is apparent the problems migrants are being faced with 

currently inhumane and detrimental to human growth. The International Law Commission 

must put laws into place to ensure the environment and treatment within these camps is 

humane.  

 

Current Status 



The United Nations is currently focusing on three important initiatives in relation to 

detention camps. The first initiative being to end the detention of children. Secondly, the 

United Nations want to ensure there are readily available alternatives to immediate 

detention. Lastly, the United Nations wants to monitor the conditions within the detention 

camps (Detention Strategy). Each nation has legislation set in place to monitor detainees. 

While the United States often uses prisons to detain immigrants, many European nations, 

such as England, have banned this practice. Immigrants in the United States are being 

detained pre-trial and are often unjustifiably kept with convicted felons. (Global Detention 

Project). Detention camps, although intended to be humane, are proving to be the opposite 

in North, South, and Latin American countries. The United Nations General Assembly’s 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is stating the conditions within U.S. 

detention camps deter the possibility of a proper sleep regimen. They also consider sleep 

deprivation to be a “form of ‘inhumane treatment’ that causes mental and physical 

suffering and deprives a person ‘of their liberty’ and ‘dignity’” (Sleep Deprivation is 

Banned). Not only is sleep deprivation inhumane for adults, but it is extremely unhealthy 

for children. Sleep deprivation is a form of torture. REM sleep is needed for proper brain 

functioning and deprivation of it can lead to death (The Effects of Sleep Deprivation). The 

United Nations’ mission to end child detainment as a whole has not yet been successfully 

completed. Not only are detained children being held captive, but they are being separated 

from their families. There are more children being detained within the U.S. than in 

European countries (How Detained Children are Treated Around The World). In the United 

States, poor  sanitation, healthcare, and other material  necessities are being deprived from 



detainees as a result of the lack of  monetary funds. Therefore nation states are making the 

decision to allow these types of conditions to affect children. Despite this being the case, 

European countries, such as Britain and France, rarely hold children, but when they must, 

they supply them with various resources and put effort into making it humane. Latin 

American countries such as Mexico, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Cuba hold children in 

overpacked detention centers with no healthcare available (Latin American Detention 

Facilities).  

The United Nations should work to put international laws into place that ensure all 

the countries’ detention camps are operating in a similar manner, keeping humanity rights 

in place. Detainees are being held in such inhumane circumstances that people would 

rather combat the dangerous journey of finding a new home while facing discrimination 

and unsafe conditions than stay where they are. No human should be subjected to “severe 

overcrowding, being held for days without regular access to showers, not being able to 

brush their teeth every day, and maybe not at all in the time that they’ve been there.” (How 

Detained Children are Treated Around the World).  

 

Bloc Positions 

When considering overall treatment within the detention camps, North America, 

Central America and Latin American countries are comparable. European countries have 

stressed limiting the amount of child detainment and family separation. Detention centers 

must also be accountable to explain why healthcare and education are necessities while 

providing proper resources. (Global Detention Project). The American countries should be 



encouraged to explain reasonings as to why their camps are overcrowded and unsanitary. 

The nations should also discuss whether or not detainment is only occurring when it is 

most necessary. The Americas are facing more immigration into their land than in Europe 

and the United Nations needs to make compromises and laws that take these factors into 

consideration. The Americas need to be ensured that the laws put into place by the ILC do 

not stop all the hard work that was put into limiting illegal immigration into and out of 

their countries (Immigration Detention and Enforcement). The detainees themselves will 

not have a representative in debate but perhaps the nations in which an abundance of 

people are migrating out of, such as Central and Latin American countries including but not 

limited to Mexico, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Cuba could explain their views on detainment 

camps and whether or not the detainees would rather go back home, or wait it out in a 

detention camp with hopes of their applications going through (The Marshall Project). 

Middle Eastern countries could speak upon refugees and how the process is for them. 

Taking everything said into consideration, the ILC should be able to form laws and 

agreements towards the future of detention camps. The laws put into place also must be 

enforced and potential repercussions should be discussed as well. 

 

Committee Mission 

As stated in the previous topic, the objective of the ILC is for the nations to come 

together, with the use of international laws, to ensure the nations detention camps are 

humane. If anything is inhumane, such as being unhealthy, unsanitary, and overall immoral, 

the ILC will work to fix these major issues by creating legislation. The nations will also 



accept constructive criticism from other nations. By unifying the countries and their 

treatment of their territories, the ILC is bettering the world. The ILC will work around any 

conflicts by addressing them head on. New laws will be formed and old laws may be 

amended. In order for everything to go smoothly, the ILC will also discuss what they 

believe needs to be done to ensure the laws are followed correctly. That in itself will 

prevent conflict and will help the people being detained along with helping the country 

itself run things smoother. Some key changes that need to be looked into are the 

detainment of children, separation of families and lack of important resources to ensure 

good mental and physical health. 

 

Questions 

Are these detention centers operating humanely? 

Is this environment safe for children? 

Which countries are the most involved? 

What are the biggest areas that need improvement within this topic? 

As of right now, is this problem improving or getting worse? 
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